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JANE MCMANUS STORM CAZNEAU AND
THE GALVESTON BAY AND TEXAS LAND COMPANY
by Linda S. Hudson
Although several publications focus on her activities during the MexicanAmerican War, little has been written about Jane Cazneau's early years in Texas
or her experiences with the Galveston Bay and Texas Land Company.l Jane
Maria Eliza McManus was born April 6, 1807, near Troy, New York. Her
parents, William and Catherine Coons McManus, a local politician and his
wife, were of New York Irish and Palatine pioneer stock who had migrated to
British America decades before the French and Indian War and settled along the
Hudson River. Her fonnal education began at age five under the direction of
Sarah Starr in Connecticut. In 1823 she entered Emma Willard's Troy Female
Seminary, but instead of completing her studies, married Allen B. Stann in
1825, and they had a son, William M. Storm, the following year. For reasons
that remain unknown the couple moved to New York City where the marriage
failed. In 1832, Jane McManus, using her maiden name, kept books for
Anthony Dey, director of the Galveston Bay and Texa.'i Land Company. Women
did not typically work in offices at that time but the names and addresses of the
Galveston Bay and Texas Land Company stockholders, the amount of stock
they held, and company expenses were entered in Jane's distinctive handwriting. According to witnesses, she visited Aaron Burr's office in the evenings
where she rranslated promotional materials on Texas into the German
Language. 1
Alarmed at the influx of Americans into Texas, the Mexican government
had restricted immigration from the United States with the Law of April 6,
1830, and only Europeans or Mexicans were to settle in Texas. In October
1830. Dey had combined the empresario grants of an American, David G.
Burnet, a Gennan, Joseph Vehlein, and a Mexican, Lorenzo de Zavala, and
formed the Galveston Bay and Texas Land Company. Dey's company,
consisting of financial backers from New York and Boston, controlled thirteen
million acres covering twenty present-day East Texas counties in an area that
stretched from Louisiana westward to the Brazos River and from the Gulf of
Mexico to north of Nacogdoches. Although it was illegal under Mexican law,
company representatives sold land scrip for five cents an acre to prospective
settlers who reserved the right to settle a certain number of acres within the
area. The Mexican government had issued the Vehlein Grant and the Austin and
Williams grant that replaced the expired Rohert Leftwich grant for German
immigrants. Lorenzo de Zavala, stockholder and Mexican minister to France,
promoted Texas land to perspective Gennan, Swiss, and French colonists.'
In September and October 1832, Jane McManus and her younger brother,
Robert. purchased Galveston Bay and Texas Land Company scrip. Robert's
certificates were sent to Troy in care of a family friend, United States Senator
William L. Marcy. Jane McManus then proposed to the company trustees that
she sell scrip in England and Ireland while Robert served as company agent and
surveyor in Texas. Dey issued her a power of attorney to do so but the other
trustees, William H. Sumner and George Curtis, rejected her offer. They
Linda S. Hudson, Ph.D., is A~si~·tant Professor nf History at East Texas Bap/isl UniJ.'esity,
Mars-haN. Texas. Her biof(raphy of Jane Cazneau will he published by the Texas State Historical
Annciarion.

4

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCiATION

recommended that Robert be hired as a surveyor for George N. Nixon, the
company's agent in Nacogdoches. 4
The list or Galveston Bay and Texas Land Company stockholders did not
include Aaron Burr or Jane's father, William McManus, but contains other
familiar persons. 5
STOCKHOLDERS IN GALVESTON BAY AND TEXAS LAND COMPANY
NAME

ADDRESS

SHARES

Allen, Moses
Allen, Gilbert
Anthone, Theoppiley
Austin, Thomas (T.E. Davis)
Axtell, Dan'I C.
Bates, George
Beale, Benjamin (C. Edwards)
Bignall, David
Blake, George
Boller, Peter
Bolles, William B.
Bonney, Benjamin W.
Booth, Wm. A.
Booth & Atterbury
Bartol, Barnaby
Boswell, Hartwell
Buckner, Wm. G.
Bullock, Moulton
Burrill, Alonza, M.
Bushnell,Orsamy
Campbell, Duncan P.
Catlin, Chas. T.
Catlin, Lynde (J.M. Wilkinson)
Clarkson, David
Clute, John D.
Cramer, John
Crownshield, Jacob
Currier, Jahn
Curtis, Goo. & Edward
Curtis, George
Daber, Phillip
Dart, Russell
Davis, Thos. E.
DeForest, Chas.
Dey, Catherine A.
Dey, Anthony
Edwards, Charles
Enero(sp?), John
Ferris, John Thomas
Graham, John L.
Graham, David
Gray, Maria
Gregory, Dudley L.

47 Wall
51 Wall
240 Front

10

10
2

5
8
221 Hudson

I

146 Broadway

2
4
I
2

- Wall
63 Cody
124 Front St.
Exchange PI.
53 West
42 Wall St.
14 Wall
5 Broad
3 Napoleon
57 Broadway
5 Broad

1
22
1

1
8
2
20
20
I
J

5
4
7

49 Wall
182 Pearl
143 Mercer
34 Hudson
17 Hanover
17 Hanover
161 Front St.
123 Mayfair Ln.
42 Wall
Grand Gorge, NY
63 Admiral
.....page damaged
.....page damaged
378 Greenwich
34 Beekman
86 South
3 Courthouse

4
I
I
7
20
10
2

1
2

10
10

8
66
5
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Griswold, George
Griswold, Cornelia W.
Griswold. George, Jnr.
Griswold, Nathan L.
Haggerty, John
Hamilton, Alex., Jr.
Harbun, A.B.
Hart, Jim Phillip
Hayes, Newban
Hemingway, Luke
Henrique, J.M.
Henry, Alex.
Hurd, Jesse
Jackson, Henry
Jennings, N.J.
Lee, David
Lord, Nathaniel
Lucket, Levin
Luckett, Alfred
Manning, Jeremiah
Marsh, Leonard
Mead, Walker
Mexia, Jos. Ant. (Treat)

86 South
86 South
86 South
86 South
Pear] & Pine
24 Broad St.
42 Wall
22 South St.
J97 Broadway
3 Courthouse
42 Wall

31 Nassau
141 Front Street
30 Broad St.

35 Front
159 Suffock
25 Wall

Miller, Henry
Monson, Marcena
Munroe, Jr, James
Nelson, James
Nevins, Refsell
Nevins, Rufus L.
Noland, Wm.
Oliver, Francis 1.
Packard, Issac (D. Selden)
Perkins, Cyrus
Poinsett, Joel (Treat)
Ratalje?, Jeronimus E.
Rebout, John B.
Richards, Nathaniel
Russel. Ruth A.
Russell, Isreal
Sedwick, Roderick
Shaw, Latimer R.
Sill, Horace A.
Slacker, John
Smith, Charles
Smith, Herman
Smith, Wm. Sidney
Spofford & Tileson
S1. John, Jr., Saml.
Sumner, Wm. H.
Swartwout, Saml.
Thompson, James (G. Curtis)

32 Varick
73 Murrey
Wall
Wall

13 Barclay

42 Green
149 Chambers
26 Front
125 Pearl
87 South

86 South
149 Water

Custom House

5

page damaged
8

1
8
1

2
4
4

3
8
10
II
39
2
2
1
I
10
3
2
33
3
8
5
4
4
10
10
2

10
2
1
8
4
I

5
1

22
8
5
3
3
8
5
28
l
1
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Thorne. Jonathan
Tibbits, Elisha
Tomlinson, Wm. A.
Treadwell, Daniel
Treat, Chauncey (J.Treat)
Treat, James
Van Dyke, Jas
Vehlein l Joseph
Wall, Garriot D.
Whitney, Stephen
Wilder, S.V.S
Woodhull, Caleb
Woodward, John
Zavala, Lorenzo de (Treat)

14 Jacob
124 Front

42 Wall
123 Liberty Ave
71 Front
13 Exchange
184 Water
19 Platt

5
5
I

3
2
10
10
page damaged
"
30
I
10
3
85

The exact nature of the relationship between Jane McManus and Aaron
Burr where Texas lands were concerned may never be known. Burr and William
McManus were fraternal brothers and political allies, and Dey did have scrip
and a guidebook printed in the German language. Texas und Einlandung zu
einer vortheilhaften Unsiedelwzg daselbt (1835), by a Mexican citizen, ofTered
the advantages of settlement in Texas. The pamphlet directed Gennans to sail
from LeHavre to New Orleans. up the Mississippi River to the Red River, then
across the Texas border to Nacogdoches where their scrip would be exchanged
for land cIaims. 6
Personal circumstances first brought Jane McManus and her brother.
Robert, to Texas. In 1832, Jane's grandmother, Mary McManus, made her will,
and at eighty-one years of age did not mention Jane-a grandchild that she once
had paid to have the best education available. The omission may have been to
prevent Allen Storm from laying claim to his wife's inheritance. In Texas,
Spanish Law allowed married women to own separate property, unlike New
York where everything a woman had-land, salary, or children-became the
property of her husband upon marriage to sell, control, or squander. Perhaps it
was BUIT who advised the twenty-five-year-old Jane come to Texas. Before she
sailed from New York in November 1832, Burr suggested that her enterprise
had "the air of Romance and Quixotteism [sic]," but he added that it was not
without precedent. He reminded her of the young Rhode Island woman,
Jemima Wilkinson, who began a similar colony in western New York and
helped the United States lay claim to land deep in British-held territory.7
In New Orleans Jane and Robert McManus met Burr's former partner in
intrigue, Judge James Workman. Workman, a former resident of Charleston,
had been a member of the Mexican Association, which he, Louis Kerr, David
Clark, and Edward Livingston organized after the Louisiana Purchase did not
include Texas. The 300-member group planned to liberate Texas from Spain.
Burr, Workman, Burr's secretary Samuel Swartwout, and others were tried for
treason in 1807 but acquitted. Burr's recruits then settled on land in Arkansas
and Louisiana that had been acquired by Phillip de Neri, the Baron de Bastrop.
In 1821, the baron had assisted Moses Austin in obtaining the empresario grant
in Texas for 300 Louisiana settlers that led to the Anglo settlement of Texas.
Officially, Judge Workman translated Louisiana Spanish law written in the
French language into English for American judges to interpret. s
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In his letter to Workman, Burr introduced Jane McManus as "A Lady!"
and "a woman of business." BUIT assured Workman that she could "send out
one or two hundred substantial settlers in less time .. , than any man or half a
Dozen men whom I this day Know." Burr explained that McManus was her
family's agent, and he requested that Workman write her letters of introduction.
Burr invited Workman to form his opinion of "her talents and of her
competency." Burr thought she was "eminently qualified" and had "that
peculiar discernment or tact in the Character and disposition's of men-a talent
peculiar to her sex." She "also had (which is more rare) courage, Stability and
persevemncc. '.' But enough," Burr advised, "Judge for yourself and act
accordingly." Workman wrote contacts in Texas to expect the New Yorkers. In
December 1832. the siblings arrived in Texas. Jane McManus then purchased
from Samuel Sawyer his power of attorney to locate an eleven-league Mexican
land grant. Sawyer had obtained the grant from Benjamin Lundy who had
planned to settle free blacks from the United States in Texas.~
At the time of Jane's arrival Samuel May Williams, Stephen F. Austin's
partner in settling the area of the original Leftwich Grant, had ordered the
surveys of nineteen unlocated eleven-league grants including that purchased by
McManus. Unbeknown to Jane, Sterling C. Robertson had arrived from
Tennessee and was taking depositions from settlers to prove the Leftwich area
was not unsettled when reassigned to Austin and Williams. That same month
Sam Houston came to parley with Comanches and investigate Indian migration
to Texas. Some 5,000 Creeks had arranged with the Galveston Bay company to
purchase land near Nacogdoches. lo
Wilhams and another partner, John Austin~ located the eleven-league
grants of 48,712 acres for fifty pesos per league plus surveying fees. On January
22, 1833, Charles Sayre, a native of New York, informed Williams that the
"New York Commission" was in Brazoria, and two weeks later wrote that Mrs.
McManus was visiting San Felipe to finalize a purchase. He was "much pleased
with her," and described her as "a very intelligent Lady." Sayre urged Williams
to hurry the fOffilS because McManus wished to return to New Orleans with
Captain Samuel Fuller, who transported trade goods to Texa, and hides and
cotton back to New Orleans. II
On February 8, 1833, Jane and Robert arrived in San Felipe. The town wall
the headquarters of Austin's operations and contained about thirty single and
double log cabins. Williams operated the land office out of his home and
Austin's original office had become Whitesides Inn operated by Jonathan
Peyton and his wife Angelina, two of Austin's first colonists. They, too, had
invested in an eleven-league grant in the upper colony. Possibly Jane stayed at
the inn, for she became friends with Angelina and wrote fondly of her twenty
years years later. I~
On February 8, 1833, Williams transferred Sawyer's power of attorney for
an unlocated eleven-league grant to Dona Jane M. McManus. Sawyer was
director of the Arkansas & Texas, the Rio Grande & Texas, and the Colorado &
Red River land companies. He also represented the Scot and English empresarios James Grant and John Charles Beales with land grants on the Rio
Grande. The transfer document contained the signature of the alcade, Luke
Lcssasieur, and was witnessed by Isaac Jones and W. Barret Travis, then a
resident of San Felipe. As Travis' surviving diary does not begin until the next
August, his impression of the New York woman is unknown.' \
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Jane McManus wrote her declaration of Mexican citizenship in Spanish,
claimed the Catholic religion, and received the maximum amount of land a
Mexican citizen could possess. The Law of April 6, 1830 stated that only
Mexicans could acquire land and the state law set that maximum amount at
eleven square leagues. In 1830, the state of Coahuila y Texas had issued the
grants to finance the state government. Purchasers located the grants on
unoccupied land or issued a power of attorney to others to do so. After paying
survey and registration fees, land commissioners granted possession to the
holder of the grant. Because Austin's and Williams' new colony of less than 100
families had no land commissioner, the nearest alcade certified documents.
McManus probably paid Sawyer $2,000 for the grant because a week earlier,
Robert McAlpin "Three Legged Willie" WilJiamson quoted that amount to his
client, Edward Hanrick, director of the Alabama Land Company in
Montgomery. Williamson informed Hanrick that only four of the large grants
remained unlocated. 14
The grant McManus obtained from Sawyer had been issued originally to
Perfecto Valdez by the state of Coahuila y Texas on July 13, 1830. On July 29.
Valdez transferred his power of attorney to file the land claim to Samuel Bangs
and Isaac Donoho. Bangs was an as~ociate of the abolitionist Lundy and
Donoho was a Santa Fe trader. Sawyer had acquired the grant two months
before transferring it to McManus. Field Notes in the Spanish Collection of the
Texas General Land Office show that on May 1, 1833, William Moore surveyed
the grant specifically for 1\1rs. Jane McManus on the left bank of the Brazos
River slightly above the Waco Indian Village and across from the mouth of the
Bosque River and the limestone cliffs of the Comanche Plateau. William
McLane, William Taylor, and another assistant witnessed the survey notes.
Williams billed McManus $150 for the survey on August 31, 1833. Today, the
49,000 acres extend from Waco's Cameron Park to the vicinity of Elm Mott and
along both sides of Interstate 35. 15
McManus possibly visited the Waco area. Although buyers of elevenleague grants did not nonnally do so, Williams said that some did. At the time,
settlements existed the 200 miles up the Brazos from San Felipe to the Waco
Indian village. Above Austin's headquarters lay Groce's Landing at the
Coushatta Indian crossing. Next, Andrew Robinson had a ferry near the mouth
of the Navasota River on the Spanish La Bahia Road. Farther upstream, a
trading post identified the abandoned Mexican Fort Tenoxtitlan at the crossing
of the Old San Antonio Road. At the falls of [he Brazos and the head of
navigation, Francis Smith had a trading post where the Comanche Trail ran
eastward to Nacogdoches. Another twenty-odd miles upriver by horseback was
a Cherokee settlement about four miles below what remained of the Waco
Village. In 1829, mixed-blood Cherokee fanners from Tennessee, the most
famous of whom was Jesse Chisolm, killed most of the Waco and Tehuacano
Indians after a raid on their livestock. The Cherokees and their twelve
associated tribes from east of the Mississippi-Creek, Kichai. Shawnee,
Delaware, Kickapoo, Choctow, Caddo, Seminole, Biloxie, Alabama, and
Coushatta-had settled along the Red, Neches, and Sabine rivers. Perhaps Mrs.
McManus, described as dark and a Spanish-looking woman, had planned to
settle her extended family amidst the Indians all along-a possibility that would
explain Burr's comparing her venture to that of Jemima Wilkinson in western
New York 16
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Williams created a power of attorney for Robert to act in his sister's
absence. The siblings were to share the grant and the headrights due them under
Mexican law as settlers. McManus then began surveying with John Am.tin
along the Trinity River and Jane returned to New Orleans. By May 20, 1833,
she was in New York where she entered the expenses of a Florida moss
gathering expedition in Dey's account ledger. 17
Because of fraud and counterleit eleven-league grants, on September 21,
1833, McManus took her copy of the Perfecto Valdez Grant to the Mexican
vice-consul in New York where August Radcliff certified the grant to be true
and valid. McManus then began indenturing German immigrants for $12 per
year for two years service in return for passage to Texas. The presence of these
particular German immigrants can not be explained, but in general Germans
came to America at this time because of high unemployment, bad harvests,
marginal-sized fanns, and a romantic vision of America after the failed
European republican revolutions of 1830. IR
Most Germans entering New Orleans settled in Missouri, but a few trickled
into Texas. Germans had migrated to Texas since 1821 and by 1826 more than
200 residents had Gennan surnames. In 1831, 15,000 Germans came to the
United States. That year, the Galveston Bay Company had one ship load of
settlers turned away by Mexican customs officials because the ship had
disembarked from New York and violated the ban on settlement from the United
States. Some Germans camped near Anahuac where the Mexican Commander
Juan Davis Bradburn allowed them garden plots within the military reserve. On
Mill Creek, Germans had a colony, later named Industry, where they raised
tobacco and manufactured cigars. F. W. Grasmeyer operated a general store in
Matagorda with Jane's future husband, William Leslie Cazneau, then a Boston
cotton buyer. Germans also settled in the Frelsburg community on Cummins
Creek. Newspapers in Germany advertised Texa~ land for sale and de Zavala
promoted migration from Europe while Jos Antonio Mexia directed Germans to
Texas from Matamoros. In June 1833, Johann von Racknitz sailed from Le
Havre with 200 Germans to settle an eight-league grant on the Colorado River
near Bastrop_ Although organized with precision, the colony failed because of
cholera and a lack of funds for supplies and transit inland. 19
Late in September 1833, Mrs. McManus chartered a vessel in New York
to transport her German indentures and supplies to Texas. Charles Sayre, also
bringing Gennans, was to share the cost of the ship, but he was delayed and
withdrew his freight and passengers. In panic, Mrs. McManus wrote Burr for
an additional $250 and pleaded, "I cannot go home, you are aware it drained
their means to pay for the land." Contrary to Mrs. Burr's later allegations, Jane
did not receive funds from Burr. She returned home to Troy, and on October 2,
1833, deeded 500 acres of an unlocated eleven-league grant to Justus Morton
for $250, Morton was grand commander of the New York Commandry of
Knights Templar and a fraternal brother of her father. Although the land was not
McManus' to deed, Morton had a legal-looking instrument he eventually sold
and that later appeared in Matagorda County deed records. 20
In November 1833, Jane, her brother Robert, and their father, Judge
William McManus, an undisclosed number of indentures, auctioneers Logan
and C.H. Vandeveer, and unidentified settlers from Kentucky, arrived in
Matagorda. Elias Wightman and William Selkirk had established the town in
1829 with fIfty-two families from New York and New England. Because of a

10
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shortage of timber and poor anchorage, the town had grown little since its
founding. 21
Although Mrs. McManus left no memoirs, Mrs. Annie Fisher Harris
described her arrival in Matagorda a few months earlier. The harbor was not
deep enough for ships, so small boats called lighters transported freight and
passengers to and from the deep water to the landing on the Colorado River. A
seven-mile log jam blocked the river's mouth and created a giant marsh. The
pilgrims walked two miles into town along a path newly cut through the sixfoot tall marsh grass from which the town derived its Spanish name-a place of
reeds. While some settlers lived in sheds, tents, or in the open, the Fishers first
lived in a house with no floor and later shared a room with Judge McManus and
his daughter, Jane, at Grasmeyer's store. Harris described Jane as a "woman
adventuress" who was "young and handsome" with letters from important
people and she was "useful and agreeable." Karankawa Indians still lived less
than a mile from town, and when the women came to trade they camped
beneath Grasmeyer's store built on stilts. The Indians had Spanish names, yet
they wore only animal skin skirts and wreaths of leaves around their necks.
During the full moon, Matagorda residents could hear the Indians singing, and
as they danced and beat their drums, coyotes howled in the distance. 22
The indentures broke their contracts with Mrs. McManus and refused to
go further inland. Either they were frightened by Josiah Wilbarger, the local

school teacher who was scalped by Indians upriver and lived to tell of it, or
word spread that Robertson had gained control of the upper colony and refused
to honor Williams' transactions. Perhaps the GenTIans learned they could have
land by filing a claim at the land office.:"
While in Texas Judge McManus acted as Swartwout's agent. Burr's
fonner secretary was customs inspector for the Port of New York, held shares
in the Galveston Bay & Texas Land Company, and in those companies under
Sawyer's direction-the Arkansas & Texas, the Rio Grande & Texas, and
Colorado & Red River land companies. Presumably Judge McManus handled
the preliminaries for development of another Swartwout interest, the New
Washington Association. First discussed in 1829, this project was the work of
Dr. Thomas Cooley, a social architect, and John R. Bartlett (1805-1886), later
founder of the American Ethnological Society and United States Boundary
Commissioner. The reformers visited Matagorda in 1833 and then selected the
1,600-acre site of Clopper's Point on Galveston Bay for a social expeliment to
blend Europeans and free blacks in an agricultural and a commercial venture.
The directors were Lorenzo de Zavala, John P. Auslin, James Treat, Stephen
Sicard, James Watson Webb. edilor of the New York Courier & Enquirer, and
Mordecai Noah, editor of the New York Star. Joseph L. Joseph was a financier.
and the general manager was James Morgan. Morgan provisioned a store at
Anahuac for settlers in the area of the Galveston Bay Company where James
Prentiss had purchased scrip and established the Union and Trinity land
companies. Impressed with Judge McManus, on March 31, 1834, the City of
Matagorda deeded him twelve acres of city lots in exchange for his building a
sawmill which would aid in development. In April I R34, Jane and her father
returned to New York where she again entered expenses in Dey's ledgers.'~
Because of New York's liberal laws, the black population had grown by
sixty-five percent in a decade. In 1830, New York had 44,870, or one-third of
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the black population of the northern states. Until 1848 when a Free Soilcontrolled legislature revised the law, New York blacks with $250 in property
could vote and Whigs labeled them "Jackson whites'· because they voted
Democratic. While the American Colonization Society encouraged free blacks
to migrate to Liberia and create a black republic, British Abolitionist George
Thompson, funded by the London-based World Anti-Slavery Society, toured
the United States and declared the American Colonial Society "the enemy of
the people of color." Thompson and William Lloyd Garrison encouraged free
blacks to claim the United States as the country of their birth. In Catholic
countries and Europe, no stigma was attached to being black, thus, the New
Washington venture was a vlable solution to relocate New York's growing
population of unskilled blacks and Europeans.~'
Meanwhile, relations between the Mexican government and the Texans
deteriorated. Since January 1834, Stephen F. Austin had been held in prison in
Mexico City because he advised Texas officials to form a government
independent of Coahuila. Austin was caught in the power struggle between
centralists who wanted Texas controlled from Mexico City and federalists in
Saltillo who wanted Texas to be a part of Coahuila. By March 1834, the
legislature of Coahuila y Texas had moved from Saltillo because of its centralist
leanings to federalist Monclova and sold an additional 400 unlocated, elevenleague grants to ann a state miliLia. John T. Mason, agent for the Galveston Bay
& Texas Land Company, purchased all 400 grants. In Mexlco City, Anthony
Butler botched plans President Andrew Jackson had for the United States'
buying Texas by not reading his instructions until he reached Mexico City.
Meanwhile, Santa Anna, who had assumed control of the government, ordered
new state elections, named his brother-in-law, Martin Perfecto C6s,
commander-general of the Mexican army, closed Congress, and suspended all
liberal laws passed by his predecessor, Valentfne Gomez Farias. 26
In November 1834, Jane and Robert McManus planned to return to Texas,
but their father was in poor health. On January 18. 1835, WiHiam McManus
died of a heart attack. Word quickly spread of his death and by the end of
January, Swartwout wrote the East Texas surveyor. Jose Maria Carvajal, that
Colonel Frost Thorn of Nacogdoches had assumed McManus's fonner dutics.1'1
Unable to develop the grant near the Waco Indian village because of the
Robertson and Williams dispute over settlement rights, Jane McManus applied
to Williams for eight leagues of land near Matagorda. It was Lhen that the Texas
Revolution began and Mrs. McManus returned to New York where she found a
scandal involving the seventy-six-year-old Burr. In 1834, Aaron Burr's wife of
less than a year filed for divorce to regain control of her remaining finances that
Burr had not spent on Texas land speculations. Mrs. Burr named Jane
McManus in the divorce Bill of Complaint as having had an affair with Burr,
and her maid gave testimony as to explicit sex acts she had witnessed. 2Jl
In October, Texans held a Consultation and called for the restoration of the
Mexican Constitution of 1824. Delegates ordered the land offices closed
because of confusion and arguments over land claims that distracted
participants. During Williams' absences to New Orleans and elsewhere, Gail
Borden, Jr, the son of the local blacksmith, maintained the land records, but
primarily coordinated the Texans' committees of correspondence. Thus, many
claims in the San Felipe land office were unfinlshed. In Nacogdoches, George
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Nixon registered claims beyond the closing date. In all, 1,400 claims were
"unfinished" including the land and headright claims of Jane McManus. 19
McManus had more difficulties than unfinished land grants and the Burr
divorce scandal. Williams had altered the land office copy of her Valdez Grant.
He had erased Perfecto Valdez on the first page and inserted Rafael de Aguirre.
Later in court, Williams claimed that Perfecto Valdez was inserted in error on
subsequent pages, but, as Gaylon Greaser, translator of Spanish documents in
the General Land Office explained, mistakes were never erased but lined
through and explained at the end of documents similar to endnotes. The best
explanation is that Williams needed four grants for Handrick's Alabama Land
Company in April 1833, when the speculators came to inspect the land for
which they had made a deposit in the form of drafts that Williams had already
cashed. With the three grants of Tomas de la Vega, Raphael de Aguirre, and Jose
Maria Aguirre still unlocated and with that of Mrs. McManus altered as the
second RafaeJ de Aguirre grant, Williams had four grants for the Alabamians.
Asa Hoxey located the altered grant on the San Gabriel River in present
WilJiamson County.30
While her brother became a hero of the Texas Revolution, Jane traded land
claims for room and board and legal fees for a peIjury suit against Mrs. Burr's
maid. In December 1837, Jane returned to Texas and registered her land claims.
The Texas government refused to honor eleven-league grants because Texan~
thought the 1,100 grants issued by the Monclova legislature in 1&34 and 1835
caused Santa Anna's march north. The Constitution of the Republic denied the
grants purchased by Mason as agent of the Galveston Bay & Texas Land
Company. Furthermore, only Texas residents could own land, claims were to be
registered, and contllcts settled in local courtsY
In January 1838, Jane registered the Waco, Matagorda, and headright
claims that totaled 83,272 acres. The Texas Land Board and Matagorda County
Commissioners agreed that her claims were valid, but others had claimed the
same land. By late November, rumors of the Burr scandal had spread to
Matagorda and Jane's rivals used the gossip to their advantage. A Mississippi
faction with claims to her Matagorda land refused her entry to a public ball.
They claimed that she was unfit for respectable society. The incident almost
caused a duel when Ira R. Lewis, William Cazneau, and Charles DeMorse, later
editor of the Clarksville Northern Standard, defended Jane'!; honor and
challenged the adversaries. The newspaper reported that at a public meeting it
was decided that the circumstance did not merit such drastic action. In January
1839, McManus sold her father's city lots and returned to New York. 32
To earn a living for herself and her son, McManus, again used her married
name, Stonn, and became ajourna1ist. She wrote for the New York Tribune, the
New York Sun, and anonymously for the United States Magazine & Democratic
Review. She returned to Texas on land business in the 1R40s and transferred
one-half of her headright claim to Swartwout for his payment of her legal debts.
Thomas 1. Chambers received the other half for his legal assistance in getting
the claim recognized. According to Swartwout and James Morgan, Jane could
have gotten all her land had she only married Anthony Butler, the former
minister to Mexico, who lived in Washington County, or an unnamed wealthy
New Orleans gentleman. 33
McManus would not settle in Texas but did write on behalf of Texas for
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the New York press. Textual analysis indicates that &he wrote the expansionist
materials in the Sun and on manifest destiny attributed to John L. 0' Sullivan in
the Democratic Review that convinced New Yorkers to vote for James K. Polk
and Texas annexation. Perhaps for her service to Texas, Adolphus Sterne
deeded Jane McManus 1,283 acres of land on Carrizo Creek. She traveled to
Mexico on diplomatic missions during the Mexican War and was involved in
the 1849 Narciso Lopez filibuster activities that resulted in indictment~ of New
Yorkers. It was then that Jane left New York and married Texas border trader
William Cazneau. She wrote of her experiences as Eagle Pass: or L~fe on the
Border (1852). With the assistance of Secretary of State William L. Marcy, she
secured a diplomatic post for William Cazneau in the Dominican Republic. The
Cazneaus spent the remainder of their lives in the Caribbean. Throughout her
career, as Cora Montgomery, Jane promoted territorial and commercial
expansion into Texas, Mexico, the Caribbean, and Central America. She
published more than J00 signed newspaper columns in six metropolitan
newspapers, more than twenty articles in three national journals, fifteen or more
books and pamphlets, and edited five or more newspapers and journals. She
was in the process of returning to Texas to continue her land claim battles, but
died at sea in 1878 when the Emily B. Souder came apart in heavy seas and sank
near Bermuda. 34
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MRS. GENERAL PICKETT AND MARSHALL
by Max S. !Ale
How "Mrs. General Pickett" was mistreated when she spoke in Marshall,
Texas, on her favorite subject; The Battle of Gettysburg - and incidentally
added polish to the new persona of her defeated husband, dead for thirty-three
years - seems clear.
But who was to blame? W.O. Allen, through whose influence with a
Chautauqua association the booking was arranged, or the Chautauqua
association itself? Was Allen's censure a year later by Camp No. 621, United
Confederate Veterans, justified by events a year earlier?
Complete answers to these questions must await further investigation.
Footprints of the controversy appear in the minutes of a meeting of the
veterans group, but the details are missing. Now in the possession of a greatgranddaughter, Mrs. Bin (Joan) Jones of Marshall, the minutes were recorded
in a commercial-type ledger by Thomas Ashford Elgin (pronounced with a hard
"g"). He kept the minutes as adjutant and uscribe" from January 1907 through
March 1910.

In 1908, Marshall still swelled with pride over its two Confederate
governors of Texas, Edward Clark and Pendleton Murrah. its U.S. and
Confederate senator, Louis T. Wigfall, and the companies of troops it and
Harrison County contributed in whole or in part to the Confederate anned
forces.
Still an icon in the community was Walter Paye Lane, Irish immigrant,
veteran of San Jacinto, Indian fighter, major in the Mexican War, and
Confederate brigadier general. I
Marshall wore its pride on a gray or butternut sleeve.
DCV camp adjutant Elgin had been a member of the W.P. Lane Rangers,
a Confederate company from Marshall whose place in history was fixed when
W.W. Heartsill, another member, self-published his Fourteen Hundred and 91
Days in the Confederate Anny: A Journal Keptfor Four Years, One Month and
One Day or Camp Life, Day-by-Day ofthe W P. Lane Rangers, from April 19th,
1861, to May 20th, 1865.
With sixty-nine references to Elgin, this work is avidly pursued by Civil
War bibliophiles. Both Al Lowman and the late John Jenkins, experts each,
recorded superlatives in commenting on the Heartsill volume. Lowman ha<i
written that "What Heartsill wrought has been deservedly characterized as
'probably the most unique book in the entire field of soldier narratives,.n
Jenkins called it ·'the rarest and most coveted book on the American Civil War."2
His Civil War service and subsequent veteran activities were not Elgin's
only footnote in history, however. It was in his cotton broker father's Elgin
Hotel, 3 located near the railroad tracks in Marshall where the noted thespian
Maurice Barrymore was shot and nearly killed by a railroad tough. 4 Now gone,
the Elgin and its role in the affair often and erroneously are credited to the stillstanding Ginocchio Hotel, a separate and distinctive hostelry also located near
the tracks.
Max S. Lale. past presideTlt oj East Texas Historical Associution lives in Marsha1l and Fort Worth.
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The story of Mrs. George Pickett's lecture appearance in Marshall began
innocently enough, as recorded by Elgin in the minutes of the DeV Marshall
camp for its meeting on Sunday aftemoon~ July 5, 1908: "It being announced
that Mrs. General Pickett would lecture on the battle of Gettysburg where her
gallant husband led one of the most brilliant charges in the annals of history,
our camp resolved to attend in a body, and that those who were not able
financially should be furnished tickets for attendance:'
"On account of the lecture of Mrs. Picket (sic)." he added, "the Daughters
had no programme this once, though there was a goodly number of Marshall
Chapter No. 412 present to encourage and cheer the old vets in their
proceedings, which is appreciated most highly by the Camp."
Modestly, Elgin did not mention his wife as among those Daughters
attending, though for many years she had been a stalwart among that sisterhood
and on January 19 two years earlier had been principal speaker at the dedication
of the Confederate statue on the courthouse grounds.-' Of Llano granite, this
statue had been commissioned by Frank Teich of Llano and cost $2,500. It
face['j east, of course.
For the statue's dedication, K. M. VanZandt, originally from Marshall, had
returned from Fort Worth to visit with old friends and to remember the war. A
son of Isaac VanZandt, a leading candidate for governor of Texas until his
death, K.M. VanZandt had long since migrated to Fort Worth, where he became
a banker and pillar of the community,li He had commanded Company D, 7th
Texas Infantry, during his combat years.
Curiously, W.D. Adair's Evening Messenger reported neither Mrs.
Pickett's forthcoming appearance nor an account of the lecture itself.
Previously the paper had plugged the various Chautauqua attractions and
announced prices for individual and season tickets. In his issue for July 3, two
days before Mrs. Pickett's appearance, Adair carried a small story announcing
that ''the [new], city hall will be ready; seats and lights are now being placed."
In another story in the same issue, the newspaper noted that the opening day
program would include a male quartet in the afternoon and a reading in the
evening by Meredith Thompson from her role in "Rebecca of Sunnybrook
Fann" u ..• one of the most delightful and fascinating readings ever heard on the
platform."
Previous to construction of the new city ha'il at the southeast comer of the
Marshall square, the Chautauqua series had been staged in "The Tabernacle." A
rambling frame structure of plank construction. still unpainted at the time of its
ra.ling after World War n, it had been built al the corner of North Washington
and Grand Avenues for an original incarnation as the site of religious revivals.
After the war it housed a tire retreading operation, a chili joint, and other
dissimilar enterprises.
A month after Mrs. Pickett'l\ appearance - at its first subsequent meeting
- the DCY camp voted the "Thanks of the camp ... to Prof. W.D. Allen, whose
influence wiLh Mr. Ayers of the Chautauqua, and who generously passed free
those members of this calnp at the rendition of l\1rs. Pickett's lecture on
Gettysburg:'
In the absence in 1908 of radio, television, tape recorders, and camcorders,
we shall never know what Mrs. Pickett said, of course. However, given Elgin's
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comment in July about her gallant husband's "brilliant charge" - along with
LaSalle Pickett's thirty-three year campaign after his death to create a new
persona for the dead general - it seems safe to say that no mention was made
that George Pickett had been dismissed from the anny on General Robert E.
Lee's personal order only days before the end at Appomattox.
Only in recent years has Mrs. Pickett's effort at "spinning" her husband's
reputation - including changing her own name from Sallie to LaSalle - become
a serious study by modem historians. Among these are Edward Longacre,
Richard Selcer, Gary Gallagher, and Lesley J. Gordon, all of whom generally
agree that the modem George Pickett is a creature of her mission-determined
campaign.
Selcer, in one of two books about the Confederate general, has written that
"It was LaSalle Pickett who largely created the George Pickett we know today
,.. her decades-long writing and speaking campaign on her husband's behalf
was a "public relations juggernaut."? Indeed, one reviewer of Gordon's new
work on the general declares that "practically every word, whether about
George's life or her own, was a fabrication."B
Neither LaSalle Pickett's efforts nor the modem study of her husband's
life dintinishes the pivotal event at Gettysburg, it should be said. Scholars long
have held that it was the watershed from which could only flow an ultimate
surrender by the Confederacy's anned forces. Indeed, television documentarian
Ken Bums, critically acclaimed for his ''The Civil War," has installed July 3,
1863, and George Pickett's failed charge, as one of the five most important
dates in American history, along with the signing of the Declaration of
Independence and the Emancipation Proclamation. 9
Still conscious forty-one years afterward of its old soldiers and their
investment in history, along with an untainted affection for Mrs. Pickett,
Marshall apparently had been simmering for several months over something in
connection with her appearance in the city.
Adjutant Elgin noted this concern in the minutes of a meeting of Camp
621 on March 3, 1909. After a report from the mortuary committee by Chaplain
Hudgins on the death of A.B. Corley - "A good citizen & soldier" he recorded that "the adj utant was called upon by the commander to read
the correspondence of this camp in regard to the mistreatment and discourtesy shown Mrs. General Pickett while in her lecturing tour at this place
last summer ... ,"
The upshot of this proceeding was that the vets adopted a resolution
condemning the "unjust and discourteous treatment" of the "widow of the
lamented 'Hero of Gettysburg' and the ward of every true Confederate Veteran
in our Southland."
Then eame the first clue in the minutes to the discourteous treatment Mrs.
Pickett had suffered. In the second paragraph of the resolution it was
"Resolved, That the mistreatment of Mrs. General Pickett by Col. Ayers,
manager of the Chautauqua association of McAllister, Okla., in refusing at this
place, and failing to recompense her for her services and lecture, was a gross
outrage and unbecoming of a true gentleman, and that the W. P. Lane Camp of
Confederate Veterans unanimously censures and condemns his acts."
The resolution stipulated that "a copy of this resolution be given to the
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Evening Mess [enger], DaB [as] news and Houston Chronicle for publication,
and that this correspondence be filed away within the archives of this camp."
The next volley in the escalating war was recorded in the minutes of the
Lane Camp on April 4, 1909. Elgin recorded that a letter had been received
from Mrs. Pickett asking that "the resolution of censure upon Mr. Ayers be not
published in the papers, as she did not wish the world to know how she was
mistreated among her own people." After the reading of her letter, the camp
members voted to rescind that portion of the resolution, "the balance of the
censure to stand upon the records of this camp ...."
Several non-members were present at the meeting to Jearn more about the
controversy, and the commander, according to the minutes, decided to allow a
free discussion of the "whole disgraceful affair." Elgin recorded that this
opportunity "was taken advantage of by several of our leading citizens, who
expressed themselves very forcibly on the transaction. The battle raged hot and
furious for a time and in the wind up the Adj. offered" ... another resolution!
This resolution, in turn, "brought out a hot discussion, and was laid over
until our next regular meeting upon the condition suggested by Mr. W.O. Allen,
which was to the effect he would get the contract or a copy of the contract
between Mrs. P. and the Chautauqua Association or the Slayton Lyceum
bureau, and whatever the contract price as shown, he would pay the same to
Mrs. Pickett less the $40.00 already paid."
At the next meeting, on May 2, Allen was called upon by the commander
to read letters he had received from Mrs. Pickett in answer to his offer to pay
the balance of her speaking fee, even if, as Elgin recorded, "he had to go down
in his own pocket or sacrifice property to get it."
In substance, Mrs. Pickett replied that she "would accept the money only
from the one who is juslly due her - that she considered Mr. Ayers. justly
indebted to her and would not look to Mr. Allen for reimbursement under any
circumstances.''

Dr. E.B. Blocker took the floor and "gave a lengthy diagnosis of the
evidence before the Camp, and moved that the resolution offered at our last
meeting be passed, with the proviso, That the question be dropped by this
Camp." Thereupon, a Mr. Pace made some "pointed remarks" and said Mr.
Allen "should have paid the am't at the time out of proceeds of the lecture, as
he would have done."
The final resolution as passed declared that "it is the sense of W.P. Lane
Camp, UCV No. 621 that the actions of Mr. W.D. Allen toward Mrs. General
Pickett, during her Chautauqua tour last summer in this city was unjust and
wrong and meets with the disapproval and censure from this Camp."
With that action, the controversy over the $100 fee due "Mrs. General
Pickett" disappeared into the mists, or at least from the meeting minutes of the
old vets. A.D. Allen, whose influence with the Chautauqua association
apparently brought Mrs. Pickett to town and who "generously passed free" the
members of the camp who could not pay, was censured by the recipients of his
generosity, all for the sake of Southern honor. "Colonel" Ayers of the
Chautauqua Association in Oklahoma escaped censure. And who, if anybody,
paid the balance of Mrs. Pickett's lecture fee will remain unknown until other
evidence appears.
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BUILDING AND SELLING THE NAACP:
LULU B. WHITE AS AN ORGANIZER AND MOBILIZER
by Merline Pitre

From its founding in ]909 until well past the mid 1940s, what highlighted
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People's (NAACP)
activities and dramatized its work were its effort~ to secure for African
Americans the constitutional and basic rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness. To carry out this mission, the organization depended heavily upon
its various branches to raise funds and to increase membership. Membership
dues provided the basic revenue for local branches and also for state and
national operations. The salaries of all workers came from membership
revenues. In a word, the organization's entire structure depended upon this
source of income. In Texas, four branches - Dallas, Houston, San Antonio. and
Marshall - were established prior to 1920. But from ]922 to 1937. these
chapters experienced many obstacles in their quest for money, membership, and
survival. This situation changed when a group of black Texans revived the four
languished branches and established the Texas State Conference of Branches.
Designed to direct the state civil rights movement, this organization served as a
liaison between the local chapters and the national office of the NAACP.
Additionally, the State Conference of Branches was charged with establishing
and revising old branches, and filing lawsuits to bring about equity for blacks
in voting rights, education, public accommodation and employment. I
Of the men who participated in the above activities, we know a great deal.
Those not so well known are the black women whose roles in building local
branches has received scant attention from historians. One such individual was
Lulu Belle Madison White. The tenth of twelve children, Lulu was born in
Elmo, Texas, in 1900 to Henry Madison, a landowner, and Easter Madison. a
domestic worker. Lulu received her early education in Elmo and Terrell public
schools. Following her high school graduation, she attended Butler College for
one year then transferred to Prairie View College where she received a
bachelor's degree in English in 1928. In that same year she married a prominent
Houston businessman. Julius White, a man with a great deal of capital and a
long-time member of the NAACP who served as plaintiff in several whiteprimary cases. This marriage had both its advantages and disadvantages.
Unable to find a teaching job in Houston Independent School District because
of what some called "her husband's involvement in civil rights," Lulu White
procured a position in Lufkin, Texas. After teaching school for nine years,
White resigned her post and became an activist with the NAACP in the struggle
to eliminate the Texas Democratic white primary.
It is important to note that Lulu White djd not join the NAACP thoughtlessly or simply as an extension of her husband's involvement. While still a
student at Prairie View, she was involved in almost every movement for social
change on campus. When she became first vice president of her senior c1a..,s,
she stated that one of her major goals after graduation was to become a member
of the hiracial committee of Houston. Failing in this effort, White mmed to the
NAACP. Tn 1937 she was named Director of the Youth Council and in 1939 she
became the acting president of the Houston Branch of the NAACP.2
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When White assumed the interim rule as president in September 1939, the
Houston chapter was beset with financial and management problems. There
were accusations of misconduct and malfeasance against several leading
officers. To remedy this ~ituation (while attending the national NAACP convention in Richmond. Virginia), Lulu White spoke to Walter White, executive
secretary of the NAACP, concerning "some existing conditions in the branch
quite out of line with the aims and purpose of the Association." When she
returned to Houston she requested a visit from Walter White, stating "a visit
from you would mean saving our branch." Rather than making the trip himself,
Walter White sent national field worker Daisy Lampkin. Upon her arrival,
Lampkin found the situation unbelievable and confirmed the reports that the
Houston NAACP branch was being used "as political football by unscrupulous
men." Without being specific, Lampkin informed Waller White that "the branch
and Chamber of Commerce l Negro] have the same men as officers and there
has been so much stealing and so many irregularities that each man is forced to
support the other." In spite of the corruption, Lampkin found several honest and
supportive persons, including William M. Drake, branch treasurer, and Lulu
White, whom she described as "an honest and upright individual." After
Lampkin's investigation was completed, a slate of officers was elected without
Lulu White, who refused the nomination. Instead, she became a local field
worker and director of the membership drive. J
In large part because of her field work experience with the NAACP, Lulu
White became the first full-time, salaried executive secretary of the Houston
Branch in 1943, making her the first women in the South to hold such a post.
Upon hearing the news that she had been selected for the position, she could
hardly control her emotion. In a letter to Walter White, she exclaimed: "Give
me five years and I'll be darned if I don't give you 5,000 members in Houston.
I won't be a bit surprise if you won't move your headquarters here,"4
When Lulu White assumed the post of executive secretary of the Houston
chapter in 1943, her job description included managing the office, conducting
branch activities, helping to organize other branches, and especially directing
membership and fund-raising drives. On a salary of $89 per month and gasoline
money for her automobile provided by her husband, White immediately set out
to make Houston's branch one of the largest in the nation, Under her tutelage,
the Houston branch grew from 5,679 members in 1943 to ]0,705 in 1944 to
12,700 in 1945. Elated over Lulu White's performance, Daisy Lampkin wrote
to her: "Each day, I marvel at the amount of work you are ahle to accomplish."
A. Maceo Smith, executive secretary of the state branches, was equally pleased
with White for winning first place in the national membership drive in 1943.
Partly because of White's efforts, 23,000 new members enrolled in the national
association betwccn 1943 and 1945, thereby expanding the number of state
branches from thirty-six to one hundred and four. This increase in membership
enabled the Houston chapter to pay a subsidy to the national office for three
consecutive years: 1945 - $500; 1946 - $700; and 1947 - $500. 5
White's role 10 helping to build the NAACP might be better understood by
looking at it through what can be called "layers of leadership," or transcending
leadership. by which leaders engage and create new "leader-followers:' By
engaging ministers and presidents of civic, political, professional and educational, lahor and women's groups early in her career, the executive secretary
was able to establish a "leader followcrship.'" It was mainly through White's
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association and work with individuals such as these that she was able to keep
the association healthy via membership and fund raising.
As White went about establishing local chapters, she carried with her the
resources of the national organization and the experience and contacts necessary to bring in help from the state and national offices. It should also be noted
that White performed her duties as executive secretary in an efficient manner
despite personal illness, a meager budget, and lack of a support staff. As early
as December 1945, Lulu White informed Walter White that due to a heart
ailment, she might have to "give up her place as executive director." The doctors
indicated that she needed to rest for six months and had to lose sixty pounds.
But White's reply was "Could you imagine me not working for the NAACP?"6
Because of Lulu White's dedication to building the NAACP, as well as her
record in membership drives, one could easily understand why A. Maceo Smith
would ask her to become director of state branches on March 26, 1946. At the
time of her appointment, White informed her good friend and national field
worker, Ella Baker, that she was disabled to a small degree by a heart ailment. 7
Six months later, she complained to Gloster Current of a "bad valve in the
heart" and of the need for plenty of rest. 8 This ailment aside, White continued
to perform her duties with efficiency - working sometimes out of her home and
at other times out of her office on a budget of $275 per month. Out of this
budget came her salary, now raised to $100 per month, $75 for a secretary,
$32.50 for rental of a building, $30 for publicity and $12 for telephones. White
worked also as a file clerk and bookkeeper without any of the latest
stenographic equipment. Only after the diagnosis of her heart ailment did she
purcha....e an AB Dick monograph duplicator and hire Christia V. Adair as
administrative assistant. Thus, monies for defraying the cost for telegrams,
duplication, and administrative assistance depended on the Lulu White's fundraising ability. Hearing from White about the steps she had taken to keep the
office running smoothly, Ella Baker replied: "For a gal who has a leaking heart,
you are certainly going strong. Don't overdo it, but of course this advice is more
easily given than followed.''9
Ella Baker was perceptive. Instead of allowing the heart ailment to slow
her down, White doubled her dTorts by launching two membership drives as
executive secretary and as director of state branches. On March 20,1946, she
told Lucille Black, national membership chair, "Texas will make you proud of
her ... We are not going to stop until we have one hundred thousand [members].
We are really trying to break a record with our Texas State Conference." Lulu
White subsequently established chapters in Rosenberg and New Waverly with
widespread interest from individuals in adjoining counties. Enjoying her work
immensely, White told Ella Baker: "J get a big kick out of these people wanting
branches, so 1 say get as many as fifty (members) and you may have a branch
of your own and they start hustling for members."1U This kind of infectious
charisma and knowing how to sell her product - the NAACP - enabled White
to develop the loyal following so necessary to the movement in the mid 1940s.
Setting her state membership goal at 100,000 in 1946, White urged Gloster
Current to send whatever supplies he could to her: "Any kind of stuff you have
is needed. We have grouped the people into 10-30 groups and the minimum
number we are expecting is 100,000." White assigned a captain from each
group. These captains recruited members from all walks of life - churches.
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labor unions, postal workers, barbers, beauticians, professional and lay people,
to name a few. 11
It should not come as a surprise that Lulu White capitalized on the
foundation laid by the Rev. A.A. Lucas, president of the Houston chapter, in
soliciting membership from the churches. As an organizational tool in the
struggle for civil rights, the church was second to none. It provided infonnational networks and furnished the meeting places and fund-raising machinery.
The church was the oldest and most respected institution in the black
community. Central to black culture, the symbol of black historical experience
and the expression of African Americans hopes and aspirations, the church gave
blacks a sense of solidarity, self-identity, and self-respect. And when it came to
arousing and man ipulating an audience, the combination of black preachers and
Lulu White had few rivals.

White's effectiveness in soliciting memberships and monies was connected to the transcendent leadership styles of black ministers. These ministers
developed a "behind the scenes" local leadership cadre whose style was the
antithesis of the "out front" style of Lulu White. The Texas civil rights movement is replete with the image of Lulu White up at the podium and black
ministers and labor leaders down in the trenches organizing. The ministers were
effective organizers because they knew their clients, knew how to motivate
them, how to recognize local leadership, and how to put it out front. They knew
how to delegate responsibilities by placing members of their congregations over
an auxiliary and giving them a sense of "somebodiness," while simultaneously
extracting loyalty and work from them. It was through these church members
that many ministers gained a sense of efficacy and through these ministers. that
Lulu White gained some of the necessary tools for reaching the rest of the black
community.
White applied the same model to her relationships with labor unions and
fraternal organizations. So, with a cadre of labor unions, fraternal, political,
social, and church leaders going from door to door spreading the word about
the NAACP and seeking new recruits, the task of soliciting membership
became easier for White. From the beginning, such organizing efforts were the
keys to the success of the movement and to Lulu White's leadership. As a result,
whenever the NAACP called a rally to discuss an issue, much of the work was
already done. The ministers, union leaders, and fraternal and social organization presidents provided an audience, generated enthusiasm l and brought legitimacy to the movement that White so ably articulated.
More often than not, this model in membership and fund-raising drives
worked well for White. On occasion. however, her endeavors were obscured by
distractions. For example, when White accepted the post of director of state
branches, she not only suffered from a heart ailment, but also experienced
internecine fighting in her own local chapter. There were times when the latter
impediment seemed too much to bear. Writing national membership director
Lucille Black in November 1946, she said: UI am not sure I will keep this
position. I am nol happy as I have been in my work [with the NAACP] .. _
Happiness is about alJ I could call myself getting out of it and knowing that
some good was actually done." White continued, "I love the NAACP ... I
would like to be part of it, but it is not necessary to keep on and not be happy."
Black responded with wisdom and encouragement: "Personally I can think of
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no one who could do a better job than yoU ... I know there are times when most
of U~ feel ]jke throwing in the towel, but we don't because we know that the
cause for which we are fighting is bigger than all the petty annoyances. We
certainly cannot afford to lose your service."'2 With this kind of moral support
coming from her superior, White pressed forward with the work of the NAACP'
She attended the Louisiana-Texas Leadership Training Conference for branch
secretaries in Shreveport, Louisiana and gave a presentation on "Making
Branch Committees Work." When she returned from the conference, she
successfully applied what she had learned. She moved across the state organiL.ing branches in Palacios, Bryan, Taylor, and other locations. Additionally, she
sought advice from Gloster Current, national director of branches, who gave
her all the infonnation he could "to make the NAACP go forward in Texas."
Elated, White responded in kind: "No program should do any better than a wcllplanned program for the NAACP."I.,
White did a good job as director of state branches, working with local
leaders to mobilize the community. organizing new branches, and disseminating information from the national and state offices to their affiliates. Yet, despite
the service that Lulu White rendered as state director, her work was affected to
a great degree by her position as executive secretary of the Houston chapter. By
November 1946. the quarrel between Lulu White and Carter Wesley had
reached an impasse over the integration of the University of Texas vis 'a vis the
establishment of Texas State University for Negroes. This fight had a great deal
to do with White's uncompromising stance on integration. She wholeheartedly
believed that there could be no equality in segregation. This position was
opposed by Carter Wesley, who thought the government could make separate
equal. Because of White's disagreement, Wesley began an attack which caused
her to attempt to resign on three occasions. On December 31,1946. Whi te
informed her superiors, Albert A. Lucas, President of the Houston chapter,
Walter White, executive secretary of the National Office, and Thurgood
Marshall. NAACP counsel, of her intention to resign from her post as executive
secretary at the request of her husband, Julius, who was disgusted with
Wesley's attacks on her. Complaining of Wesley's recent article, Lulu White
told Roy Wilkins: "When Julius saw this article, he went to pieces." While her
husband was of the opinion that it was not necessary for her to continue to be
subjected to Wesley's pen, she felt otherwise. "[ would rather drop dead than
give up at this stage of the game, lbut Julius l cannot stay out of the mess when
personalities enter," wrote Lulu. 1J
Hearing of Lulu White's intention to leave the local office branch, A.
Maceo Smith and other leaders began to speculate if White a]so would resign
as director of state branches. White's letter of resignation, however, indicated
that she was hesitant about making good on her promise to leave: "1 would not
quit for anything," said White, "but Julius demands it." It appears that White
was trying to find some way to justify remaining as executive secretary. She got
her wish when Thurgood Marshall wrote, "I have heard of your resignation, and
1 for one deeply appreciate your position, but we need people like you and
Julius in the work of the NAACP. I have been accused of giving aid and comfort
to you in your stand against segregation, so 1 might a'i well repeat that [ think
you are absolutely correct in your stand opposing segregation of any kind in
Texas." Toward the end of his letter, Marshall was more forceful in his plea:
''The reason I think you are right is not only because I believe in you personally,
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but I don't believe the long fight of the NAACP against segregation is wrong."
This letter changed Julius' mind. On February 4, 1947, Lulu White wrote
Marshall, saying that "Julius has decided that even though I am still being
attacked by Mr. Wesley in his Informer, 1 still can work. This is how much we
both appreciate your letter." L\
Partially because of Marshall's letter and partially because the Houston
chapter refused to accept her resignation and instead gave her a vote of confidence, White continued as executive secretary and director of state branches.
She went forward with organizing and reorganizing branches, soliciting
memberships, and raising freedom money for the NAACP. She continued to
make frontal attacks on segregation, to organize cultural events, and to
recognize black history. White perfonned all of the above tasks for two years
without a paycheck - only to be reminded by her husband, when one did come
in 1948, that it was not enough to pay for gas. 16
When weighing her pleasant moments against the bad publicity that she
and the NAACP received because of Carter Wesley, the nagging question that
was uppermost in Lulu White's mind from 1946 to 1948 was whether to
continue to fight as executive secretary. Though she had another major arena in
which to fight, namely that of dlrector of state branches, White was totally
committed to the local chapter. As she indicated. "r she] had allowed herself to
become too engrossed in its work." Yet, White began to weaken in her resolve
to stay. On April 10, 1948, she wrote the executive board - L.H. Simpson,
president, James E. Robinson, treasurer, Sid Hilliard and 1. H. Jemison - of her
intention to resign. They turned a deaf ear to her request, but White persisted.
When the board convened for its last meeting of the year, she insisted that it
take action on her resignation. Again the board skirted the issue. On January 5,
1949, she told Roy Wilkins: "I hate to give up the work here lbutJ I am tired of
fighting within and without. This Branch ha.\ not had confidence in itself since
Mr. Wesley's tirades on me and Thurgood." After venting her frustration, White
decided to draft still another letter of resignation to the executive board, but
again to no avail. At this point White was in a quandary. She was reluctant to
step down, but was at the same time fearlul that if she did not leave, Julius
would physically hurt someone. There had been oral reports that Julius had
broken the butt of his gun on Carter Wesley's desk in protest of his attack on
Lulu White. He did so with the warning that if Wesley continued such attacks
on his wife he would break the butt of his gun on Wesley's head. 1i
Unmoved by Julius White's threat, in his editorial June 11, 1949, Wesley
reiterated his charge that White was a communist, citing her signature on a
petition to protest the jailing of the editor of the Daily Worker in a New York
conspiracy triaL Two days after the publication of (his editorial, White tendered
her resignation and demanded that the board accept it. In her letter, she
admonished her colleagues to keep the faith in their struggle for equality. "This

effort of Mr. Wesley to kill my influence ... is not without intention [butJ my
wound is not so great that it will not heal. Let us all rededicate ourselves to the
full emancipation of our people," said White. Relieved of the pressure from
within and without, White wrote Roy Wilkins on June 22, 1949, and proclaimed: "Home for sure this time, can't have trouble with Julius about it." But
White had mixed feelings about stepping down from the power base that she
had created. She suggested as much in her letter of resignation: "I will be standing by if there can be any reconciliation for the great cause by my husband,"
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said White. After alt, the local branch was familiar territory. White knew the
people. She socialized with them. She knew the leaders and who was in the
trenches. Arguably~ in Houston, Lulu White was larger than life. As one of her
friends said, "when Lulu walked into a place, everyone knew that the NAACP
was there." In a word, Lulu was the NAACP and the NAACP was Lulu, and she
came to believe it. 1H
Almost immediately, the national office of the NAACP tapped White to
become a national field worker. A. Maceo Smith told Roy Wilkins that Lulu
White would be a strategic addition to the Southwest staff for a nationwide
membership campaign in 1950. Wilkins acknowledged that while White~s
service in Houston would not be good at that time, she possessed a variety of
qualities that would be most helpful in other cities. Citing White's successful
civil rights mobilization rally in Houston in 1950, her unquestioned loyalty to
the NAACP, and her work as chair of the Regional Advisory Committee, Smith
reminded Wilkins that White had "the respect of a great many leaders in the
region." Wilkins concurred, and after the consultation with and approval by A.
Maceo Smith, executive director of state branches, and Lucille Black, director
of membership, White was placed on the national staff in the Branch Department at a salary of $24.00 per week from February 15, 1950 to June 8, 1950. JQ
With her new assigrunent, White no longer directed the Association's
activities from within the state, but became an initiator of action outside the
state. One of her first assignments as special field agent was in Lake Charles~
Louisiana. After receiving words of encouragement from Lucille Black, White
went about her work with fervor. Within one week of her arrival, White, along
with Reverend A. Washington, the local branch president, had developed a
"leader-follower" cadre. White was an intelligent leader whose unfamiliarity
with the people of Lake Charles led her to rely upon the leadership of black
ministers. Wisdom born of experience had taught her that this method would
yield results. In areas where a branch was dead or dying, it was necessary to
arouse the ministers before they could stimulate their congregations. That
burden fell on White's shoulders, but this task was not particularly difficult
because she had experience in articulating blacks' concerns and was
uncompromising in her attacks against Jim Crow. This was especially true in
Lake Charles. In less than two weeks her followers had enlisted over 100 new
recruits. Upon her departure, many board members expressed their gratitude to
White for being so "neighborly in helping to revive a dying branch."2ll
Lulu White left Lake Charles for St. Louis, Missouri, to boost a sagging
membership in that city. St. Louis had been one of the largest branches in the
country in the 1940s, but in recent years imerest and participation in the
movement had waned. What St. Louis needed was a motivator. In Gloster
Current's opinion, White was "just the right kind of person with the proper
personality and knowledge of the NAACP to handle the St. Louis situation."
Current reaffirmed his confidence in White's ability to her husband, Julius: "We
want you to know how much we appreciate Lulu's help, how greatly she is
needed in helping to conduct this membership campaign for the NAACP." 2I
After settling in St. Louis~ White immediately took steps to rejuvenate an
ailing branch. Relying on that "transcendent" leadership model which she had
used so effectively in Houston and Lake Charles~ White assured Gloster Current
that everything would be all right: «I guarantee this will be a campaign. J am
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getting the organization of it completed this week and then we will hit the field
with the campaign and the workers." White placed the workers into five groups
with a minister as captain of each. One could argue that White trapped these
ministers into leadership positions; if they dropped out of the campaign, they
would be branded as cowards and traitors. If the membership increased, they
would enjoy the role of coordinators. In stirring these ministers to action~ she
often pointed out that each repressive act by whites tightened the bonds of pride
and trust between the preachers and the people. To reinforce this bond between
leaders and followers, White secured the services of people across class lines.
She offered merit certificates as incentives to anyone who brought in more than
fifty members. White's efforts paid off: the membership increased and the St.
Louis Branch returned to the respectable position it had occupied in previous
years. 22
After completing her work in St. Louis, Lulu White decided to attend the
Association's annual national convention, a convention for which she would
maintain perfect attendance for twenty years. Since she did not have credentials, she wrote Gloster Current and offered her service gratis in exchange for a
pass into the Boston meeting. Current accepted this offer and, while at the
convention, convinced White that the national office needed her services in
Arkansas. White was prepared to go to Arkansas in August 1950, but due to
financial exigencies of the branch, she did not leave until September 1950.
Employed for four weeks, White's stay cost $340.00. This included living
expenses, travel, postage, stationery, and the printing of leaflets. All expenditures were paid by the National Office because Arkansas's state branch was in
a deficit. Part of White's assignment was to conduct a fund-raising campaign
with the understanding that the yield of the drive would be used to reimburse
the National Office. 23
Lulu White arrived in Little Rock, Arkansas, on September 21, 1950, to
face what could be described only as a "grand mess." There was dissension
within the branch, divisions along class lines, and alleged embezzlement of
funds by some members. This situation prompted White to write Gloster
Current: "Boy-O-Boy, you guys can give me really tuff (sic) assignments. I
thought St. Louis wa'\ tough enough, but it was as sweet as a lamb. That tells
you what this is like." Unlike branches she had established or revived in Texas,
Louisiana, and Missouri, White had little or no cooperation from native
Arkansans. In fact, she began working under conditions that one described as
"so bad, words are unable to explain them." Still White set out to do the
impossible and make something out of nothing - to mobilize troops who had
defected. 24
White's first task was to help Arkansas become financially solvent. "The
work of the NAACP in Arkansas is at its lowest ebb," wrote Lucille Black to
Lulu White. "In order to continue, we must raise at least five thousand dollars
($5,000.00) at once," In keeping with this directive, White sent two letters to
members and friends soliciting funds. The first letter was one of consciousness
raising. Calling upon the members to "form a united front against Jim Crow,"
White said that the lack of funds in the branch treasury prevented it from
litigating court cases. The second letter was more to the point. It emphasized
the urgency of the situation: "This letter to you is an emergency!" wrote White.
"We must raise at least five thousand dollars at once. Time is of the essence. Act
now ... We need money now."25
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When White took to the field to make personal contacts with prospective
members, she encountered friction within the black community. "Every black
person is in a different class and he/she does not want to work with someone
out of his/her class," wrote White to Current. "They even have what is called
First Families of Arkansas," continued White. "But when I get through with
them, they will at least know that there is one organization in Arkansas in which
they all may take part. I hope to net about $2000 bucks." Tn hindsight, one
knows that given the lack of cooperation and the division that existed among
African Americans in Little Rock, it was wishful thinking for White to assume
that she would raise $2000 or that she would change the attitudes of blacks
about themselves or about the NAACP. Acknowledging the difficulty and
disappointments she encountered, and writing Gloster midway through the
campaign, she said: "I have never worked so hard in all of my life. This is a tuft
(sic) one. But by all the devils in tonnent, I am going to get the job done."~f>
However noble White's plans might have been, she was unable to reach
the goal of raising $5000 during her four-week stay. In fact, she raised only
$1500 by the time of her departure. Yet, she set in motion the mechanism and
energy, and Arkansas finally achieved its goal in November, one month after
White's departure. 27 The fact that White did not accomplish her objective had a
great deal to do with a lack of cooperation from black ministers who hindered
her efforts in mobilizing the foot soldiers of the movement. Also, White was not
as successful as she had hoped because of her short tenure in the area. Without
finn roots in the community and without a strong "leader-follower" cadre, four
weeks was simply too short to accomplish much.
Lulu White's travel, both as a special field agent and as director of state
branches, took her away from her home for almost the entire year of 1950. But
after the Arkansas campaign, she returned to Houston, became involved in the
day to day operation of the local chapter and the membership drive of which
she became chairperson in 1954. Coupled with those responsibilities, White
continued to be an advocate and a gadfly for the civil and political rights of
blacks until her death in Houston July 7, 1957. 28
In sum, it can be said that Lulu B. White was admired by a large number
of blacks as she traveled in and out of Texas organizing and reviving branches.
Noted for her dynamic speaking because of her capacity to impart courage and
to chase timidity, White literally moved people to action. She motivated crowds
to fight for civil rights and to develop strategies with branch presidents and
executive boards to achieve the desired results. She mobilized existing
networks around the organizing goals of the NAACP., conveying information to
and coordinating the activities of the branches. [n her capacity as builder and
salesperson, White was the quintessential wheelhorse and to a certain extent a
team player for the NAACP. She dominated not only the affairs of the NAACP
in her native city and state, but also to some degree those of the Southwest.
Under her direction, the Houston branch of the NAACP overcame difficult
times. During the war years, the organization's membership and prestige grew.
As director of state branches, White was one of the national office's main
source of information and advice concerning the welfare of blacks in Texas.
Similarly, she promoted the cause of the NAACP with an evangelical zeal when
she served as national field worker.
The success of the NAACP in breaking down racial barriers during the
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1940s and 1950s required the mobilization of the black community and leaders
capable of speaking persuasively to articulate African Americans' concerns to
the white power structure. Lulu White's attributes and wide range of skills
prepared her to meet the internal and external demands of the civil right~
movement. Her understanding of the black world came from her day-to-day
involvement in the community, her access to its institutions, and her regional
and national network within the NAACP. It may be that White's greatest
strength as a leader was her ability to mobilize the black community - its
people, financial resources, and leaders, and to sell her product (the NAACP)
by bringing in new members to the organization. White also gained the respect
of many self reliant grassroots leaders, many of whom were unconcerned with
who got the credit for success. Their triple devotion to civil rights, the NAACP.
and Lulu White contributed mightily toward abolishing the Texas White
Democratic statute, eradicating some forms of job discrimination, and
desegregating the University of Texas.
Tn her capacity as a leader, White was egocentric and at times vindictive
when she believed her authority was being questioned. Conversely, she could
be kind, gracious, and even self-deprecating when circumstances seemed to
require it. 8tiIJ, it was White's interpretation of the NAACP philosophy, and her
link to persons of influence within the organization, that detennined the
direction of her leadership and her response to African Americans' social,
political, and economic conditions of the 1940s and 19508. Conversely, the
NAACP's status was enhanced by White's wiJIingness to a'\sociate its cause
with the federal government's initiative and her close identification with liberal
reform and reform liberalism.
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WOMEN IN THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT:
JUANITY CRAFT VERSUS THE DALLAS ELITE
by Stefanie Decker
Until very recently, historians have neglected the contributions women
made to the civil rights crusade. Many remember Rosa Parks of Montgomery,
Alabama, and Daisy Bates of Little Rock, Arkansas, but few recall local or
regional leaders such as Juanita Craft of Dallas, who helped desegregate one
of the largest cities in Dixie.
Some people overlook the civil rights movement in Dallas because it
appeared to lack the deep segregation of other Southern cities. A Texas
Monthly article in 1991 claimed that the movement bypassed Dallas. J But
blacks in Dallas experienced the same discrimination as African Americans in
other parts of the South. Even after all the civil rights advances of the 1950s
and 19608, in 1970 Dallas ranked fourth on a list of the twenty most segregated
cities in the nation. Before the Brown decision of 1954, Jim Crow maintained
a strong foothold in Tex.as in segregated state parks, education, and
transportation, and a Texas statute outlawed miscegenation. 2 Although there
were only five Jim Crow laws, Juanita Craft recalls that, "they had the strength
of a thousand. And they were doubly enforced by tradition."3

In the 1950s and 1960s, while other Southern cities reluctantly integrated
public facilities, Dallas lagged behind. Blacks in Dallas Jived in conditions
similar to those at the end of the Civil War, and most African Americans worked
as janitors or domestics, for lower wages than whites. Women's jobs were
relegated overwhelmingly to the service sector. As in most Jim Crow cities,
whites barred African Americans from eating in restaurants, trying on clothes in
department stores, or using public restrooms and drinking fountains. Housing
was also segregated; blacks mostly lived in the South Dallas area of Oak Cliff.
Dallas had a small percentage of blacks compared to other Southern cities,
but that percentage was growing. In 1960, African Americans constituted
approximately nineteen percent of the total population in Dallas. By 1970,
although they only made up 24.8 percent of the population, they ranked the
highest of any group, 44.5 percent, in the Dallas Independent School District.
4

When the Supreme Court announced its decision in Brown vs. Topeka in
1954, Dallas whites recognized that desegregation was inevitable but did not
take voluntary action to accelerate it. After the violence that erupted in Little
Rock, Arkansas, Birmingham and Selma, Alabama, and Jackson, Mississippi,
Dallas' elite decided to begin the process of integration and control it before
others launched the local civil rights movement on a path they did not wish to
trod. In the 1960s, a small group of white businessmen and clergy ran the
city's government. Known as the "Dallas Way," these men governed the social,
economic, and political structure of the city. Hand-picking African Americans,
they sought an integrated council that would peacefully oversee local
desegregation. The white business leaders had one primary goal - preventing
violence in order to promote business. s
With the tragic assassination of President John F. Kennedy in Dallas,
citizens realized they must make changes to restore the city's image. Earlier,
Stefanie Decker is a Ph.D. candidate in history at Oklahoma State University, Stillwater,
Oklahoma.
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Dallasites had assaulted Ambassador to the United Nations Adlai Stevenson
when he tried to give a speech there. Shortly after Stevenson was mobbed,
Vice President Lyndon B. Johnson and Mrs. Johnson were attacked in downtown Dallas by reactionaries, dubbed the "'mink coat mob" because many were
wealthy. They struck Mrs. Johnson several times. Indeed, Dallas had a bad
image. While local leaders continued to allow militant whites free reign, the
Dallas Way decided to reform the city's image through censorship of local
affairs. The leading newspapers, including the African American owned
Dallas Express, agreed to practice self-censorship by refusing to report
activities or demonstrations that might lead to violence on the part of blacks."
Dallas businessmen were willing to undertake any task to maintain a good
image for their city that would foster prosperous business relations. Thus,
when the civil rights movement started to gain strength in Dallas, a strong,
intelligent, and dedicated leader was willing to fight the white business
structure to end segregation. Juanita Cmft proved to be the perfect choice.
Juanita Jewel Craft was born in 1902 in Round Rock, Texas. The granddaughter of slaves, she graduated from Prairie View Normal and Industrial
School in 1921 with a certificate in dressmaking. After a failed marriage, she
moved to Dallas in 1925 and became a bellmaid at the Adolphus Hotel, twice
attending Eleanor Roosevelt. After watching her mother tlie after white physicians refused her entrance to an all-white hospital, Craft became involved in
the struggle for black equality.'
In 1935, Craft joined the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP). The Texas NAACP had two primary goals in the
1930s - ending discrimination in the Texas Democratic primary election and
expanding educational opportunities for blacks. In 1945, Craft led a massive
NAACP membership campaign in Dallas, expanding its rolls to 7,000 in 1946.
The NAACP also appointed Craft state organizer in 1946, an unpaid position
that she held for eleven years. R Traveling from town to town, Craft held
meetings, solicited contributions, and organized new chapters - she was "like
a blood transfusion to a very weak patient.'''9 By 1958, Craft had organized 182
new branches in Texas. She also was involved in voter registration drives and
was the first black woman deputized to sell poll taxes and the first black
woman to vote in Dallas County. She traveled throughout the state, convincing
African Americans it was worth paying the $1.50 poll tax to vote, In She
recalled, "You had to put on your best argument to convince a lot of people
that it was worth it." I I
With the aid of A. Maceo Smith, the NAACP's Executive Secretary, Craft
sought to strengthen the NAACP in Dallas and promote it statewide. Thus, the -

Dallas chapter of the NAACP became the center from which flowed the efforts
to integrate the University of Texas, overturn the Democratic primary, and
equalize teachers' salaries. Although Craft organized numerous branches and
held a number of important positions, she never became president of the Texas
NAACP. Only in recent years has the NAACP and the city of Dallas
recognized her contribution, 12
The most important position Craft held in the NAACP was that of youth
advisor. Through the NAACP, Craft's goal was to end de facto segregation in
Dallas and give African American youths equal opportunity in education, in
jobs, and in social situations. Although the NAACP Youth Councils served
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primarily as social organizations, Craft tried to make them educational instruments as well. She viewed the Councils as training programs for the youths,
teaching them about the NAACP and the many doors the organization opened
for blacks. The children also served an important role for the NAACP. L~ The
youths were more than future NAACP members, they were «vitally needed as
plaintiffs in school cases as well as discrimination suits involving employment
and recreation facilities."14 Only through training of the young people could
the NAACP succeed, and education was the key to preparing the youths for
school integration and to reduce prejudice.
Beside~ organizing new local and collegiate chapters, Craft encouraged
young people to attend the NAACP national conferences. She held youth
meetings in her backyard and taught children about the responsibilities and
privileges of citizenship. Occasionally, as many as one hundred youths gathered in her yard to socialize; in time, they became members of the NAACP and
active in the civil rights movement. 15 From strategy planned in some of these
backyard meetings came perhaps the most memorable event of Craft's tenn as
Dallas youth director - the desegregation of the State Fair of Texas, held
annually in Dallas.

The Youth Council, in 1955, threatened to demonstrate against the Negro
Achievement Day at the State Fair. Negro Achievement Day, usually the last
day of the fair, wa~ set aside for blacks to enjoy the State Fair and promote
their school organizations apart from whites. By peacefully demonstrating
against Negro Day, the young people hoped to make whites recognize the
"burden and humiliation of a one day restriction."16 Although blacks were
allowed to attend the State Fair on any given day, local white hostility and
local tradition forced all but the most daring to wait for "their" day despite the
obvious discrimination - a problem the State Fair's board of directors claimed
had not existed since 1953. James H. Stewart, general manager of the Fair,
admitted in 1955 that two rides remained closed to blacks because they
entailed physical contact with whites. Some eating establishments did not
serve African Americans, and those that did forced them to eat standing or
perched on stoolsY Stewart justified these actions as maintaining Hharmony
and good operations," to prevent a racial crisis that "would lead to vioJence."18
Ironically, Stewart conduded by stating that the State Fair "belongs to everyone and is open to all people at all times regardless of race, creed or color."'~
In 1955, the Youth Council decided to investigate the validity of Stewart's
statement. The members agreed that if they found no discrimination, they
would not picket Negro Achievement Day. The investigation proved Stewart's
pronouncements false. The Fair's employees allowed some of the black
children to ride, eat, and drink, while refusing others. Pepsi Cola consistently
refused to serve blacks. and aJ] were denied access to the two rides that put
them in direct contact with whites. The youths also discovered that Stewart
had issued a letter the day before their investigation, warning all concessions
to "be nice to them."2(J Concluding that the State Fair practiced inconsistent.
but obvious, discrimination, the young people decided to set up a picket Hne
at the State Fair on Negro Achievement Day. The youngsters peacefully
marched throughout the day, carrying signs that read, "This is Negro Agrievement Day at the Fair - Keep Out;' "Racial Segregation is Un-Clean, UnAmerican, and Un-Moral - Stay Out," and UDon't Sell Your Pride for a
Segregated Ride - Stay OUt."!1
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The Youth Council also sent warnings throughout the state to African
Americans who planned to attend Negro Achievement Day. The Parrott, the
NAACP Youth Council's newsletter, cried, "Up to date Negroes have been too
dumb and stupid to see through the whole scheme of the Negro Achievement
Day."22 Stating that even one incident of segregation was too much, the paper
discouraged blacks from crossing the picket line. 2 ' The Dallas Express warned
blacks that their attendance would "encourage the officials of the Fair to
further insult every intelligent Negro in the state of Texas, and will do irreparable injury to our children."24 The larger grievance, however, claimed that a day
set aside for African Americans was "segregation within itself, aside from the
fact of discrimination."25 Although many high school bands turned away from
the picketed gates, several blacks continued to participate in Negro
Achievement Day.26
Craft knew that most white Texans would not approve of the demonstration, but she was surprised that some African Americans did not agree on the
issue of picketing. The Texas Citizens Council, a lily white organization, condemned the NAACP's tactics, as was expected. Stewart claimed he did not
understand the picketing, stating the State Fair "has been a pioneer in making
available to Negroes ... facilities that are not open to them anywhere in the
state."27 Even more discouraging, African Americans did not overwhelmingly
support the boycott. The Dallas Negro Chamber of Commerce first denounced
the picket, then supported it, and many blacks crossed the picket line. The
Dallas Express and the Dallas Moming News debated whether the demonstration actually discouraged attendance. Three days after the event, the Morning
News claimed that a larger crowd attended Negro Achievement Day in 1955
than the previous year, rendering the boycott unsuccessful. In rehuttal, the
Express stated that the participants noticed far fewer people than the previous
year, and many who attended did not know about the picket or they would have
stayed at home. The Dallas Expre,'is concluded that the issue of picketing the
State Fair split blacks throughout the state. 28
Regardless of its success, the picket demonstrated the discontent of African Americans with the segregation and discrimination at the State Fair; but,
it did not change the Fair's policies. So, the next year, Craft encouraged
another statewide boycott. Urging members of the Youth Council to meet with
people in their churches, organizations, and homes to discourage attendance,
Craft offered a prize to the person who brought the most people to help picket.
But because of problems within the state NAACP organization, the Youth
Council canceled the demonstration in 1956. The young people continued
their campaign the following year, mailing out letterF> discouraging attendance
and sponsoring a dance to compete with Negro Achievement Day. When the
Fair finally desegregated in 1963, adults had taken over the picketing, but they
remembered it was the Youth Council who had initiated the fight. Craft and her
kids had made local history. Theirs was the first picket line organized in Dallas
for the purpose of direct action against segregation. 29
Craft also worked with the NAACP to desegregate the University of
Texas and North Texas State University. In 1946, Heman Marion Sweatt,
encouraged and supported by the NAACP, applied for the University of Texas
Law SchooL When he was denied, the NAACP took direct action. demonstrating and picketing while also bringing suit in court..lU Craft assumed the jobs of
organizing the youth for demonstrations and helping raise funds for Sweatt's
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suit - a case he triumphantly won in 1950, four years before the Brown decision. 3 \ It was a time Craft remembered as "the most traumatic period" of her
NAACP activity.32 Craft, through the NAACP, also desegregated North Texas
State University in 1955. In July, she took an African American student to the
university to enroll When he was denied~ Craft got the administration to admit
they would not enroll him because of rus race. The NAACP and Craft filed suit
against the university, and in December a federal judge ordered the university
to integrate. Although Craft never participated directly in the public school
desegregation cases in Dallas, she attended many of the NAACP meetings and
listened to the deliberations, the majority of which led to successful litigation. 33 As a strong proponent of school desegregation, she hoped to "get young
Negroes to see the importance of a first-class education."34
Juanita Craft and the Youth Council turned their attention in 1961 to the
desegregation of lunch counters. The young people developed a simple tactic.
The NAACP lawyers told them that they could not be denied service unless the
owners displayed a sign stating "No Negroes Allowed." The majority of stores
in Dallas did not display such signs. Therefore, the youths visited such stores,
purchased items. then walked to the lunch counter and asked for Cokes. When
the waitress refused, they questioned why they could buy items at any counter
except that one. While they asked to speak. to the manager, two more waited
outside to repeat the process. In the meantime, others called, inquiring about
the store's lunch counter policy. The young peoples' goal was not only to draw
attention to discrimination, but also to frustrate the employees and slow
business. Adults decided that the desegregation of restaurants should be their
jobs, so they took over the sit-in movement by summer. To prevent the further
disruption of business, stores agreed to serve African Americans. By July,
thirty-six restaurants and lunch counters peacefully desegregated, including
the "up-scale" Zodiac Room at the Neiman Marcus department store. 33 Although African Americans claimed a few Dallas lunch counters still practiced
segregation, it was the Youth Council who initiated the sit-ins, prompting
Dallas "on its way to integration."36
Soon after the Youth Council began the lunch counter sit-ins. members
also started their attack on the downtown Majestic and Palace theaters with
"stand-ins" and freedom walks. As with the sit-ins, the Council had a system.
Every Sunday, the black youths got in line to purchase movie tickets. When
the ticket clerk refused to sen tickets to them, they put their money back in
their pockets and went to the end of the line. They continued this throughout
the day, causing one clerk to cry in frustration, "I cannot take this any longer."
Highly effective, these "stand-ins" caused business to slow. The youths also
staged a freedom walk at Ferris Plaza. They peacefulJy walked in a circle,
clapping hands, singing, and praying for "Freedom - NOW!" As the young
people demonstrated, some of them wearing holes in their shoes, Craft tried to
hustle food for them. 37 During one walk, the Dallas Express noted "traffic
cruised to a near halt as they watched the peaceful but effective demonstration."38 The protests gave the Dallas elite yet another message that integration
could no longer be delayed. When asked the meaning of the stand-ins and
freedom walks, Juanita Craft offered, "these kids are tired of not enjoying the
full rights of democracy and want their Freedom - NOW."39 By the mid-1960s,
most public facilities in Dallas desegregated, in part because of the efforts of
Craft and her Youth Council.
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Craft focused her attention on educating her community and getting
citizens to vote after 1963. She also continued to put her energy primarily into
educating the youth. 40 In one of the many speeches she made to high schools,
she frankly told the children, "no matter how many doors are open you can't
go in them unless you have some money, and you're not going to have the
money if you don't have the education."41 Part of Craft's educational activities
with the Youth Council was taking the members on summer trips. She took
them to observe the various businesses in Dallas, and she traveled with them
across the country to NAACP national conferences. She took more than one
thousand black youngsters coast to coast during the 196Os, on trips funded by
donations made by local businesses. 42 In 1968, she sponsored the first integrated bus trip to Atlantic City, stopping in Washington, D.C., to attend a Coke
party in Senator Ralph Yarborough's office in their honor. Craft hoped the kids
might "know the people that are governing them. Let them see their Congress
in action."43 She gave many African American children an opportunity to see
the United States and to be exposed to their government.
Craft also organized a number of programs for the Youth Council. She
understood the difficulty of teaching African American children - who had
been denied an equal education - to come forward and accept the responsibilities of full citizenship and freedom. Thus, she did everything possible to
prepare the children. In 1967, the Youth Council sponsored a "Stay in School"
program. Members plastered bumper stickers reading "Stay in School," and
"Learn and Earn; Stay in School," around town. They also went to the public
pools, parks, and playgrounds wearing sandwich signs stating ''I'm Going
Back to School. What About You?" Tn 1968, the group sponsored a program
that honored thirteen African Americans - the first black postman, the first
black policeman, first black to attend class at University of Tex.as, and others
who had made contributions to the civil rights struggle. Craft also worked hard
to find clothes for needy children in her community, and she got scholarships
and jobs for many blacks. 44 Having no children of her own, she dedicated
herself to those in her community. She considered them her family. In 1975,
she told an interviewer, "T don't have any children of my own. They're all
mine. I'm in better shape than the old lady who lived in the shoe."43
Many observers and later historians noted that the civil rights movement
in Dallas was peaceful. The efforts of Craft are at least partially responsible for
controlling militant youths. She was actively preaching non-violence when the
New York Times reported that curbing militancy was perhaps one of the major
contributions of African Americans in Dallas during the desegregation
process. Yet, the all-white Citizens Council still feared violent protests in 1964
and was concerned that a visit by the NAACP executive secretary, Roy
Wilkins, might spark violence. To forestall such a development, the Dallas
businessmen decided to establish the bi-racial Committee of 14. When whites
picked African Americans for the committee, they selected Craft primarily
because of her close contact with youth and her aversion to violence. Although
the Committee played an instrumental role in helping desegregate Dallas, its
primary function was to prevent riots. Craft feared that if the Committee of 14
had not been successful, the same violence that swept the country from 1965
to 1968 might have reached Dallas.4.'i
As riots swept major cities throughout the country in 1967, Craft and
other African American leaders found effective ways to prevent violence in
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Dallas. She decided to take a bus load of teenagers to Watts in 1966 so they
could see what happened when violence got out of control. She told them,
"Remember that when you are burning down houses, you are burning down
your houses."47 Craft felt that young peoples' charges of white domination did
not justify violence. She spoke frankly to the youngsters and told them that
they were not old enough to know of white domination; she stated, "if your
mind cannot be dominated, then you can't be dominated. Now, this is up to
you whether or not you're going to let somebody teU you that you're inferior."48 Her most successful effort to curb violence wa.~ an "Anti-Riot" program
in the summer of 1968. The Youth Council and Craft distributed approximately
20,000 bumper stickers and placards reading, "Keep it Cool. Don't Be A
Fool," "Think Before You Act," and one that just said "Don't." Craft also tried
to quell rumors. She told the kids to talk to their parents or to her if they heard
rumors of violence. Although she never considered herself a follower of
Martin Luther King, Jr., she preached that violence and riots proved detrimental to the gains and goals of the NAACp'49 Craft told the youths that the
NAACP's "slow but steady" legal route resulted in the major civil rights
legislation. She also reminded them that it was the NAACP that "bailed CORE
freedom riders out of jaiL"~O Craft strongly believed that the "glamour of dissent [violence 1is not the way to reach equality."51 She never felt that African
Americans should not fight for their freedom - only that they should do it
within the legal framework. She once said about herself, ''I'm violent only
with words. I work within the system and play by its rules."52 The New York
Times repeatedly applauded the success of African Americans in Dallas in
their attempt to "curb militancy."53
Juanita Craft's work did not go unrecognized. In J 956, Roy Wilkins
presented two awards to her for her distinguished achievements in NAACP
youth activities; the awards recognized her "valiant fight" against segregation.
Craft also received four White House invitations - two from Kennedy, one
from Johnson, and one from Nixon - to attend conferences that dealt with the
growing problems and concerns among the nation's youth. 54 When Kennedy
took his fateful trip to Dallas in November 1963, Craft was among those
invited to a luncheon to honor the President and Mrs. Kennedy. Amid Craft's
honors, the most notable was the Linz Award, Dallas's oldest civic honor, for
her 1968 campaign exposing fraudulent trade schools. These schools lured
young people to Dallas, promising luxurious housing, food, and jobs; the
reality was poor housing, no food, and no jobs. As Craft sheltered, fed, and
found employment for the youths who were misled by the trade schools, she
provided authorities with information to close the schools. Her work resulted
in the passage of state, local, and federal legislation that regulated trade
schools.-\5 The following year, she received the Linz for her success.
Craft's work with young African Americans not only gained her recognition, but also Jed to her participation in wider civic activities. Tn the late 1960s
and early 1970s, Dallas mayor Erik Jonsson held a number of conferences
entitled "Goals for DalJas:' to which he invited Craft. Jonsson and the conferences drew up goals for Dallas in the areas of city government, health, safety,
education, and economy_ Craft felt honored by the invitation, telling Jonsson
that it was the first time she ever felt like an American citizen. 56 She also kept
busy traveling throughout Dallas, speaking to white churches of all denominations. Her purpose was to get through "to some of the people that otherwise
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would not have paid any attention to a Negro."57 In the process, Craft gained
the respect of many Dallas citizens who, in 1975, urged her to run for city
counci1. Her campaign issues included the revitalization of the inner-city and
the development of low-interest home improvement loans for South Dallas,58
Although her age seemed an issue for some, Craft responded with, "Stupidity.
I've never heard anyone criticize Eleanor Roosevelt because of her age ... Old
wine is the best wine."59 Winning at age seventy-five, she became, at that time,
one of four African Americans ever to sit on the Dallas City Council.i\O After
three more successful elections, she decided that the civil rights "struggle isn't
over yet" and retired from the Council in 1980 to resume her activities and
trips with the youth.~J
Craft accumulated a number of awards and honors throughout her life,
becoming one of Dallas's most respected and admired citizens. The NAACP
readily acknowledged Craft's contributions. In 1978, the organization honored
her with the Golden Heritage Life Membership Award, and in 1985 she served
as a special delegate to the NAACP national convention where attendees honored her for fifty years of service and leadership.62 She also received the Eleanor
Roosevelt Humanitarian Award for "public service which best exemplifies the
civic example of Mrs. Roosevelt." When Mrs. Craft died in 1985, at the age of
eighty-three, DaJlas mourned the loss of a great lady. Among those who spoke
at her funeral were Governor Mark White, State Treasurer Ann Richards, State
Attorney General Jim Mattox, and United States Senator Ralph Yarborough. 6J
Juanita Craft actively pushed for African Americans' civil rights throughout her lifetime. She courageously took on the Dallas elite and won more
battles than she lost on the civil rights front. More importantly, she always put
the needs and education of children first. She fulfilled the role of informal
educator, encouraging children to become responsible citizens and to
recognize the importance of education. Although she worked primarily with
the NAACP Youth Council, she reached out to all young people in her
community. For many children she became a second mother. Before her death,
she expressed the importance of working with children: "Everything comes
down to the child ... the child acquires the world, (s)he carries on what we
have left, what we have prepared. If we want to know who we are, what we
have accomplished, then just look at the children."64
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THE PRICE OF EXCLUSION: DALLAS MUNICIPAL POLICY
AND ITS IMPACT ON AFFRICAN AMERICANS
by Patricia E. Gower

In the westward expansion after the Civil War, cities throughout Texas and
the Southwest grew rapidly. In many, business organizations carried on energetic boostering enterprises aimed at convincing outsiders of the city's dynamic
potential for growth and profit. To showcase the potential and desirability of
their city over competitors, most organizations stressed concentrating services
and development in the downtown business area. AJ10cating tax money to
downtown areas required that other areas wait for services such as sewers,
water, and paved streets. Success in these efforts often hinged on support from
the business community and exclusion of minority and poor neighborhoods
from political power. This exclusion had long-range implications for those
living in neglected areas. t
As in most rapidly expanding municipalities, various associations worked
to publicize Dallas and pressure its city council to focus improvements on the
downtown business area. To carry on their promotion, commercial clubs also
relied on the e:ffort~ of developers, railroads. and street railways to advertise
Dallas through pamphlets and brochures. In this way, businessmen and
politicians hoped to illustrate the dynamic growth patterns necessary to secure
Dallas' dominance over all competitors. 2
As early as 1898, members of the Commercial Club and other "businessmen rwho had] long been clamoring for a Greater Dallas" viewed the approaching census of 1900 with some trepidation. 3 The financial crises brought on by
the Panic of 1893 had a powerful impact on the business community.
Boosterism required that constant growth be reflected in census data. If a city
was flourishing. it should grow dramatically between census years. 4
The growth of reform and progressive rhetoric increased anxieties about
Dallas' future. Progressive ideology pushed the idea of business participation,
nonpartisan politics. and middle-class control of politics to end corruption. In
addition, the theory of applying business practices to municipal government
provided an impetus for businessmen to reenter local politics. Once there, they
wanted to control the processes in ways beneficial to the business community
and the downtown area. This meant that a variety of initiatives became
important to municipal reformers. They believed that improvements should be
focused on the downtown area so that the business district would be attractive
to new businesses and that suburban areas should pay tax.es to support the
improvements in the business district. One solution to the crises of growth and
expansion favored by businessmen was annexation. Annexation often proved a
good way to enlarge the city physically, illustrate a healthy increase in
population, and broaden the tax base to support improvements. 5
In addition to a sluggish increase in population. the haphazard aspects of
Dallas growth worried some of the businessmen. George Dealey, the energetic
business manager of the Dallas Morning News, wanted Dallas to develop in a
more orderly way. He believed that for Dallas to become an attractive city, it
would need a vision or a plan for development. Dealey also owned land near
Patricia Gower chairs the Department ofHistory at Ihe University of the Incarnate Word in San
Antonio. Texas.
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the Trinity River bottoms that he hoped to develop. The river bottoms provided
ideal land for expansion of the downtown area except it was subject to flooding
by the unpredictable river. Dealey knew that controlling the Trinity River wa.r,;
essential to expansion. He and other businessmen also believed that the only
way to keep land values high was to keep the city growing economically and
physically. Dealey found one way to control and shape city growth in the
implementation of a city plan. Plans for cities usually focused on improving
and beautifying downtown areas, but could also include ways to control and
shape expansion through annexation, flood control, and zoning. Dealey began
to study other city plans and became intensely interested in the work of George
Kessler. Kessler had lived and worked in Dallas earlier and was known as an
innovative landscape architect from his successful plan for Kansas City.~
When hired by the city of Dallas at Dealey's urging, Kessler conducted a
survey and realized that many of the city's problems stenuned from its history
of fragmented growth. The tradition of independent developers building
subdiv.isions with no coordination resulted in plats that did not align with each
other. streets crossing at odd angles, and population growth in several areas at
the same time. In addition, the Trinity River, with its frequent floods and the
minority population huddled on its bottomland, presented a particular problem
for the expansion of the downtown area. 7
In 1911, Kessler presented a plan that stunned local leaders who had
expected a modest effort to smooth traffic patterns and provide guidance for
managing the Trinity River. In the area of city beautification, Kessler's plan
called for widening, straightening, and lengthening downtown streets. He also
recommended that the city get rid of the tangle of electric, telephone, and
streetcar lines that cluttered the downtown skyline. His most dramatic vision
emerged in his plan for a series of parks linked by boulevards and parkways. To
add a sense of dignity and drama to these public spaces. Kessler called for a
civic center, monuments, and fountains. To control future expansion, he recommended that developers align their plats to conform with the rest of the city.B
In many Southern cities, issues of municipal control, planning, and zoning
involved more than simple boosterism or concerns over growth and planning.
The extension of services, development of subdivisions, and placement of city
limits intertwined closely with racial issue~. A persistent aspect in Southern city
plans was the effort to create restricted neighborhoods and limit the annexation
of minority populations outside the city limits. While Jim Crow laws erected
elaborate barriers to the presence of African Americans in public life, these
other efforts influenced the quality of private living conditions much more
directly. In Dallas, these policies dictated substandard living condltions,
exclusion from political and social life, and poor health. ~
Many city plans included aspects of slum clearance or improvement.
Often plans called for the construction of boulevards and parks in the downtown area, which prompted slum clearance and relocation of poor populations.
Issues of health and hygiene as well as appearance mobilized citizen support of
plans. However, city plans were quite expensive and civic improvements such
as street widening and building setbacks often came before construction of
housing to replace slums destroyed in clearance projects. Civic elites dedicated
to low taxes and attractive downtown areas, seldom considered long-range
effects of neglect and dislocation of the poor and minority populations. lo
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Zoning promised to secure business and middle-class living conditions.
Zoning consists of dividing a municipality into different zones or districts. In
these areas, certain things are permitted while others are forbidden. Zoning is
one of the community's police powers delegated by the states. Housing codes,
business districts, and building regulations all fall under zoning codes. In
addition, zoning can be used to exclude undesirable people. However, in the
early efforts, zoning for racial segregation failed to meet the legal test and was
struck down by the Supreme Court. In 1917, as a result of a zoning law pa.;;sed
in 1916, the court ruled in Buchanan v Warley that explicit racial zoning was
unconstitutional. Alternatively, zoning for single family housing often enables
cities to eliminate most poorer and minority families who can only afford
rentals or multi-family units. When coupled with other techniques, zoning can
be a potent tool for racial and economic segregation even without explicitly
racial elements. It provides an important barrier against the intrusion of
businesses and manufacturing into living areas and for the exclusion of
economically and racially undesirable groupS.lI
New South philosophy often governed the debate surrounding these
issues. New South civic leaders in Texas adhered to the strategy of economic
growth coupled with fiscally conservative local government, low taxation, and
a stable social system. This background shaped the efforts to extend services to
citizens while stin controlling costs. The demands for electricity, sewers and
water service, and paved streets placed huge burdens on cities. In particular, the
newer cities of the South and Southwest faced rapid growth and increasing
demands for all kinds of services. These burdens could be lessened jf the
municipal government limited areas where services were delivered. New South
cities had long shown a "pattern of elite leadership" in government in which the
elite tried to control costs partly by limiting services to poor areas. 12
Beginning in 1901 in Galveston, the innovative form of commission
government provided the business elite with new tools in its struggle to control
costs and political struggles. After the implementation of this fOffil of
government in 1907, business leaders in Dallas used it to control political
demands placed on municipal government by minority and working-class
neighborhoods. At-large elections of commissioners diluted the voices of
individual neighborhoods and enabled commissioners to focus services in
downtown and middle-class areas. These restrictions resulted in communities
segregated not only by race but also by the presence or absence of modem
improvements. 13
In the guise of restricted neighborhoods and expensive suburbs, informal
residential segregation anived in Texas much sooner than fonnal segregation.
Informal and de facto segregation was more characteristic of most Texas cities
for many years. In and around these cities, African Americans lived both in
freedman's towns that had fonned at the dawn of emancipation and throughout
white neighborhoods in enclaves scattered near their places of employment.
Others clustered in isolated fringe areas, along rivers, railroad rights-of-way,
and otherwise undeveloped land. 14
As the walking city began to break down under the impact of streetcars,
railroads, and automobiles, more rigid patterns of segregation emerged.
Middle-class and upper-class professionals began to seek isolated and protected
areas in which to live. Streetcar suburbs became a way to remove themselves
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racially as well as socially in Southern cities. Areas such as San Antonio's
Olmos Park, Deer Park and Bellaire in Houston, and Dallas' Park Cities became
exclusive retreats for middle-class and upper-class businessmen and their
families. Deed restrictions, housing prices, and outright segregation divided the
cities economically and racially. Even when annexed, segregated area'\ for
minorities remained isolated and primitive. 15
Dallas businessmen used all the tools available to them in order to control
the expansion and development of their city. They also used them in their
efforts to control the poor and minority population of Dallas. As long as they
could relegate these groups to marginal positions both socially and politically,
the ruling faction could reduce costs as well as maintain segregation and white
supremacy. Exclusionary politics. such as the poll tax and at-large voting,
helped the elites in Dallas shape their city's growth and limit demands placed
on city government. 16
The treatment of African Americans in Dal1as had long followed the
traditional approach in the South. George Edwards, in his roles as teacher,
politician, and socialist politician, provided a long-running commentary on the
bigotry and intolerance in the city. In the socialist newspaper, the Laborer, he
reported on harassment, murders, lynchings, and attempts to limit blacks'
access to education. In an editorial in 1909, he eloquently proclaimed:
Every time a Negro is treated with brutal violence, the mob itself is
brutalized. Every time race hatred is stirred, the Southern labor problem is
made worse. And every effort to hinder Negro education, keep him down to
a wretched ignorance, is but a scheme that will pull us down by subjecting
us to a sort of labor competition almost if not quite as bad as slavery. And
slavery was a curse to the poor white man of the South as lruly as it was a
curse to the Negro. Let us not be deceived. The fruits of hatred, brutality and
violence are violence, brutality and hatred. If we wish justice and peace, we
must provide peace and justice for all. '7

Later, Edwards became a lawyer. His first case exposed even more vividly
the brutality threatening African Americans in Dallas. An elderly African
American named Allen Brooks was charged with assaulting a white child.
Before the trial could be held a mob broke into the courthouse without police
interference. In front of Edwards, the mob threw Brooks out of the second floor
window and hanged his lifeless body from an arch across a downtown street.
Some of the mob then cut up and saved bits of his clothing for souvenirs. The
Times Herald stated that the law enforcement officials drew their guns in an
attempt to stop the killing, something the sheriff later indignantly denied.
Additionally, the law enforcement establishment failed to identify a single
member of the mob and hinted that in reality black men, not white men, had
been its leaders.l~
Edwards commented on the murder bitterly and emotionally. He called the
mob "frenzied barbarians." He also maintained that the effects of a previous
head injury rendered Brooks incapable of legal accountability, even if found
responsible for the crime. Perhaps naively, Edwards always believed that if he
could have presented his case in court, Brooks would have been acquitted. 1q
Other Dallasites clearly held different views of racial relations and the
place of African Americans in their city. Lewis Dabney, a prominent lawyer and
leader in the effort to secure commission government, wrote of his feelings in
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letters and speeches. In addition to opposition of universal suffrage, popular
democracy, and labor unions, he believed that Texas needed voter restriction to
avoid domination by the "jungle race" and "poor white trash."2O He also
believed that some races, such as "Australian aborigines or African Hottentots,"
never rose even to the level of barbarism but remained subhuman and lacked
the capacity to progress further. Because of this failure to advance, African
Americans remained "congenitally incapable [of assuming] ... rand] resentful
of the burdens of civilization, and rebellious of its laws."21 His fear of popular
democracy and any expansion of the franchise emerged clearly when he said,
"The progress of civilization ... [brought] steam, electricity, and finally the
extension of democratic institutions and transfer of power from the eugenically
best to the eugenically worst."21
While Dabney obviously approved of efforts to exclude blacks from political and social institutions, Philip Lindsley's attitudes were more paternalistic.
Like Dabney, Lindsley believed in the inferiority of African Americans. Despite
this, his published history of Dallas reflects a somewhat broader perspective.
He wrote that "negroes should be educated not miseducated." This education
should provide practical training in work that will make African Americans
"industrious, peaceable, successful and contented." The wrong kind of
education makes them "foolishly ambitious and discontented."2.1
These attitudes characterized the range of sentiments toward blacks in
Dallas. From paternalism to contempt, white perceptions and bigotry helped
consign blacks to second-class citizenry and substandard living conditions or
worse in Dallas. Traditionally, African Americans clustered in areas that began
as freedmen's towns on the city's outskirts. Settlements such as Elm Thicket,
Queen City, and neighborhoods such as Deep Ellum featured tiny shacks built
by the residents or substandard rental housing clustered along the river bottoms
and on the north and south rims of the city. In these areas, African Americans
suffered higher rates of tuberculosis, typhus, and other diseases than white
residents. Engaged in domestic service, many black Dallasites lived at least
part-time in the houses of their employers. By some estimates, up to thirty-five
percent of the black population lived with employers. The health of this
population would increasingly become a source of concern although there wa.<.;
considerable reluctance to provide improved living conditions or health care. 24
Despite the high rates of tuberculosis, venereal disease, and other diseases,
changes in the treatment offered to blacks came slowly_ Stephen Hay, as the
fIrst commission mayor, included in his report of advances made in his first
administration that African Americans were now being treated for smallpox, in
segregated wards. at the Union Hospital. In most other ways, the health of this
minority population remained precarious. 25
At best, African Amelicans appear infrequently in the city minutes or
newspapers. It is easy to ascertain if ~omeone mentioned was black because the
word "negro" always followed their name to assure that people knew the race
of the person. One issue required several years to resolve. An old black
settlement located north of central Dallas had developed around a cemetery for
blacks. The property possessed little value in the eyes of early developers and
other cemeteries were soon established nearby. The settlement contained
squatters, small farmers, and laborers. Some of the squatters eventually bought
their land from white landowners or became tenant farmers on the property.
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Others rented small ramshackle dwellings thrown up by white landowners.
Alongside the black cemetery, a Protestant, a Catholic, and a Jewish cemetery
were established adjacent to each other and helped constrain the black settlement to the north. 26
As the middle-class population of Dallas moved northward, white
Dallasites sought to limit and control the black population in the area. Strict
segregation was out of the question due to the presence of black landowners and
black servants living near employers. Instead, Dallas' city government focused
on the black cemetery. In 1902, the city council heard a report that the cemetery
for blacks was in poor condition. A discussion centered on whether it should be
closed but no decision was reached. In September 1906, the council again heard
that the cemetery was full and threatened the health of the surrounding area due
to overcrowded conditions. The adjoining area included the Bowser and
Lemmon subdivision, which was seeking annexation, and the growing white
population exerted. pressure on the council to act. They demanded and the
council agreed that the city needed to close the cemetery and arrest anyone
trying to bury a bQdy there. The other cemeteries were left alone. 21
Under the new city commission, the Colored Library Association received
pennission to use the City Auditorium in 1907 as long as it paid the utilities and
a janitor to clean up after the meeting. In another instance, city commissioners
sought an African American businessman to serve as undertaker for unclaimed
African American bodies. The council wanted separate businesses to dispose of
unclaimed white and black paupers to avoid any kind of mixing. 28
In his book campaigning for the Kessler plan, Justin Kimball, like many
white Dallasites, believed that ''the presence of negroes" [presented] a peculiar
and special reason" to enforce segregation. In his view, not only did African
Americans like to live separately but segregation also prevented irHerracial
friction. This separation could be carried to great lengths in Dallas. In the
memory of one African American, the city allowed minority children to swim
in only one municipal pool and then for only a limited time. However, some of
the time allowed had to be given over to draining the pool. Then the children
had to clean it, often accompanied by the taunting of white children. Zg
In 1916, the city enacted an ordinance mandating racial segregation. The
ordinance, which passed unanimously, called for "preserving Peace, Preventing
Conflict and l1J Feeling between the White and Colored People and for other
Purposes, Prescribing a Penalty and Declaring an Emergency."30 After
Buchanan v. Warley had invalidated zoning for strictly racial purposes, the city
used other tools. One of the easiest methods was the development of restricted
neighborhoods. As Dallas spread northward, blacks were increasingly forced
out of their areas and across the river into Oak Cliff and West Dallas. The fact
that only fourteen percent of the black population owned property meant that
the eighty-six percent who rented were extremely vulnerable to eviction and
displacement. In 1910. of the 4,256 households surveyed in African American
areas, only 435 residents owned their homes outright, which enabled
developers to use many means to relocate minorities. Besides development,
Dallas city government also worked to move the black population out of areas
ripe for development of expressways or other municipal works. Therefore, the
black population was forced into smaller enclaves where overcrowding
increased the health problems and decay.31
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In pursuit of elements of Kessler's plan, the city extended the business
district in order to regularize it. Streets were widened and buildings set further
back from the street. The squaring of the district meant the loss of property in
Deep Ellum. Deep EJlum existed as a long-established area of minority
businesses and dwellings. The loss of property meant that the area residents
were pushed even closer together and minority businesses had to close or move.
To the dismay of enthusiasts, the impetus behind Kessler's plan soon lagged as
the mayor and commission provided only tepid support. 12
In the face of lagging support for the plan and legal impediments to
zoning, racial control found its best ally in annexation, which followed a
specific path in relation to African Americans. Dallas' annexation policy caused
disproportionate damage in black areas and intensified the poor health and
decaying living conditions in many African American enclaves. Some black
neighborhoods existed well within the city limits but others which had grown
up outside the city remained unannexed despite their proximity for several
decades. This exclusionary method of annexation meant fewer demands for
services on the city government. As white population growth forced blacks out
of older areas in south and north Dallas neighborhoods, these unannexed areas
became more crowded. JJ
The city could avoid the expense of extending services by refusing to
annex minority areas, Particularly along the river bottoms, poor neighborhoods
became polluted by raw sewage and often served as dumping grounds for
garbage. In these areas, the small, overextended county government remained
responsible for paving streets, installing electricity, and providing sewers. In
many cases, these services remained unavailable for decades. 34
Even in areas within city limits, the municipal requirement that mandated
sharing of costs between the homeowner and the city for paving and improving
streets meant that streets remained unpaved in poor areas. City commissioners
usually attempted to defuse criticism of the policy by pointing out that as soon
as the residents of the areas came forward with their required share, paving
could take place. Until the people in the neighborhoods paid their share of the
costs, there was no way for even regular street cleaning to take place because
streets remained unpaved.)S
In most cities controlled by commission governments, minority and poor
areas possessed little or no political leverage. At-large elections meant that
individual wards lacked representatives to fight for them. In Dallas, the commission meetings featured few of the quarrels over service and resources that
had been common under the aldermanic system. The silence on the issues of
services for these marginal neighborhoods conveys the neglect and decay in
them. In 1912, regular garbage collection began in white neighborhoods, but
not in African American ones. As Oak. Cliff became progressively poorer,
primitive conditions predominated in several areas. Particularly near the river
bottoms, the black community still featured open latrines, shotgun shacks, and
attendant health problems of tuberculosis, polio, and high infant mortality. In
1937, African Americans comprised only fifteen percent of the population of
Dallas, which stood at over 260,000. In that same year, of the 117 deaths
citywide from tuberculosis, forty-five came from the African American
population. Similar statistics for other diseases are common. Fully half of the
cases of venereal disease and over two-thirds of the deaths from pellagra came
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from this small population. The reason behind this disproportionate share of
disease and death is not hard to find. In 1927, a Civic Federation survey
revealed that at least one quarter of the black population occupied rental units
unfit for human habitation. 16
Other surveys illustrate the continuing litany of neglect and misery.
Southern Methodist University sociologists and students conducted a series of
studies to measure neighboring among different populations. One focused on
African American and mixed neighborhoods in 1949. The black areas in Oak
Cliff still lingered near the city limits but were mostly within Dallas proper.
Most dwellings were found to be poor and featured few if any amenities. In
South Dallas, the surveyors found unpaved streets, no lighting, outdoor toilets,
and little or no sewage disposal. These squalid conditions predominated in the
other areas surveyed. In the North Dana.~ enclave, surveyors found all the same
conditions on unnamed, unpaved alleys coupled with high rents. In South
Dallas, they interviewed an African American woman who was trying to collect
signatures on a petition to force the city to provide electric service. J7
In 1962, another survey sponsored by Southern Methodist University
found continuing problems among minorities in Dallas. In particular, West
Dallas had severe housing problems. This area remained unannexed until the
1950s, illustrating the city government's decision to limit its responsibilities by
refusing to include certain settlements. In 1962, West Dallas possessed few
suitable how~ing units. Most available living quarters were neglected and
dilapidated. Observers termed the slums Hhideous" and cited high rates of
tuberculosis, polio, and other disease. They did find evidence of progress in that
some streets were now paved and some houses had utilities. Not only did Dallas
resist annexing or improving these areas, it also resisted accepting federal funds
for improving poor areas. Because the money carried with it federal supervision
of improvements, the study found that city leaders continually refused federal
aid and its attendant interlerence. 38
In the face of exclusion and neglect, African Americans in Dallas worked
to forge a sense of community. Spurred by segregation and marginalization,
blacks had to help each other and find ways around the refusal of white Dallas
to allow them to participate as citizens. Areas such as Deep Ellum featured a
wide range of black owned businesses. Deep ElIum, in particular, emerged as a
center for a distinctive musical form. White fears and suspicions often centered
on these enclaves which were seen as a places of crime with an "undercurrent
of jungle law, superstition. hatred and passion."3~
In memoirs by local African Americans, the many successes of black
Dallasites illustrate their creativity and resourcefulness in the face of white
resistance and neglect. Often, they pooled their money and helped each other
establish businesses and improve their schools. Fraternal organizations, lodges,
and churches provided training in public speaking. They also served as social,
economic, and political bases of' operations. In 1904, African American
businessmen organized the Negro Business League, which was replaced by the
Negro Chamber of Commerce in 1926. Both institutions served as vehicles for
economic cooperation and pressure on the white power structure to extend
services to black areas. The Negro Chamber of Commerce also sought to
achieve broader goals of better housing, transportation in black neighborhoods,
and recognition of black businesses. 4u
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Blacks formed other associations and used other strategies to address
problems in African American neighborhoods. The Progressive Voters League
conducted poll tax drives to gain a larger black vote in Dallas. African
Americans sought fair treatment in the Community Chest fund drives. Only
contributions eannarked explicitly for the D division in the Community Chest
went to tile African American areas. Even when black employees of white
businesses contributed, the money went to white causes unless they gave a
personal contribution and knew to eannark it for division D. African American
women formed the Colored Library Association to raise money and establish
libraries in their neighborhoods. Tn other organizations and clubs, black women
struggled to overcome the neglect of black citizens. which accompanied much
of the work of white women. Often, even when help was available, humiliation
accompanied it. In 191 J, if black women wanted their children to have
inspected milk at reduced prices at the Infant Welfare Station, they had to go to
a side door and in small groups so their presence would not be "objectionable
to white people."41
African Americans established a thriving newspaper, the Dallas Express,
in 1892. This and other black newspapers served as the sale sources for
information about their community. As R. C. Hickman noted in his memoirs on
working for the Express, white papers routinely excluded news of blacks unless
it involved crime, scandal, or something comedic. News of lynchings in other
places also served as warnings of the price of transgressing society's rules. 42
For many years, African Americans accepted limits and humiliation in
order to participate in social events of their city. In 1901, they held a "'Colored
Fair and Tricentennial Exposition" which featured a speech by Mayor Ben
Cabell on July 4. In his speech, he urged black citizens to behave and to practice
good and respectful behavior and work habits. The State Fair officially opened
it,; gates to blacks on only one day. Only on that day could they buy food or ride
the rides. On "Colored Day at the Fair," they could hold the Bronze Queen
Beauty Pageant and other beauty contests. They also used the floats from the
previously held white parades and staged their own parades. 4-1
The plight of black citizens of Dallas failed to improve under the
progressive reformers of the Dallas business community. Voter exclusion and
at-large elections robbed people of their voices in city politics. The absence of
political power in poor and minority areas meant that the business and political
elite could safely ignore them. The social costs of exclusionary policies was
immense. African Americans sought greater participation and inclusion while
white Dalla$ railed against any demands to end at-large voting and legal
segregation. Progressive rhetoric held that reform in municipal government
brought fairness and equity to all citizens. Dallas reformers pushed the adoption
of commission government as a way to improve city services for the whole city
through efficiency and non-partisan municipal government. They preached the
progressive message of concentration on the downtown areas ali a way to attract
business and thus bring improvements to aU who lived there. The African
Americans in Dallas knew better. 44
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COMMUNICATIONS
October 18, 1999
East Texas Historical Joumal
Archie P. McDonald
P.O. Box 6223
Nacogdoches, TX 75962
Dear Mr. McDonald,
An attorney friend of mine, Jay S. Jackson of Garrison, Texas, sent me a
copy of your Volume XXXVII, Number 2 (1999) containing the article on
Camp Fannin by the late Lawrence C. Walker. It was extremely interesting to
read, as in my own days there during World War II we were told almost nothing
about the camp's history.
The Fannin I recall was quite different in late 1944 and early 1945, as it
had become an Infantry Replacement Training Center (IRTC). My group who
took the oath at Fort Sheridan, Illinois, was made up primarily of eighteen-yearold draftees from the Chicago area, with a sprinkling of twenty-four to twentyseven-year-olds who had been reclassified from farmer or essential work status,
plus about six "l-C's" (limited duty men reclassified from "4-F'). As best I can
recall, I was the only Wisconsinite in the group, and I was a volunteer.
October 21, 1999
Russell Rulau
N7747 County J
lola, WI 54945
Dear Sergeant Rulau:
It is refreshing to receive a response from someone who reads our articles
and unusual for that response to come from so far from our service area.
Sadly, I report the death of Laurence Walker, my friend of nearly thirty-six
years and a colJeague at Stephen F. Austin State University. Larry battled cancer
and heart trouble and won for about ten years longer than his initial prognosis.
He passed away on the day I sent the MS containing his last article to the press.
Larry was quite a distinguished forester, a far field for one who grew up in
Washington, D.C. He credited the Boy Scouts and fields trips into parks and
woods with finding his life's work for him. If that incurred a debt he repaid it
many times over with his professional contribution and with unpaid work for
Boy Scouts and the Presbyterian Church.
Another military experience we published, Max Lale's "My War: 19441945," has been republished in anthologies and quoted widely, especially in
Stephen Ambrose's Citizen Soldier. So I encourage you to think about doing Lhe
same, if you have not done so already. Now is definitely the time to harvest the
memoirs of WWlI vets - home front and battle front - so I hope you wilJ do
that for some appropriate journal, including ours, if you would care to elaborate
on your experiences in Texas.
Sincerely,
Archie P. McDonald
Executive Director and Editor

56

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

November 17, 1999
East Texas Historical Journal
Archie P. McDonald
P. O. Box 6223
Nacogdoches, TX 75962
Dear Mr. McDonald,
I have taken your advice, in your letter of October 21, and set forth my
recollections of Camp Fannin near Tyler in World War II.
The Fannin I recall was quite different in late 1944 and early 1945, as it
had by then become an Infantry Replacement Training Center (IRTC). On
arrival in Fannin, we were segregated out by AGCT scores (something like an
IQ test), and those of us who scored high were assigned to Company B, 81st
Battalion in the 15th Regiment. We were to undergo six weeks of infantry basic,
similar to what Mr. Walker described, then eleven more weeks of Intelligence
& Reconnaissance (l&R) training. When we graduated, we were given MOS
761 (Scout).
Our days at Fannin were happy ones, considering that most of us were
learning toughness following the relatively soft life of high school. I recall with
fondness visits on pass to Tyler and Kilgore, and once to Corsicana, and also a
wonderful dance for our soon-to-be-graduates arranged at the camp with the
Rangerettes from a nearby college. It was also my first introduction to what is
now called "country music" (a tune called "Smoke on the Water" was played
over and over by the Tyler radio station, along with hits by Acuff, Carter, etc.).
I had heard the National Bam Dance on Chicago radio WLS in school, but the
music didn't "stick" until I got to East Texas.
The quality of the officers who trained us must have been rather suspect,
because I cannot recall the name, appearance, or demeanor of a single one of
them, with one exception - a second lieutenant named Ault who was a prissy
Officer Candidate School (DCS) graduate, commonly called in those days a
"Ninety Day Wonder." Our company commander was pretty invisible during
training; I cannot recall his name or anything about him.
On the other hand, our noncommissioned officers (NCO's) were outstanding enough that I can recall them vividly. Our First Sergeant, Hugh Raymond,
had never seen combat but was a father-figure to us trainees, frequently intervening in our behalf when he felt our training officers overstepped the bounds
and needs of discipline. My platoon (1st Platoon of Company B, which
averaged thirty-six to forty men over the seventeen weeks) was fortunate to
have an actual combat veteran from Europe.
Mter our first ten days of training, led by a private first class who was a
nonentity, a Corporal Northup arrived to take over. A tough Southerner, he
brooked no nonsense, having recently been relea....ed from a hospital after his
war wounds had healed. Rank was handed out freely in those days, so after a
short time as our platoon sergeant he received a big-jump promotion to
technical sergeant. He was worth it.
I had never thought of myself as a 'Lleader." In my senior year in high
school I was one of only four boys (all age seventeen) who took and passed the
rigorous examination for the Navy's V-12 program. We were to have been
sworn into the Naval Reserve and sent to a college in Michigan for two years,
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to be graduated as ensigns. My mother refused to sign for me, and my father
(they were separated) would not do so as it would anger my mother. It was as
close as I'd ever come to joining the sea service, in late 1943.
But apparently I must have exhibited some leadership qualities because I
found myself chosen as squad leader after several weeks. OUf first trainee squad
leader, Marinus M. Swets, was chosen for DCS and departed our company, and
I replaced him. Whether I was effective or not is difficult to judge. My fellow
soldiers respected me (my AGCT score then was 136, enough to qualify for
West Point), but on one night reconnaissance mission I misread my compass
and led my patrol to the wrong destination. In actual combat the 200 yards I was
off when we emerged from the forest could have been disastrous, as Sgt.
Northup pointed out in a painful, private verbal reaming I received. Still, I was
not demoted.
After fifty-five years the memory fades, but I can still recall many of my
fellow soldiers from the days at Fannin. The only volunteer in our company
besides myself was Mike Radakovich, who had been a prisoner serving in Joliet
State Prison in Illinois for anned robbery, but he had a good IQ and was {Old he
would receive a full pardon if he joined the Army and received an honorable
discharge. He was in his early twenties.
Then there wac;; Arthur Plunkett from Chicago, with whom I was to spend
the war side by side. He made staff sergeant in Headquarters Company, 2nd
Battalion, 187th Paraglider Infantry, about seven months after we landed in
Japan. I saw him only little after the war, but he attended my wedding in June
1948 in Milwaukee.
Ernest Ross from Watseka, Tllinois, a reclassified exempt-occupation man,
was caned "Pops" because he was twenty-four years old. He served as judge in
the one "kangaroo court" session we had in Company B, when a recruit named
Blackie Lawrence who did not bathe often enough was sentenced to a "or
Shower" (scrubbing under the showers with clothes on, using steel wool instead
of soap). I heard Ross was killed in 1945 with the 32nd Division near Baguio,
but I was unable to confIrm this.
The young man who had the bunk above mine - we all slept in double
bunks in the Fannin barracks - was a farm boy from Oklahoma named Ernest
Rottler. He was memorable because he had never used a telephone until he
came into the Army. One day at the rifle range, Sgt. Raymond assigned him to
use the field telephone to conununicate targeting scores between the firing
range and the pits where targets were examined and re-pasted for another
round. Rottler said. "I don't rightly know how to use this thing, Sarge." Sgt.
Raymond patiently showed him how to use earphone, mouthpiece, and toggle
switch. That night he told me the telephone was a wonderful thing and he would
get one on his dad's fann after the war.
We had nicknames for some of our cla~smates. Pvt. Kotler was "the Kotex
Kid." The aforementioned Lawrence was always uBlackie" Lawrence; I'm sure
he had a frrst name but it was never used. Radakovich waCi "Black Mike;" we
were all afraid of him at fIrst but he became a model soldier.
Camp Fannin had a huge round water tower visible from our barracks. The
only way up was to climb tall steel ladders attached to the framing, and a
circular walkway protected by a steel bannister went around the "belly" of the
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tower. Whenever any of us did something dumb ("screwed up" was the
indelicate phrase preferred), we were told the next time we did it we would be
punished by having to climb the water tower and scrub it with a toothbrush! No
one in Company B ever received that punishment in my time there, but the
threat certainly was intimidating.
Ba.lo;ic infantry training during the first six weeks was much as Mr. Laurence
Walker described: long twenty-fIve-mile marches with full field pack; crawling
on our backs under barbed wire with live tracer fire just a few inches above our
noses; running the overhead art1l1ery course with ex.plosions behind and in front
of our skirmish line to assure we stayed in line; firing range practice; night
reconnaissance exercises; and many "G.t parties" (scrubbing those wooden
barrack floors that were already scrubbed white by previous trainees); etc,
We were fortunate that the 1,OOO-yard bayonet course had been abandoned
at Fannin before our arrival, as it was becoming apparent we might face
Japanese, not Germans. We learned how to use the bayonet, but our instructors
told us it was an open-field weapon, less suited to jungle warfare.
In December 1944, the I&R class just ahead of us was "graduated" two
weeks early as the Battle of the Bulge was raging and our peerless leaders
thought the Germans might break through to the sea. I never learned what
happened to them, but I'm sure they reached England far too late to be involved
in the Bulge but in plenty of time for the final push into Germany.
Company B graduated every man left after the seventeen weeks. We were
proud of that. Those who had fallen behind due to illness or other causes were
assigned to less advanced companies. We marched in parade for graduation and
gave the "Eyes Right" salute to the battalion commander.
Our few "l-C's" were assigned as cadre at Fannin since they were not to
go into combat, but the rest of us were given ten days leave and shipped by train
to Fort Ord, California, and thence by troop ship to the Philippines. At Ord we
had to prove we could swim when we were told we might be going on a sea
voyage. I never learned what happened to the few who nearly drowned in the
huge outdoor pool because they had never learned to swim.
An ironic thing happened on our Pacific voyage: several days out from San
Francisco the radio on deck announced that President Franklin Roosevelt had
just decreed that no more eighteen-year-olds were to be sent overseas. We did
not know whether to laugh or cry! During the voyage I recall a lot of sea
sickness but no fear of what lay ahead, I suppose at eighteen we felt immortal
and adventurous.
Our troopship, the USS Generdl Mann, had a Navy and Marine crew and
5,000 of us replacements crammed into its holds. How we endured the
seventeen-day zigzagging Pacific crossing seems miraculous in memory.
Eventually we learned where we were headed as the ship entered Manila Bay,
at that time filled with sunken ships of all types with their upper works above
the water hne.
We were broken into two groups at the replacement depot near Manila.
Most of us who were eighteen volunteered for jump-and-glider school and were
assigned to the 11th Airborne Division; the rest were sent straight into combat
with the 32nd Division near Baguio. The 11 th was then in reserve for retraining,
with combat patrols against lap holdouts on Mount Macolod, near Santo Tomas.
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The U.S. Army in World War II seemed seldom to assign its soldiers to
slots for which they were trained. In the case of Privates Plunkett and Rulau,
the Army had a hiccup - we were both assigned to the I&R Platoon of Headquarters Company, 2nd Bn, 187th PGI. We were actually to function as infantry
scouts, mapmakers, and forward observers. The 2nd Battalion had lost a good
many of its men in the battles at Nichols Field, near Lake Taal, and Lago de
Bay, before we joined the 11 th Airborne, and Headquarters Company was being
restructured with us fresh replacements. Plunkett and I and one unwounded
veteran, Corporal Duthie from South Carolina, were the whole I&R Platoon!
After airborne training was completed at Lipa in southern Luzon, we were
set to train for an invasion (later we learned it was to be Japan), but on August
6 the first A-bomb was dropped and everything changed. On August 12 my
regiment flew to Okinawa and on August 29-30 we were the first combat troops
to land in Japan, at Atsugi Field, to protect General Douglas MacArthur when
he landed on August 30, if Emperor Hirohito's orders to lay down anns should
not be obeyed.
The rest of my story has little to do with Fannin. I liked the Army,
reenlisted, and served also in the Korean War and several crises (LebanonJordan in the 1950s and the Cuban Missile in 1962). Three of my "peacetime"
(Cold War) assignments are worthy of separate stories: 1 was a recruiting
sergeant in Milwaukee from late 1947 to early 1950; T worked in Air Force
Intelligence in Gennany, 1958-1959; and was sergeant major of a nuclear unit
in New Mexico when we were placed on alert during the Cuban crisis in
October 1962. But it all began at Camp Fannin.
Readers may wonder about the rest of my life. I served eighteen years on
active duty, the first six with the Army and then twelve with the U.S. Air Force
(1944-1962). I also served as a master sergeant in the Air Force Reserve ten
years (1963-1973), of which the first four were in active units and the rest
inactive status.
On leaving the Air Force in December 1962, I joined the editorial staff of
a newspaper called Coin World in Sidney, OhIO, as a staff writer. I had taken
several courses in journalism in the service and received two years college
credit in 1948 by pa<ijsing with honors aGED equivaJency that was filed with
USAFI in Madison, Wisconsin. I was thirty-six years old when I became a fu11time journalist (I had been a coin collector since 1939), and in just nine months
I was promoted to full editor of a new magazine called World Coins.
I spent eleven years in Ohio but was then hired away by a publlshing house
in lola. Wisconsin, at a considerable salary increase, to become editor-in-chief
of a new newspaper called World Coin News. In 1980 I also began writing
books on coins and this led me to a wonderful decision.
In August 1984, I took early retirement at age fifty-eight to become a
numismatic author, consultant, and broker. It was chancy, but my children were
then grown. In less than a year I found myself appointed as the sole agent in the
United States for a private mint in England and for thirteen years my sales
commissions earned me more than the Armed Forces or journalism ever could.
I also wrote fifteen books in as many years and found myself in Who's Who in
America (in 1995), and recognized by my peers as "one of the top medal and
token authorities in the world."
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I have developed as a leader, thanks to my start at Camp Fannin. I have
been post commander of VFW Post 9748 in lola, Wisconsin, almost continuously since 1985 and regularly give lectures on patriotism at high school
auditoriums in the area. I joined the Republican Party and the Reagan campaign
in 1975 (as an active duty serviceman I could not participate in poJitics under
the Hatch Act) and soon found myself GOP county vice chairman for Waupaca
County, 1977-79, then chairman, 1979-82, and vice chairman of the Wisconsin
State Republican Party, 1981-83, and, since then, chairman of countless
campaigns for individual candidates. Lacking fonnal training, I developed over
the years into an accomplished off-the-cuff lecturer on numismatics. politics,
and economic history.
One thing more. I cannot recall ever seeing a black soldier at Camp
Fannin. The 15th Regiment was all white. As it happens, the 11 th Airborne was
also all white men, except that we had some Navajo and other Indians, a few
Chinese, and some Nissei interpreters. Much later, in 1950. I was stationed at
Fort Custer, Michigan, when the Army was integrated and, for the first time in
my six years' service, served with black soldiers. As a recruiter earlier, 1 had
induced many African Americans to enlist, but all my fellow recruiters were
also white.

It never occurred to us trainees at Fannin, or to us soldiers in the Pacific,
that our Anny was segregated. That word may have ex.isted, but it was not part
of the lingua franca of the average GI. Soldiers accept the conditions that exist;
in World War JI we did,
My unifonned service took place under Presidents FrdTIklin Roosevelt,
Harry S Truman, Dwight D. Eisenhower, and lohn F. Kennedy. They were all
American leaders I learned to admire, though I voted for only one of them,
Dwight Eisenhower.
Sincerely,
Russell Rulau
ex-Master Sergeant
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Doris Bowman, Bob Murphey and Bob Bowman

BF.ST OF EAST TEXAS AWARD
East Tex.as humorist and goodwill ambassador Bob Murphey of
Nacogdoches has received the East Texas Historical Association's first annual
Best of East Texas Award.
Endowed by Bob and Doris Bowman of Lufkin, owners of Best of East
Texas Publishers and Bob Bowman & Associates, Inc., the award was presented
to Murphey on September 30, 2000, during the Association's fall meeting in
Nacogdoches,
The award will be presented annually to an individual, organization, event
or project deemed "one of a kind and the best there is" in its own category.
The award consists of a sculpture by Paula Devereaux Kurth of Santa Fe,
New Mexico, who produced the statue of Thomas J. Rusk in Nacogdoches, as
well as other pieces of art in Texas and New Mexico. It is a replica of an oldfashioned water pump and handle, signifying that the recipient "primed the
pump" for other East Texans.
"For 35 years, Bob Murphey has carried the humor and heritage of East
Texas to every corner," said Bob Bowman. "He is a man who believes in simple
pleasures and a good honest laugh."
"Doris and I wanted to see a method whereby the Association could
annually honor laymen, educators, professional historians, speakers, or writers
... unique men and women who are known for their love of our special comer
of Texas," said Bob Bowman. "We hope the award will become a symbol of the
people who truly are the best of East Texas,"
Bob Bowman is the author of twenty-five books about East Texas and is a
past president and fellow of the East Texas Historical Association. He is also
chair of the Association's Ottis Lock Endowment, the administrative trustee of
the Pineywoods Foundation, and a member of the Lufkin City Council.
Doris Bowman is a past director and committee chair for the Association.
She is also a past president of the Texas School Public Relations Association
and is currently the vice-chair of the Texas Council for the Humanities.
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BOOK NOTES

by Archie P McDonald
One of our blessings is the abundance of books we receive for reviewing
and noting. When ten or fifteen accumulate, we take sticky-pad in hand, spread
them out on Mrs. Portia Gordon's work table, and make every effort to marry
them off to appropriate reviewers. Sometimes that requires more than one
attempt, but about ninety-five percent of those who agree to review a book do
so and on time. You got to read the foregoing for two reasons: first, if you want
to review a book, or more books, let us know, even asking for a particular book
in which you are interested - if we have it or can get it, and you are first in
line, it is yours to review; second, for many reasons some books are reviewed
in this column. Some books are sent inscribed to the editor from old friends;
such certainly deserve notice, though the editor prefers to leave as many
reviewing opportunities to the paying customers as possible. Some books
provide a useful bibliographic service but do not require actual reviews. And
sometimes the editor just wants to say a word about a useful study. With that
out of the way, here are notices of some new and useful books:
David Halberstam, The Children (Fawcett Books, The Ballentine
Publishing Group, a division of Random House, 1998; Fawcett Edition, 1999),
is the best examination of "The Movement," or the effort that began in the
1950s for equal rights for African Americans, that I have read. Halberstam was
one of the ftrst journalists to report on the Movement and did so while working
for the Nashville Banner. "The Children" were members of a seminar on nonviolent protest led by the Rev. Jim Lawson in the First Baptist Church, an
African American Congregation in Nashville. They were students at four black
colleges located in the city and earned that name from the Rev. Kelly Miller
Smith, pastor of the church. They began the lunch counter sit-ins in Nashville,
picked up the Freedom Rides in Birmingham after its CORE initiators had
been beaten, and carried the torch until and after meaningful civil rights
legislation had passed in Congress in 1964 and 1965. The stories of these
"children" - as different as the triumph of Congressman John Lewis and the
rise and fall of Mayor Marion Barry of Washington, D.C., are good history and
good reporting. This is one of those books that should be read by everyone for
the good of the soul.
Old Friend Bill O'Neal sent along his latest, Reel Cowboys: Western
Movie Stars Who Thrilled Young Fans And Helped them Grow Up Decent And
Stmng (Eakin Press, PO. Drawer 90159, Austin, Texas 78709-0159, $16.95).
This one i~ for advanced juvenile readers, meaning it is just about right for
your editor. Divisions are: Silent Film Stars (Broncho Billy, Bill Hart, Hoot
Gibson, Tom Mix, etc.); Stars of the 1930s and 1940s (Ken Maynard, Buck
Jones, Tim McCoy, Bob Steele, Charles Starrett, The Three Mesquiteers, Wild
Bill Elliott, etc.); Singing Cowboys (the one and only Gene Autry, Roy
Rogers, leading ladies, side kicks, etc.); and Later Western Stars (Gary
Cooper, Randolph Scott, Audie Murphy, Clint Eastwood ... and JOHN
WAYNE). Lots of still pictures. If you are old enough, you will like it.
A Complete Guide To Hunter's Frontier Times (Eakin Press, P.O. Drawer
90159, Austin, Texas 78709-0159, $21.95), compiled by James A. Browning
and Janice B. McCavy, presents over 200 pages of bibliographic references to
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all the articles that appeared in Hunter's Frontier Times, published in Bandera
from October 1934 until October 1954. Articles are listed alphabetically by
category, thusly: '''The Adams Diggins' by Charles A.Gianini. F.T. Vol. 12, #3,
December 1934, p. 96."
The past few years have brought us a good many books on the Alamo,
many of them focusing on the least Texan of all the fort's defenders, David
Crockett. Comes now The Davy Crockett Almanac and Book of Lists, by
William R. Chemerka (Eakin Press, P.O. Drawer 90159, Austin, Texas 787090159, $17,95), Contents include an analysis of Crockett's autobiography and
his role as a popular culture icon, his family tree, an exhaustive "A to Z"
compendium, and then the lists: thirty-two of them on such subjects as Top Ten
Crockett Books, Davy Crockett in the Movies, Comic Books, Crockett in
School Books, etc. Suffice it to say this one contains more than most wi1l want
to know about Crockett.
The problem with The History Highway 2000: A Guide To Internet
Resources, by Dennis A. Trinkle and Scott A Merriman (2nd ed., M.E. Sharpe,
80 Business Park Drive, Annonk, New York 10504, $29.95 +$5 slh), is that a
part of it was out of date before it was printed. Such is the nature of
technology. But all of it is still useful. Out-of-date means that new sites are
activated daily, but those hsted here will, for the most part, remain indefinitely.
To make sense of such rambling, what we have here is a good history of the
Internet and its uses, which takes up about twenty-five pages; the remaining
400 pages contain descriptions of hundreds of WEB sites of interest to all
fields of history. Here is an example from page 326: "Women Veterans
http:"userpages.aug.comJ captbarbl 'Captain Critical' presents a large
collection of online material on women in the military. The site documents the
role of women in American wars from the Revolution through tOOay's news."

Touched By Fire: Letters From Company D, 5th Texas Infantry, Hood's
Texas Brigade, Anny of Northern Virginia, 1862-1865, edited by Eddy R.
Parker (Hill College Press, Hillsboro, Texas), is a collection of letters written
by several members oftms unit, the majority penned by 1. Mark Smithers, who
joined the army at age seventeen, worked his way up to sergeant's stripes, and
sustained two wounds during the war. William H. Lewis and Robert M. Powell
also wrote several of the letters. The collection provides personal insight into
the various assignments of Hood's Tcx.as Brigade, the state's most celebrated
unit in the Civil War.
Lone Star Generals In Gray, by Ralph A. Wooster (Eakin Press, P.O.
Drawer 90159, Austin, Texas 78709-0159, $24.95) is reminiscent of Ezra
Warner's Generals In Gray and Generals In Blue except it focuses on Confederate general officers associated with Tex.as and the biographical data is more
complete and is annotated. Entries are accompanled by a photo of the suhject
and the note section and bibliography are extcnsive - as one would expect
from Ralph Wooster, the dean of Civil War scholars in and of Texa'i. Chapter
divisions compartmentali7-e Confederate Generals from Texas, The Army
Generals - Albert Sidney Johnston and John Bell Hood, the Major Generals,
Brigadiers of the Trans-Mississippi and Eastern Theatres, etc. This is a good
addition to the growing shelf of Wooster's work.
The Papers of Jefferson Davis, Volume 10, October 1863-AuguSl 1864,
Lynda Lasswell Crist, editor, Kenneth H. Williams, associate editor, and Peggy
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L. Dillad, editorial associate (Louisiana State University Press, Baton Rouge,
Louisiana 70803; $95), continues a series begun nearly four decades ago by
Frank E. Vandiver, Cooper Reagan, Haskell Monroe, and others, and it is still
sponsored by The Jefferson Davis Association. Crist has been with the project
longer than anyone save for Vandiver, who is still president of the JD Association and chief advisory editor among a distinguished list of other advisory
editors, including James I. Robertson, Jr., who wrote an introduction for this
volume. Long ago the editors decided to account for, but not necessarily
reproduce. every Davis item extant about which they knew. So volume] 0, like
the preceding volumes, contains some complete letters - with annotation - and
a calendar of other items. In both circumstances the archival location of the
item is provided. This is one of the best HPapers Of..." projects in terms of
careful editing and complete coverage of principal subject.

While we are dealing with the "Wah," consider The Confederate
Cookbook: Family Favorites From The Sons of Confederate Veterans, edited
by Lynda Moreau (Pelican Publishing Company, Box 3110, Gretna, Louisiana
70054, $25). The opening sections contain several commercials for the SCV;
succeeding chapters present recipes contributed by members divided into
appetizers and libations; salads, sauces, and breads; main dishes, soups, and
stews, vegetables and side dishes; and sweets. A random sample: The Ultimate
Chocolate Chip Cookies, submitted by Sidney 1. Hullum, who is associated
with the lohnson-Sayers-Nettles Camp #1012, of Teague, Texas. Hullum is a
descendant of Pvt.. Benjamin M. Hullum, and a member of Company L, 13th
Tennessee Infantry. The recipe is presented in standard style: a listing of
ingredients followed by instructions for the order of combination. procedure,
and baking time-plus the advice to "Combine with a glass of cold milk for
the perfect midnight snack." Confederates lost the war but no true Southerner
would admit to coming in second in the kitchen.

Wake Up Dead Man: Hard Labor and Southern Blues, collected and
edited by Bruce Jackson (University of Georgia Press, Athens, Georgia 30602,
$16.95), was first published in 1972 and is back in print in this Brown Thasher
Book edition. What you have here is a collection in the John Lomax tradition.
It commences with a lengthy introduction of more than forty pages that
identifies the singers and the Texas convict worksong tradition, plus chapters
on songs associated with Cotton And Cane (solo songs and group songs), the
songs of J.B. Smith, Axe songs (crosscutting and logging), and flatweeding
songs. What you usually get is an introduction to a song, musical bars for
piano accompaniment with words to the first verse, and every known
additional verse or variation.
Best Editorial Cartoons Of The Year, 2000 Edition, edited by Charles
Brooks (Pelican Publishing Company, 1000 Bunnaster Street, Gretna. LA
70053, $14.95), is the twenty-eighth annual installment in a series that has
captured our attention for at least half of that time. Included are 430 mostly
satirical drawings by 160 political cartoons whose work usually greets us on
the editorial pages of daily newspapers. Most of us chuckle over cartoons that
offer balm to our own political perspectives and grimace at the work of the
knuckleheads who use their talent and our subscription money to malign and
misrepresent our side. The wonderful thing is that everyone gets to react this
way because cartoonists, like other media types, butcher all sides of any issue.
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The edition for 2000 does not focus as much on President Bill Clinton's
impeachment problem (and the problem that produced it) as did the edition for
1999, but some of it lingers. What is remarkable is that Clinton is always
presented as over-weight, but in reality he is about as angular as Presidents
Bush, Reagan, and Carter and is more so than say Newt Gingrich or Dick
Anney. We see here the first appearance of hopeful George W. Bush and far
more focus on Albert Gore than before. Mrs. Clinton's Senate race gets
attention, as does the Republican Party's opposition, Favorites in this edition
are funerary tributes, especially for Joe DiMaggio and John F. Kennedy, Jr. But
my favorite, by l.R. Rose of Byrd Newspapers, appears on page 197. The first
of its three panels shows a man on a beach approaching a conch shell. A
balloon reveals his thoughts: "Aaahhh ... There's nothing like a stroll on the
beach to get your mind off the fast-paced technology of today ... ," Second
panel: he picks up the shell. Third panel: he has the shell to his ear, and it
says .. ,"If you'd like to hear the Atlantic Ocean, press 'one: if you'd like to
hear the Pacific ocean, press 'two" ...." That speaks volumes.

The Gentleman From Georgia: The Biography of Newt Gingrich, by Mel
Steely (Mercer University Press, 6316 Peake Road, Macon, Georgia 31210,
$29.95), is a whitewash of the career of the gentleman from Georgia through
his twenty-year career in Congress. Steely taught history with Gingrich at
West Georgia College, located in Carrollton, and worked as a volunteer in
Gingrich's early campaigns for election to Congress and as a staff member
after he won on the third try. To say Steely is biased begs the point, but at least
he does not try to mask his partisanship. He cannot help admitting that
Gingrich's sometimes abrasive personality caused personal and political
trouble, but essentially the viewpoint is that Gingrich was always "right" on
everything. It is easy to agree that Gingrich was a powerful force and the
motivation behind the Republican Revolution that gained control of the
Congress, especially the House, in 1994, or that his personality then proved to
be an impediment to what he wanted the Congress to achieve in dismantling
what he called our nation's welfare state, There is no balance here: all the
sleaze was in the Clinton White House, but Gingrich's marital infidelity takes
up less than half of one sentence. Defending his boss, Steely says that Speaker
Gingrich taught his famous tele-course to counter the liberal history taught by
nearly all other historians because he knew that historians can tell it any way
they wish. His example was Thomas Jefferson, who could be viewed as a
gifted political theorist, essayist. inventor, and statesman, or as an evil slave
owner. Steely's treatment of the gentleman from Georgia is exhibit one that
historians can tell the story to suit themselves. Readers on the right will relish
every page, those on the left will gag a lot, and those in the center will yet
wonder about the real story of the gentleman from Georgia.
Inside The Barracks: World War II Humor, compiled and edited by
Walbrook D. Swank (Burd Street Press, 63 West Burd Street, Shippensburg,
Pennsylvania 17257, $5.95), contains thirty-nine pages of poetry, shtick, and
imaginative correspondence, all of it scatological and prurient, with some
relevance to the WWII era. About all I can quote here are these lines from a
letter allegedly written by a serviceman in the Pacific Theater describing his
initial encounter with combat: "I started to shake with patriotism" and "I tried
to hide behind a tree but there weren't enough trees for officers" (p.4).
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A happy remembrance is Jim H. Ainsworth's Biscuits Across The Brazos:
A Family Journey (Season of Harvest Publications, Across The Creek @ Bar
Nun Ranch, Campbell, Texas 75422), a limited (300copies) printing of the
story of a wagon trail drive that is remarkable for two reasons: first, the drive
moved from west to east; and second, it happened in 1998. Both are explained
this way: Ainsworth and companions duplicated the movement of his greatgrandparents from Baird, in Callahan County, to Delta County in East Texas.
The motivation was two preserved biscuits, heirloom testimony to the family
separation during the migration, and Ainsworth's determination to learn what
his forebearers had experienced in a different time. Along the way Ainswoth
made a host of new friends who actually and vicariously participated in his
nostalgic trip. This is fun reading.
Not so much fun, because of the subject, but quite important, is the
republication of Dan T. Carter's The Politics of Rage: George Wallace, The
Origins Of The New Conservatism, And The Transformation of American
Politics (Louisiana State University Press, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70803,
$17.95). First published in 1995, this edition (2000) contains a new preface in
which Carter stated that his views on Wallace had not changed fundamentally
since the first publication. Those views: George Wallace brought a towering
ambition to succeed in politics from his beginnings in hard-scrabble Alabama.
Early success as a judge and legislator whetted his appetite for the governor's
office and then the presidency, and nothing was beneath him to achieve his
goals until a would-be assassin's bullet more or less put an end to the final
ambition. Certainly he used the race issue to gain office in Alabama and in
attempting to achieve national office, all the while maintaining that his motive
was the preservation of state's rights. Carter argues that Wallace anticipated
the swing to conservatism in the South and in the nation, especially among
blue-collar workers, and forced Richard Nixon to the right to win the
presidency in 1968 and keep it in 1972. Wallace survived an assassination
attempt but spent his remaining two decades in physical misery, and~ if his
attempt to seek forgiveness from blacks was genuine, in some mental or
spiritual distress as well. Carter's biography humanizes Wallace, explains him,
even, and reminds contemporaries of the reality of the 1950s and 1960s in the
South. It does not make Wallace a sympathetic character, but it does help us
understand him and the shift among some Americans toward conservatism that
his quests for the presidency produced.

Stanley Marcus From A to Z: Vilrwpoints Volume fl. edited by Michael V.
Hazel (University of North Texas Press, Box 311336, Denton, TX 762031336, $24.95) follows the publication in 1995 of The Viewpoims oj Stanley
Marcus. That volume, like this one, contains columns written by Marcus for
the Dallas Morning News. The first volume contained 116 articles; this one
reproduces 114 of them (if I counted correctly), in sixty-two categories _..
from A to Z, or "Advice" to "Zoos," plus an epilogue which explains why
Marcus has become an "occasional" contributor instead of an once-a-week
contributor. I read some of these columns in the original, and, taking Mr.
Marcus at his word, it would please him that I did not always agree with his
viewpoint. But I am delighted that he has written them and will continue to do
so occasionally. Such a mind deserves a venue for its yield.
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Finally, a visit with an old friend. I read Leon Hale's Turn South at the
Second Bridge (Winedale Publishing, P.O. Box 130828, Houston, Texa~
77219, $16.00) in 1965, missed the first reprint 1980, but enjoyed this third
edition as much as the first time. Surely, there is some "dating" in the text marveling at a high cost of a haircut in Houston at $1.75 is a good examplebut most of it is timeless. I couldn't burst out laughing when reading about
Welcome Woods' distress when his Model A was pushed from behind because
I was in the waiting room of a professional office at the time and didn't want
to attract stares. But it was just as funny. Hale has a gift of making a reader
"see" what he is writing about, especially if one knows the kinds. of citizens
and situations he portrays. I have enjoyed all of Hale's books, but this remains
my favorite. I have used a line from it in final examinations for graduate
students for years. I ask what Uncle Charlie Jones meant when he observed
that "The lightbread people have ruined our women" (p.173). It is a sign of the
times that for thirty-five years all have filtered that through the civil rights
struggle, rather than what Jones intended: that because women could go to the
store and buy bread and no longer had to stay home and bake it, that the whole
world changed. I'd say for the beUer, but Uncle Charlie didn't think so.
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BOOK REVIEWS
Notable Men and Women of Spanish Texas, Donald E. Chipman and Harriett
Denise Joseph (University of Texas Press. P.O. Box 7819, Austin, TX
78713-7819)1999. Contents. Notes. Biblio. Illus. Index. P. 359. $17.95.
Paperback. $40.00. Hardcover.
The lights that shone on Spanish Texas history scholarship in the beginning were Herbert Bolton, Carlos Castaneda, and Charles Hackett. Present day
scholarship in that field is led by Jack Jackson, William Foster, and Donald
Chipman. Among the latest of the publications that all scholars of early Texas
history must have for reference is NotahLe Men and Women ojSpani."h Texn.'l hy
Donald Chipman and Harriett Denise Joseph.

Notables contains detailed biographies of the major actors and personalities in Spanish Texas history. Their lives and their stories frequently overlap in
history books. In this book, however, the authors focus on each personality and
his part in the making of Spanish history in Texas from 1528 to 1821. The
Notable Men are Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca, Alonso de Leon, Francisco
Hidalgo, Louis Juchereau de St. Denis, Antonio Margil de Jesus, the Marques
de Aguayo, Pedro de Rivera, Felipe de Rabago, Jose de Escandon, Athanese de
Mezieres, the Marques de Rubf, Antonio Gil Ibarvo, Domingo Cabello, Jose
Bernardo Gutierrez de Lara, and Joaqufn de Arredondo.

If, as Thomas Carlyle said, "History is the biographies of great men" (and
women), then these are the biographies that made the history of Spanish Texas.
The stories start early, in 1528, with the almost unbelievable adventures of
Cabeza de Vaca and his eight-year journey across Tex.as and Mexico. They
follow the discoverers, the settlers, the administrators, the priests and politicians, the saints and the scoundrels - and it is hard sometimes to tell them apart.
The authors close with Joachin de Arredondo and the story of his bitter revenge
on the Texas republicans after the Battle of Medina.
The Notable Women did not get to Spanish Texas before French women
arrived with LaSalle in Matagorda Bay in 1685. This does not count Maria de
Agreda, The Lady in Blue. who visited Texas as early as 1723 through the
miracle of bilocation, of being in two places, Spain and Texas, at one time.
Women continued to come to Texas with Spanish entradas and settlements, and
were well represented on the frontier by 1721 and the founding of Los Adaes,
the first capital of Texas.

Notable Men and Women of Spanish Texas is a biographical encyclopedia
of the beginning of Texas history and a necessary addition to libraries featuring
early Texas history.
F. E. Abernethy
Stephen F. Austin State University

Texas by Teran: The Diary Kept by General Manuel de Mier y Teran on his
1828 Inspection of Texas, Jack Jackson, editor, John Wheat, translator
(University of Texas Press, P.O. Box 7819, Austin, TX 78713-7819) 2000.
Contents. Notes. Epilogue. Biblio. HIus. Index. P. 300. $40.00. Hardcover.

Did you know that in less than a year, in 1828, the number of deer hides
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shipped out of Mexican Nacogdoches to Natchitoches, U.S.A., and on to New
Orleans, was around 4O,000? In one previous year merchants had shipped twice
that many, all the result of trading with East Texas Indians, They shipped 1,500
bear hides, and in spite of the near extinction of the species, in 1828 1,200 otter
pelts and 600 beaver hides.
These and many more fascinating details of colonial Nacogdoches history
are the body of infonnation that General Manuel de Mier y Teran included in
his diary of his inspection of Texas in 1828-29. The original diary, now at Yale
University, was edited and published by Jack Jackson as Texas by Teran, with
Jackson's rich introduction and endnotes. John Wheat, who must be one of the
most talented men in Texas academia, made a beautifully readable translation
of the diary.
Teran, who was a brigadier general and minister of war when he was
thirty-five, was appointed by President Guadalupe Victoria to lead an expedition to Texas and report on the state of the Indians and the attitudes of the
American settlers and to determine the U.S.-Mexican boundary between the
Red River and the Sabine. Teran was interested in natural science and took with
him Jean-Louis Berlandier, a biologist, and Rafael Chovell, a mineralogist.
Among them they catalogued much of East Texas natural life-geological,
botanical, and zoological. The Teran expedition was well officered and
equipped, and its members contributed largely to our knowledge of frontier
East Texas.
With the help of Peter Ellis Bean. Teran interviewed and visited most of
the twenty-five different Indian tribes in East Texas. His official recommendation was that land be granted to the friendlies in order to make them into selfsupporting, productive Mexican citizens and a balance against the incoming
Americans. For the Lipans, Comanches, and other unfriendlies, he asked that
2,000 Mexican troops be sent to subjugate them and drive them beyond the
Mexican borders.
Teran was depressed at the state of the original Spanish-Mexican settlers
of East Texas. By 1828 the Mexican population was diminished. It had been
forced to live on the fringes at a distance from Nacogdoches. Teran described
these original Spanish settlers as an indigent and wretched class of people
without hope who spent much of their time lying up in hammocks.
The newly arrived Americans were Teran's worst fear and comprised the
majority of the population. He bemoaned the size of their grants, their political
hold on Texas, and their scornful attitude toward their Mexican neighbors and
rulers. He saw Nacogdoches as being made up of scoundrels, debtors, and
fugitives who had fled the justice of the United States to live unmolested in
Mexican Texas. Teran feared the expansion of slavery. He was against slavery
on moral principles and feared slavery politically. He recognized that were
slavery allowed unconditionally the large Southern American plantation owners
would expand into Texas and occupy land by the leagues.
Teran made hi s tour, with excursions to northeast and southeast Texas, and
his recommendations, which were codified into the Mexican Law of April 6,
1830. This law prohibited slavery and closed the Mexican border to further
American immigration.
Manuel de Teran was a man of principle and a loyal and patriotic Mexican.
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When the Law of April 6,1830 was rescinded in 1832 and Santa Anna '5
Federalist forces were gaining victories in Mexico and Americans pouring over
the border into East Texas, the political and social world became more than he
could bear. Teran went behind the Church of St. Anthony in Padilla,
Tamau.lipas, and fell upon his sword.
General Manuel de Mier y Teran left a valuable legacy in his diary of his
1828 expedition into Texas. Texas by Teran is one of the few primary sources
of pre-revolutionary Texas history. Jackson enriches this Teran volume by
including another primary source, Theodore Pavie's account of his visit to
Nacogdoches and East Texas in 1830. Teran and Pavie saw some of the same
scenes. Besides being interesting and educational primary history, Texas by
Tenin is just a good read.
But there is not a single map in the book of Teran's journey through Texas
and Louisiana.

F. E. Abernethy
Stephen F. Austin State University

The Oldest Ranch in Texas: Rancho de la Purtsima Concepcion, A Ranch on
the Road to History, Joe Wreford Hipp (Eakin Press, P.O. Box 90159,
Austin, TX 78709-0159) 2000. Contents, lllns. Maps. Appendices. Notes.
Glossary. Biblio. Index. P. 106. $18.95. Paperback.

Texas is known for ranches founded in the time of Spanish land grants.
Most of those ranches, however, have long since di sappeared under the pressure
of ownership changes triggered by revolution, drought, market collapses, family problems, and other difficulties. Joe Hipp has singled out a ranch he has
every reason to believe is the oldest surviving ranch in Texas. Hipp, a Texas
A&M University journalism graduate and a retired Air Force officer, has used
that background and interest to write about a ranch located nine miles south of
the historic Alamo between Leon Creek and the Medina River.
The ranch was begun in 1794 on land granted to Don Juan Ignacio Perez
de Casanova. a soldier, rancher, Indian fighter, and interim governor. The ranch
has had various names - Stone Rancho, Perez Ranch, Lynn Ranch, Rancho de
Leon, and Walsh Ranch. The story of the ranch since its founding is
complicated by the political tunnoil that swept through this historic part of
Texas. The revolution in Mexico, the Texas rebellion against Mexico, and even
in more modem times the power move by the City of San Antonio to control
the land - all of these are part of the history of this ranch.
Especially interesting is that time during the Texas war for independence
when the family fled the ranch to the sanctuary of Mexico. When they returned
they found that Anglo settlers had taken over much of the property along the
Medina River. Even though the family pursued the matter in court, they never
regained ownership of those lands.
Although the ranch is quite old, modem questions continue to be
troubling. Part of the discussion includes the efforts of Henry Cisneros, the
colorful figure from San Antonio, who led the move to condemn the land for
use by the City of San Antonio.
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Hipp's look at this ranch reflects a considerable amount of archival
research as wen as discussions with individuals involved.
Lawrence Clayton
Hardin-Simmons University

The San Saba' Mission: Spanish Pivot in Texas, Robert S. Weddle (Texas A&M
University Press, 4354 TAMUS, College Station, TX 77843-4354) 1999.
1964. Reprint. Content~. Biblio. Index. Maps.lilus. P. 238. $16.95. Paperback.

In this reprint of a boole published in 1964, accomplished writer of Texas
history Robert Weddle ably recounts the history of San Saba' Mission. Weddle
contends that it"i destruction in 17S8 at the hands of a coalition of Texas Native
American tribes was a significant turning point in Spanish involvement in
Texas. After the San Saba' massacre, the Spanish began a southward
withdrawaJ, giving up on subduing the fiercely warlike tribes of Texas.
Weddle's research is impressive. Utilizing the personal papers of missionaries and Spanish soldiers as well as government documents, he creates a
detailed and well written narrative that convincingly supports his thesis. The
work reveals the international power struggle that existed in Texas in the mideighteenth century between Spain and France. Native Americans proved fully
as capable as the Europeans at the game of power politics. Indeed, the cause of
the San Saba' massacre, Weddle asserts, was the Apache's attempts to use the
Spanish a"i a buffer against their dreaded enemies, the Comanches.
When Weddle wrote the original version, the location of the mission was
a matter of speculation. Archaeological efforts since then have identified its
location and an introductory chapter is included which details the exciting
development. OveraJI, this is an excellent piece of historical research and
writing on a pivotal event in the history of Texas.
Fred Allison
Lubbock, Texas

Chiricahua Apache Women and Children: Safekeepers of the Heritage, H.
Henrietta Stockel (Texas A&M University Press, 4354 TAMUS, College
Station, TX 77843-4354) 2000. Contents. Notes. Illus. Biblio. Index. P.
115. $24.95. Hardcover.
"Women and children first!" might be the motto of progressive social
science. Gone are the days when even such a purportedly belligerent society as
the Chiricahua Apaches will have its distaff dimension neglected. The women
among '·Geronimo's people" have in fact always enjoyed high regard in their
own culture for their roles in subsistence and family life, as epitomized in the
famous girl's puberty rite that takes place each July in New Mexico. Stockel's
account of the social position of Apache women begins with memoir and then
drifts into culture history, with chapters on the puberty ritual, the myths that
underlie it, and old~time domestic roles and child-rearing practices. A culturally
sanctioned "alternative lifestyle" is also shown in the careers of four women
who became renowned as fighters in the turbulent 1880s - Siki, Gouyen,
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Dahteste, and Lozen. Their cases are significant in light of evidence that several
other tribes also recognized women who pursued warrior status. Perhaps the
most interesting chapter is the closing profile of the late Mildred Cleghorn,
based on the author's acquaintance with the celebrated doll maker and Fort Sill
Apache tribal chair; Cleghorn is cast as a modem counterpart to the "warrior
women" of old. This is also the most original chapter, a... much of the rest of the
book is. synopsis from more detailed ethnographic and historical works,
demonstrating ironically that Apache women's roles already have been well
recorded in context. Brief and approachable, with an assortment of photos, the
present book serves up appetizers that will lead some readers to the cla...sic
entrees. It will also gain use as a convenient reference in cross-cultural
comparisons of gender roles within Native America or beyond.
Daniel J. Gelo
University of Texas at San Antonio

Jane Long afTexas, 1798-1880, Neila Skinner Petrick (Pelican Publishing Co.,
P.O. Box 3110, Gretna, LA 70054) 1995. Reprint 2000. Contents.
Epilogue. Note. P. 299. $19.95. Paperback.

This romantic historical novel follows Jane Long and her faithful servant,
Kian, from Natchez to Texas and incorporates all the events and persons she
met or could have met along the way between 1815 and March 1837. The
author used standard popular works about Jane and the event... of her time, and
as a professional writer and producer of videos, she creates vivid scenarios for
a popular readership.
This true story about a woman who waited on Bolivar Peninsula in J 822
for her husband to return, not knowing he had been killed in Mexico City, is
standard fare in Texas history. Her subsequent story as a settler in Austin,
Brazoria, and Fort Bend counties is less well known. In some ways, Petrick's
novel is a Texas Gone With the Wind - or at least the movie rendition of that
classic. It also reflects the imprint of John Wayne's "Alamo" on popular culture.
In other words, it is an entertaining account of Jane's adventures based on what
she told to Mirabeau B. Lamar in the 18308 when he gathered material of a
history of Texas. Beyond Lamar's notes, the author has imagined lane in other
challenging situations to make the story dramatic.
Historians. even those of us who enjoy historical novels, are uneasy when
novelists invent conversations between historical persons. Petrick effectively
uses such interchanges to move Jane's story forward, but it is disturbing to hear

Jane, Ben Milam, Jean Lafitte, Stephen F. Austin, William Barret Travis, and
others speak in twentieth-century patterns and cadences. In particular, the use
of fIrSt names among acquaintances is jarring at a time when wives often
addressed their husbands as "Mr." While Kian does not say ;'Lawzey! Miss
Scarlett! I don't know nuthin' bout' birthin' babies," she does speak in
presumed dialect. She is, however, like Scarlett's "Mammy," in that she can do
anything required. Somehow, she and Jane managed freshly ironed sheets and
tasty meals under trying conditions.
Like most Western movies and television series, this novel is entertaining
but historically inaccurate in many important portrayals of issues and events.
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Contrary to known facts, Mexican authorities appear inept, most Indians
dangerous, Empresario Austin has to send each application for land to San
Antonio, and a debt collector tried to seize Kian for a debt contracted by Jane's
deceased husband. These are stereotypes or contrary to practice or law.
Romantic notions about how pioneer plantations and boarding houses looked,
along with overly elegant food and clothing at festivities, reflect how
Hollywood has portrayed history and has influenced modem-day writers.
In summary this book is a frothy modem romance novel about a plucky
heroine who moved to the Texas frontier in 1822, but thinks, talks, and acts like
it is the 1950s.
Margaret Swett Henson
Houston, Texas

Raw Frontier, Volume Two: Survival to Prosperity Along the Tex£lS Coastal Bend,
Keith Guthrie (Eakin Press, P.O. Box 90159, Austin, TX 78709-0159)
2000. Contents. Maps. Endnotes. Biblio. Index. P. 270. $24.95. Hardcover.
"Raw Frontier" is a term that editors of the Houston Telegraph and
Register used to describe the counties west of the Colorado River in antebellum
Texas. Longtime South Texas resident and former newspaper publisher Keith
Guthrie selected sixteen of the counties for his two-volume study on early
Texas. While the first work largely dealt with the Texas Revolution era, the
paramount theme of the second volume is post-revolutionary happenings.
Included in the chapters are brief discussions of the colonization period, the
recounting of the emergence of the counties and the primary communities that
evolved within the original empresario hold.ings, tales of savage Indian attacks,
information on noted personalities, and accounts of hardships people
experienced living on the Texas frontier.
The book has adequate endnotes and contains an extensive bibliography.
The work is enhanced with maps that illustrate the streams, bays, and principal
roads of the counties. It also contains anecdotal material that Guthrie acquired
from local historians and descendants of pioneer settlers as he traveled throughout the sixteen-county region.
The volume does have flaws. First, the placement of counties such as
Gonzales and Guadalupe within the Texas Coastal Bend is questionable.
Second, the reader should be wary of historical inaccuracies - e.g., there are
items cited from editions of the Victoria Advocate before the newspaper began
publication in 1846. Third and perhaps most importantly, the narrative tends to
ramble, posing a distraction for the reader. For instance, while discussing
educational institutions in Lavaca County, the author interjects comments about
Hallettsville which had nothing to do specifically with schools, namely, the
town was featured in "Ripley's Believe It or Not." But, despite the book's
shortcomings, it is interesting reading.
Charles D. Spurlin
The Victoria College
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Chaplain Davis and Hood's Texas Brigade, Donald E. Everett, editor (Louisiana State University Press, P.O. Box 25053, Baton Rouge, LA 708945053) 1999. 1962. Reprint. Contents. Bio. Appendix. Notes. Index. P.234.
$14.95. Paperback.

In the aftennath of the secession of eleven Southern states, the Confederate States of America prepared to defend itself by organizing military units.
Involved in the effort was a group of ministers who attended the soldiers'
spiritual needs by holding services in camp to warn simpletons of the evils of
drink and the waywardness of "loose women" or to comfort the homesick. The
dawn of approaching battle found ministers hearing soldiers' confessions and
assuring them of their place in heaven in case of their death. This is all to say
that in the view of historians, ministers, with their unparalleled access in camp,
the city, and the battlefield, often made excellent historical witnesses.
Nicholas A. Davis was one minister whose account of his service as a
parson in the Texas Brigade personifies the above statements. Ably edited by
Donald E. Everett with a foreword by Robert K. Krick, Davis' account affords
readers a view of the war in the tradition of Bell 1. Wiley. Readers are advised
that Davis focuses on the Fourth Texas and not the whole brigade in the same
way that the Texas Brigade's principle historian, Harold B. Simpson, does in his
book Gaines' Mill to Appomattox: Waco & McLennan County in Hood's Texas
Brigade.
Davis' account contains many features valuable to the student of history.
First, the author provides a ministerial viewpoint of the organizing of troops in
Texas. their journey to Virginia, initial introduction to military life, and
reactions to the temptations of Richmond. Under the initial command of fiery
former United States Senator Louis T. Wigfall, the Texas Brigade spent the Fall
and Winter of 1861-1862 marching and counter marching to thwart
"numerous" movements by the Union Anny. Davis commented, "I don't know
how the men felt, but I was very tired myself ... And was very glad to hear
'Halt'" (p. 49). Davis also chronicles his reaction to the promotion of the Fourth
Texas Regiment's commander, John Bell Hood, to command the Texas Brigade
and the impending campaigning season.
Davis' recollection or the Peninsula, Seven Days, Second Manassas,
Sharpsburg, and Fredericksburg campaigns provide an unusual opportunity to
observe the process by which raw troops hardened into a legend known as
Hood's Texas Brigade. Davis' connection with the Texas Brigade ended shortly
after the Battle of Fredericksburg when he returned to Texas to recruit
replacements for the losses suffered by the Texa~ Brigade.
Davis' recollections are indispensable to the history of the Fourth Texas
Regiment, essential to the Texas Brigade's history, and important to
understanding the war from a "Johnny Reb's" point of view. Everett's endnotes
enhance the value of this book by assisting readers toward an understanding of
the personal impact of war. This book would make an excellent addition to any
Civil War library and is a good companion to the classic Christ in the Camp.
Jonalhan Hood
Texas Tech University
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Texans In Gray: A Regimental History of the Civil War, James Henry Davis,
editor (Heritage Oak Press, %James Henry Davis, 5349 E 95th St., Tulsa,
OK 74137) 1999. Contents. IUus. Index. Map. P. 210. $29.45. Hardcover.
In Apri 1 1862, eleven East Texas companies fonned in as many locations
under their respective captains: Alto, G.W. Knox; Linden, l.R. Watson; Rusk,
T.R. Bonner; Jefferson, lK. Cocke; Bright S1M, W.R. Buford; Mt. Pleasant,
J.G. Wood; Rusk County, 1. Dansby; Coffeeville, l.W. Duncan~ Henderson, P.G.
Whetstone; Jacksonville, J.C. Maples; and Elysium, J.G. McKnight. The
companies, A through L, merged at Camp Sidney Johnston in Kellyville on
April 21, 1862, to fonn the 18th Texas Regiment composed of 1,085 Texan~
under Colonel William B. Ochiltree.
A twenty-year old sergeant in Company H, John B. Porter from Pittsburg,
Texas, kept a diary from his recruitment at Coffeeville until the war ended in
I 865. James Davis has done an exemplary job of editing this diary which
depicts the day-by-day hardships, pathos, poignancy, and humor of these foot
soldiers as they plodded their weary way across part of Texas, most of
Arkansas, Louisiana, and back to Texas. Sergeant Porter's company never
served east of the Mississippi River except when several of them were
imprisoned in New Orleans.
Their [rrst "destination unknown" turned out to be Camp Nelson, Arkansas. There they joined with several other regiments to become a part of General
John G. Walker's Division, also known as Walker's Greyhounds.
No contact with the enemy yet, but an abundance of casualties due to accidents and disease caused Porter to observe that in war, "disease kills more than
the sword." He also stated that there was scarcely an hour in the day that they
did not hear platoons firing over the dead.
In September 1862, the regiment marched eastward to De Vall's Bluff,
then up to Des Arc, then back to Camp Nelson, and still there was no enemy
confrontation.

Porter left Camp Nelson for Little Rock just before Christmas, 1862, preferring possible action to nursing the sick. Colonel Ochiltree resigned and they
found themselves under a General Hawes who replaced their former commander, Colonel Young. They marched west to Fort Smith and then back to Little
Rock. On January 10, 1863, they were ordered to Pine Bluff, where the enemy
threatened Fort Hindsman. They arrived a day after the surrender of the fort and
marched five miles in retreat. The 18th next departed for West Momoe,
Louisiana, and Trinity City, but retreated just short of encountering the enemy.
They marched to Alexandria, Louisiana, then back to Richmond, Louisiana, to
engage Union troops to take pressure off Confederates defending Vicksburg.
This was their first real battle. Vicksburg surrendered on July 4, 1863.
Porter's regiment retreated to Delhi, where they were ordered to attack a
small garrison of Negroes, who, it turned out, had already been captured by
another unit. From there they wandered around central and south Louisiana to
Fort De Russy, where they became involved in a small skirmish. Porter's
detachment of twenty men was captured and transported by steamboat to New
Orleans, then to Alexandria for exchange, then back to New Orleans because of
impending battles at Mansfield and Pleasant Hill. After those two battles, the
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prisoners, including Porter, were taken back up the Red River to Keatchie,
where they were exchanged and sent home after a two-year walking tour of
Arkansa, and Louisiana.
Following a forty-two day leave, plus a thirty day ex.tension due to sickness, Porter returned to his outfit, catching up with it at Camden, Arkansas,
where they were in hot pursuit of General Steele's Union Division in retreat to
Little Rock. They lost track of the enemy and returned to Minden, Louisiana,
in February 1865, They Left Minden for Shreveport, then Keatchie, Mansfield,
and Pleasant Hill, then back to Keatchie, where the entire brigade, consisting of
eight or more units, including the18th, was ordered to Hempstead, Texas, and
the war ended. From Hempstead, Porter and his remaining fellow Texans in
Gray went home.
Fred McKenzie
Avinger, Texas

Horse Sweat and Powder Smoke: The First Texas Cavalry in the Civil War,
Stanley S. McGowen (Texas A&M University Press, 4354 TAMUS,
College Station, TX 77843-4354) 1999. Contents. Illus. Maps. Biblio.
Notes. Index. P. 229. $29.95. Hardcover.
Stanley McGowen provides a full history of the First Texas Cavalry from
its organization in 1861 under Henry McCulloch until its remaining members
mustered out, under orders, on April 30, 1865. The First Texas Cavalry was one
of the earliest Texas regiments organized for Confederate service and one of the
last to disband.
McGowen's history covers daily routine in the regiment, organizational
and training practices, and reports of the numerous battles and skinnishes of the
First Cavalry. He furnishes background infonnation on the officers and many
enlisted men in the regiment.
Of particular interest to East Texas readers is the detailed report of the
regiment's involvement in the Louisiana Red River campaign in the spring in
1864. Union General Nathaniel Banks, in February and March, "planned to move
overland across Louisiana: head up the Red River to Shreveport, Louisiana; and
thence march into the agricultural regions of East Texas" (p. 122).
In chapters 10 and 11, McGowen reports the Confederate effort to thwart
this Union inva'\ion. He focuses on the significant part the First Texas Cavalry
played in the successful defense. His descriptions of the battles at Mansfield
and Pleasant Hill, where Banks' Union troops were turned back, are clear and
helpful. Confederate forces harassed the retreating Union troops all the way to
Yellow Bayou, located southeast of Alexandria. There, on May 18, the First
Texas Cavalry - fighting dismounted - participated in their final major
encounter of the war.
Also of interest is McGowen's report on the "Battle of the Nueces,"
August 9-10, 1862. He calls the encounter "one of the most lamentable acts
perpetrated by Texans during the war" (p. 65). German Texans from the
Fredericksburg, Kerrville, and Comfort areas organized the Union Loyal
League at the beginning of the war. Henry McCulloch, commanding in the area,
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sought to crush this opposition. On August 1, about sixty of the Union loyalists
attempted to flee to Mexico. They were tracked by a mixed unit of Partisan
Rangers and some companies of the First Texas Cavalry. McGowen describes
the Confederate forces engagement of the Union loyalists as a significant
skinnish with the Gennan Texans making a detennined defense. Following the
heat of the battle, some of the Confederate troops "committed heinous atrocities
on the fallen Gennan settlers" (p. 70).
McGowen does not portray the German Tex.ans as unarmed or noncombatant. He suggest~ that they had every intention of moving through
Mexico to join Union fighting units. He does, however, recognize the violent
excesses of the Confederate troops after the battle concluded. McGowen's view
of this often-debated encounter is balanced and valuable.
Stanley McGowen ha<; provided a useful account of one Texas regiment
and it<i involvement in Civil War action in and around its home state. Maps
prepared by Don Frazier clarify the descriptions of military campaigns and
engagement<i. Extensive notes and bibliography make the book an excellent
beginning for more detailed research.
Milton S. Jordan
Houston, Texas

The Old Army in Texas: A Research Guide to the U.S. Anny in Nineteenth-Century Texas, Thomas T. Smith (Texas State Historical Association, 2/306
Sid Richardson Hall, University of Texas-Austin, Austin, TX 78712)
2000. Maps. Contents. llius. Index. P. 256. $29.95. Hardcover.
Lieutenant Colonel Thomas T. Smith, recently appointed as post commander of Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, knows more about the nineteenthcentury army in Texas than anyone else alive. In the present volume, which will
become a primary reference tool for Texas and military historians, Smith makes
available some of the "elementary data bas.e of essential information" (p. 1) he
has compiled over the years.
Most valuable here is the opening es.say, an updated version of a previously published article that used Fort lnge, Texas, as a case study for analyzing
army combat operations against the Indians. Smith now applies the methodological techniques he used in that more limited study in the systematic collection of empirical data and formal training in small-unit command to the entire
state. He finds that in the 219 army-led Indian battles from 1849 to 1881, most
common were hasty attacks conducted by small mounted units. More often
than not, these produced minor tactical successes but left the victor so
disorganized as to render effective pursuit impossible. Native American or
civilian scouts, Smith concludes, played a much more important role in these
army battles than the more acclaimed Texas Rangers.
Other sections of The Old Army in Texas provide a handy guide to the
nineteenth-century military presence in the state. A list of the army's commanders and administrative organization from 1848-1900 is followed by brief descriptions of 230 anny forts, s.ites, and best-known camps and outposts before
1900. A yearly accounting of the number and composition of the garrisons of
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the larger posts, six maps, an extensive bibliography, and the most comprehensive list of battles and skirmishes fought between the army and Indians in Texas
this reviewer has ever seen complete this useful reference tool.
Robert Wooster
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi

James ""'ley Magojfin: Don Santiago - El Paso Pioneer, W.H. Timmons (Texas
Western Press, The University ofTexas at EI Pa<;o, El Paso, TX 79968-0633)
1999. Content". Notes. Appendix. Biblio. Index. P. 130. $18.00. Paperback.

In eight short chapters, the dean of EI Paso-area historians tells us why
James Wiley Magoffin was El Paso's most important pioneer. Born in 1799,
Magoffin passed through Texas in 1821 and settled in the thriving port of
Matamoros. When prosperity ended there in 1835 he moved west to Chihuahua
and carried on as a trader in partnership with Stephen Courcier. In 1844 he left
for Missouri. Two years later he returned with the Army of the West and is
credited with helping persuade Governor Manuel Annijo to surrender New
Mexico to General Stephen Watts Kearny.
By 1849, Anglo-Americans had established five settlements along the
north side of the Rio Grande opposite EI Paso del Norte. At one of these,
Magoffinsville, lames Magoffin built his mercantile business anew. His association with another prominent Chihuahuan merchant, Don Jose Cordero, failed
when Cordero fell out of political favor. With the establishment of Fort Bliss at
M agoffinsville, Magoffin became the post sutler.
Magoffin understandably sided with the South during the American Civil
War and followed the Confederate forces when they abandoned west Texas. His
El Paso home was stripped and his properties condemned and sold. He died in
1868.
This book reads well, although one notices internal contradictions, errors,
and much that appears to be irrelevant. Little is said about Magoffin's activities
in Matamoros, his partnership with Courcier, or his relations with Jose Cordero,
all important periods of his life. The author relies mainly on published sources,
supplemented by documents at the Magoffin Home built by a son in EI Paso,
and elsewhere. It is to Timmons' great credit that he writes about a merchant
and community builder and leaves outlaws and gunslingers to others.
John P. Wilson
Las Cruces, New Mexico

Stonns, Floods and Sunshine, An Autobiography, Isaac Monroe Cline (Pelican
Publishing Co., P. O. Box 3110, Gretna, LA 70054) 2nd printing 2000. 1st
edition 1945, 2nd 1947, 3rd 1951. Contents. Hlus. Biblio. Charts. Appendices. P.353. $25.00. Hardcover.
Isaac Monroe Cline was the weather forecaster stationed in the bustling
city and major port of Galveston, Texas, during the Great Stonn of 1900, when
a hurricane literally destroyed the city. Over 6,000 lives, including Cline's wife,
were lost that first week of September, one hundred years ago. Largely due to
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the Storm, Houston gained prominence and replaced Galveston as the most
prominent commercial port in Texas. Galveston gained a seawall to protect the
island from future storm surges, but the city became known as a summer resort
for Houstonians. Isaac Cline can be viewed as a scapegoat for the collapse of
Galveston for not forecasting the path of the hurricane, and more importantly,
for not providing advance warnings to the citizens of Galveston Island. At first
read, this autobiography appears as a defense for Cline's actions and an attempt
to preserve his reputation as a scientist and weather forecaster. Only one chapter
is devoted to the Galveston Hurricane, with little, though traumatic, reference
to his wife and the peril of his immediate family. The descriptions of a flooded
Galveston are beyond belief, as perhaps are his actions. Cline writes that he
personally warned 6,000 people to evacuate the island. However, no official
emergency or hurricane warnings were posted in Galveston. He also failed to
evacuate his family to higher ground, believing his home to be an impenetrable
fortress. As a defense, the book raises more questions than it provides answers.
The majority of the work revolves around Isaac Cline's fifty-two-year
career with the U.S. Weather Service - but includes also humble beginnings as
a plowboy on his family's farm in Tennessee to a distinguished gentleman who
conected and restored oil paintings in New Orleans. There is a sadness
throughout the work, almost as if Cline was trying to prove to himself that he
was a good man. Like an aging scrapbook of memorabilia, the book contains
abundant reference to news clippings of praise and accolades. The book is
dedicated to his daughters, who survived the Galveston Storm with their father.
Cline's most renowned scientific work, Tropical Cyclones, also accompanies
the text. But overall, is the book successful?
During the centennial of the Galveston Hurricane, Cline will undoubtedly
be in the forefront of the news - recognized as hero or villain. New books, such
as Isaac's Storm, accusingly point the finger in the latter direction.
In one century's time, technology has advanced significantly in the field of
weather monitoring. NASA has launched a multi-million dollar Environmental
Weather Satellite and Doppler radar has proven itself as a useful tool in tracking
storms. In contrast, meteorological science in 1900 relied primarily on
observation. utilizing the barometer, and gauging the wind. Isaac Cline, the
weather forecaster, was helpless against the forces of nature, but he devoted his
life to the study of it. In Storms, Floods and Sunshine, it is apparent that Cline's
meteorological work was his life's passion. He was a scientist in a field of
inexact science. Because of the Galveston Storm, Cline diligently sought to
prevent future disasters by establishing weather-warning systems. With new
technology, and the start of hurricane season each year, can we be so sure that
future disasters can be prevented? Though history teaches otherwise, man still
believes he is invincible against the forces of nature, In this sense, the book is
effective. It is the David-and-Goliath story of man against the weather, only this
time Goliath wins.
Theresa Kuck McGinley
North Harris College
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Story afthe 1900 Galveston Hurricane, Nathan C. Green, editor (R.H. Woodward
Company. 1900. 1st Ed) (Pelican Publishing Company, Inc., P.O. Box 3110,
Gretna, LA 70054) 1999. B&W Photos. Map. P. 366. $25.00. Hardcover.

Often the centennial anniversary of a significant event in United States history brings to mind wondetful memories of achievemenl~, milestones, or successes. The centennial of the West Indies stonn in 1900 that leveled Galveston
does not invoke such a remembrance. This book, edited by Nathan Green,
reveal s period observations of unbelievable, although undeniable, destruction
and devastation unleashed by a monstrous hurricane that came ashore and
entered the record books as the worst natural disaster to strike the United States
to date.
Green highlights three important sources of information to detail the gruesome events caused by the storm. Feature stories from local and national newspaper and wire services were used to set the stage. The stories represented
journalists' attempts to put into words what many eyewitnesses stated about a
storm so imposing that it was impossible to describe fully. Galveston Island's
population was subjected to an unmerciful onslaught of tidal surge, pounding
rain, and winds that turned wood and metal pieces into lethal projectiles. These
stories gave the world at least a suggestion of the plight of the most important
port city along the Texas Gulf Coast in 1900. Each day the death count grew in
the stories but they seldom exaggerated the actual loss of souls. Heroic rescues
and ghoulish thievery were detailed in stories that pointed out the extremes of
human behavior that occurred under the catastrophic conditions. Within a week
the media had stirred thousands of Americans to come to the aid of the stricken
Galvestonians.
Green also included reports provided by professionals, such as Adjutant
General Thomas Scurry, that recounted the storm's devastation and pointed out
strategies put into effect to deal with the dead, protect business and property,
and cleanup efforts.
Lastly, the book contains persona) accounts of victims that demonstrate
the horror experienced by Galvestonians. Included are stories about babes
being ripped from parents' arms and families huddling together for protection
only to drown in the tidal surge or be buried when buildings collapsed.
Green has given the reader a glimpse of the worst natural disaster to strike
the United States. All through Galveston's history its residents have rebounded
from epidemics, hurricanes, fires, and economic hardships to create a tropical
haven on the Texas Gulf Coast. One has to admit that the storm in 1900 was by
far the most serious event that Galveston citizens have faced. This book should
be read by anyone who wishes to grasp the cultural resilience of Galvestonians
and evaluate more recent treatments of individuals and the events associated
with the West Indies storm 1900.
Darrel L. McDonald
Stephen F. Austin State University
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Indianola and Matagorda Island, 1837-1887, Linda Wolff (Eakin Press, P.O.
Box 90159, Austin, TX 78709-0159) 1999. Contents. Biblio. IIlus. B&W
Photos. Index. Tables. P. 166. $15.95. Paperback.
Competition between the "Dream City of the Gulf' - Indianola, and the
"Queen City" - Galveston, has helped define the history of Indianola and of
Matagorda Island. Although each tried to gain recognition as "the fairest of
them all," Indianola and Galveston differed significantly. While Galveston was
a conunercial port, Indianola was tied to Uland grants in the Hill Country, forts
on the Texas frontier, and efforts to establish trade with Mexico and even the
Pacific Coast" (p. 3).
Linda Wolff works in helping develop tourism on Matagorda Island. Her
book contains five sections, including the histories of Indianola, Saluria, and
Matagorda Island. Section one contains a brief introduction of Indianola,
followed by a timeline that traces the development of Old-Town Indiana] a,
Matagorda, the island before, during, and after the Civil War, and the stonns of
1875 and 1886.
In the second part, Wolff presents the history of Saluna and Matagorda
Island from 1837-1887. She includes an interesting section on the history of the
Matagorda Island Lighthouse. In the last three chapters, Wolff lists the known
shipwrecks that have occurred off Matagorda Bay, cemetery inscriptions in
Matagorda and Indianola, and a wildflower and birding list for the island.
Wolff's work offers both a brief local history and a visitor's guide.
Although the information in the timeline might have been presented better in a
narrative fonn, the author includes an index, photos, and a useful bibliography.
Anyone interested in Indianola, Matagorda Island, and the surrounding area
should examine this book.
Stefanie Lee Decker
Oklahoma State University

Texas Veterans of Czech Ancestry, Czech Heritage Society of Texas (Eakin
Press, P.O. Box 90159, Austin, TX 78709-0159) 1999. Acknowledgments. B&W Photos. P. 328. $45.00. Hardcover.
This compilation of about 2,500 profiles of UTexas veterans of Czech
ancestry who have served in the Armed Forces of the United States" originated
in 1986 as the project of Victor Peter, a retired businessman and trustee of the
Czech Heritage Society. Before he died in 1996, Peter turned over his research
to a Society committee of volunteers, and the result was this impressive
resource book that, like previous CHS publications focusing primarily on
Czech immigration to Texas, will be of considerable value to Texans of Czech
heritage interested in pursuing regional history and genealogy.
As might be expected in a work covering veterans of Hall American wars
since the Civil War and in the 20th Century, including World War I, World War
II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, and the more recent Desert Stonn" (as it
was described recently in Cesky hlas, a CHS newsletter), coverage is uneven
and mistakes inevitable. The length of entries ranges from one line to a substantial paragraph~ many are illustrated with photographs. Beyond the impossibility

82

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

of completeness in such a project, even if criteria for inclusion were finnly
established, the category of "Czech ancestry" is a tricky one in marginal cases.
Of course, many Texas veterans of mixed ethnicity and without Czech
surnames may yet acknowledge their Czech heritage. In the end, it is naturally
the veterans whose families or descendants are most interested in their Czech
heritage who are most likely to be included in a collection such as this.
This publication is very much in the tradition of patriotism that has
characterized Texas Czech culture through the generations. There is no conflict
between pride in one's Czech ancestry and pride in being a patriotic United
States citizen who is willing to serve his nation in time of need.
Clinton Machann
Texas A&M University

Black Churches in Texas: A Guide to Historic Congregations, Clyde McQueen
(Texas A&M University Press, 4354 TAMUS, College Station, TX
77843-4354) 2000. Contents. 1l1lis. Tables. Notes. Biblio. Index. P. 253.
$24.95. Paperback. $39.95. Hardcover.

In the spring of 1988, Clyde McQueen attended a Junior Historians Fair at
the University of Texas in Austin. His wife, Connie, was one of the judges. Two
students from Galveston, Lavern Moore and Eugene Williams, presented a
paper on the history of the Ave. L Missionary Baptist Church, organized in
Galveston in 1840. This experience prompted McQueen's effort to leam more
about the black church in Texas. With the help of data collection teams in each
region he gathered the infonnation for this book over the next ten years.
McQueen considered five regions covering one-third of the state from the
Brazos Valley eastward. A majority of the 374 congregations listed are located
east of the Trinity_ Each section begins with information about the region,
including details of its history and geography, and a profile of one distinguished
individual from an historic congregation in that region.
Each of the churches McQueen locates is a congregation that has been
organized and meeting for at least one hundred years. About two-thirds of these
are Baptist. Various denominations, including Methodist, Roman Catholic, and
others complete the study. A few of the listings include only the name of the
church and its founding date and address. Most are described with a paragraph
or two of history and some are a full page or more. They include names of
founding members, trustees, pastors, and denominational and local church
leaders. Sixty-four photographs of the churches reflect denominational and
geographical styles of architecture.
The material collected here comes from cornerstones, historical markers,
local and denominational records, news articles, and church and pastoral anniversary programs and documents. The study fills an informational gap and
provides a beginning for a comprehensive history of the African American
church in Texas. The bulk of the research data is available in thc Texas A & M
University archives in College Station.
William Montgomery has written a useful introduction which gives
historical perspective to the details. Extensive notes. an alphabetical listing of
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state historical markers, and a sixteen-page index help make McQueen's book
valuable as a reference and travel guide.
Milton S. Jordan
Houston, Texas

Blllck Unionism in the Industrial South, Ernest Obad.ele-Smrks (Texas A&M University Press, 4354 TAMUS, College Station, TX 77843-4354) 2000.
Content.;;. 11Ius. Maps. Tables. Notes. Biblio. Index. P. 183. $29.95. Hardcover.
Labor history in Texas has received relatively little attention from
historians; African American labor has received even less attention. Ernest
Obadele-Starks addresses this issue with a thoughtful and informative study of
the effort of African Americans to achieve equality in the workplace along the
Texas Gulf Coast during the first half of the twentieth century. Obadele-Starks
examines five key industries - the docks, railroads, oil, steel, and ship building
- and focuses his study on the upper Texas coast from the Houston-Galveston
area eastward to Beaumont and Port Arthur. Obadele-Starks argues that black
workers were engaged in a constant struggle for equal opportunity in the work
place and that this struggle involved a variety of tactics and encompassed not
only black workers but also black political and community leaders. He further
argues that this struggle involved class and racial issues, pitting black workers
against management and white workers and their unions.
Obadele-Starks organizes his study around the five industries that fonn the
basis of industrialization along the Texas Gulf Coast. He details the efforts of
African American workers to achieve equality in the workplace in each
industry. Tactics varied not only from industry to industry but among workers
within an industry, especially among various factions within the leadership of
the African American community. Black workers and their supporters faced
three choices: attempting to force white unions to integrate; creating separate
black unions; or working through company unions. The choices were complicated. White unions often had more resources, but rarely gave black workers a
voice in union management or prioritized the needs of black workers. Black
unions addressed the needs of black workers but perpetuated a Jim Crow labor
force. Company unions generally were dominated by management but sometimes paid more attention to African American interests than did white unions.
During the 19308 the rise of the CIO with its commitment to racial equality
seemed to bode weJl for black workers; likewise, during World War II the
creation of the Fair Employment Practices Committee brought the federal
government into the struggle to end racial discrimination in defense industries.
In both cases Obadele-Starks notes that the results fell far short of the promise.
By the end of the war, black labor was organized and politically aware but had
not attained its goals.
Black Unionism in the Industrial South is well researched and argued.
Obadele-Starks makes effective use of minority newspapers, union records, and
oral history to present labor issues from the perspective of the African
American community. His work provides a clear picture of the struggle of black
workers for equality during the first half of the twentieth century.
Cary D. Wintz
Texas Southern University
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Black Cowboys of Texas, Sara R. Massey (Texas A&M University Press, 4354
TAMUS, College Station, TX 77843-4354) 2000. Contents. Hlus,
Contributors. Biblio. Index. P. 361. $29.95. Hardcover.

African Americans participated in the cattle industry from the slavery era
into the twentieth century, but unfortunately have received little attention from
historians. Indeed, their contributions to western ranching economics were vast,
varied, and valuable. Sara R. Massey has chronicled the status and progression
of black cowhands throughout much of the Lone Star State's history in Black
Cowboys of Texas. Considering the disadvantages under which they labored,
both black men and women made remarkable efforts to imprint their style upon
American cattle ranching. This work provides the background and panorama
for this particular aspect of the black heritage.
The major controversy surrounding black cowboys and cowgirls is
detennining what percentage actually participated in the cattle boom at its
height from 1866 until 1895. The initial estimate in the 19208 suggested that
African Americans and Mexicans comprised one-third of all the cowhands
involved in the cattle drives. Additional research indicated that blacks
outnumbered Mexicans two to one, or twenty-five percent to twelve percent, as
trail-herders. The actual number of black cowboys who assisted in driving
cattle out of Texas wa<i approximately 5,000. Quintard Taylor, Jr., disputes these
numbers and percentages. He contends that black Texas herders constituted
four percent of the total in 1880 and but only 2.6 percent by 1890, Apparently
Taylor misread and misused the available evidence.
Collections of essays naturally vary in quality and usefulness; Black
Cowboys of Texas is no different in this regard. But whether African Americans
toiled on open or fenced ranges or as trail drivers, this book covers their
disparate experiences. One strength of the twenty-seven essayists is that their
backgrounds encompass a spectrum from folklore to film producer and from
historian to museum director. Black Cowboys of Texas provides a somewhat
eclectic approach to its subject. Nevertheless, it is successful, interesting, and
occasionally innovative, in short, a marvelou~ and fascinating study. Massey
has done an excellent job in bringing together the historical background and
occupational diversity of Texas' black cowboys.
Barry A. Crouch
Gallaudet University

Infantry Soldier: Holding the Line at the Battle a/the Bulge, George W. Neill

(Dniversity of Oklahoma Press, 4100 28th Ave N W, Nannan, OK 730698218) 2000. Contents. Notes. Biblio, Maps. Hlus. Index. P. 356. $24.95
Hardcover.
1 am tempted to write that I am a poor if logical choice, for this review.
Because the author and I shared a moment in time on the north shoulder of The
Bulge - though unknown to each other - I may be accused of less than unbiased
honesty. I plead innocence, however.
Neill, who as a retired newsman shares another association, has written a
profane hymn to the infantry rifleman - The Doughboy, Thc Grunt, The GI, to
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whom even an artilleryman can and does pay obeisance. His dedication is to
"those who served in the front line." His recollections tell it all.
Though a resident of California at his induction, the author served his
World War II basic training in Texao;, at Camp Wolters, his aborted ASTP
"education" at John Tarleton College, and his stateside stint with the 99th
Infantry Division at Camp Maxey, near Paris. But this was a Texas prelude only.
The real story of how Neill and other front line infantrymen served and
suffered during the Battle of the Bulge began when the 99th wac;; introduced to
combat in the "quiet" Ardennes region of Belgium. There he and his comrades
began to learn why infantry suffered most of the casualties though constituting
only six percent of the U. S. Army in Europe.
The real test came on December] 6, 1944, when crashing artillery ftre and
ghostly German foot troops appeared out of a fog to begin Hitler's infamous
Ardennes offensive. For their role in holding the north shoulder (with
monumental assistance from the 2nd Infantry Division) in what military
historian Charles McDonald has called "the greatest battle ever fought by the
U. S. Anny," the 99th earned a measure of immortality.
The price for the 99th and the 2nd was high. Neill tells the grim story from
first-hand knowledge of the bitter weather, hunger, danger, and sleep
deprivation perhaps better than any account with which I am familiar. Present,
too, is the pervasive attitude of many rankers toward shortcomings, as they saw
them, of officers above them.
Not least of the latter were senior generals who counted gasoline above
adequate winter clothing and rear echelon types who pilfered Arctic galoshes
and "water proof' boots before the front line had a chance at them. At one
stage, 1,000 men were lost every day to trench foot.
Unfortunately, Bastogne has come to be equated with The Bulge in
popular wisdom, and it is good to see here the north shoulder given its due
attention.
As with Congressional Medal of Honor winners who rank a salute from
all, even from generals, so too, do combat infantry and the artillerymen who
served with them as forward observers. Herewith my salute to Neill and his
comrades.
Max S. Lale
Marshall and Fort Worth

Viva Kennedy: Mexican Americans in Search vf Camelot, Ignacio M. Garcia
(Texas A&M University Press, 4354 TAMUS, College Station, TX
77843-4354) 2000. Contents. lIlus. Biblio_ Index. Notes. P. 227. $29.95.
Hardcover.
Over the pa~t two decades students of Chicano history have worked to
eliminate stereotypes that assumed this group was monolithic in economics and
politics. Writers such as George J. Sanchez, Richard A. Garcia, and David
Gutierrez have examined differences within barrios regarding consumerism,
acculturation, and immigration. To this important body of literature we now add
Ignacio M. Garcia's Wva Kennedy. This study carves a niche for reformers who
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struggled to improve life between the eras of the Mexican American generation
(the 1930s-1950s) and the Chicano Movement (late 196Os-19705).
In the first four chapters Garcia details the aims and tactics of Viva
Kennedy club members to place them within their own "political time and
space" (p.10). Like their predecessors and successors, they hoped to improve
life for Mexican Americans and tie their reform agenda to a broader movement.
The major difference lies in how they worked to bring about social change in
1960. Unlike earlier activists, members did not seek remedies through the
courts. Unlike Chicano militants, they wished entry into the "mainstream" of
American politics. Their ultimate goa] wa'i to become part of the governing
"system" in order to bring increasing levels of benefits to their communities.
The final three chapters examine the disappointments of activists when the
new administration did not provide "sufficient" rewards to those who had
supported John F. Kennedy's candidacy ardently. Herein lies the work's most
vital contribution. As the presidential election in 2000 approached, Garcia
reminded the comunidad that, as in 1960, politicos would approach Latinos
lusting for votes. This work suggests that community needs will not be served,
in fact they may be betrayed, shortly after ballots are cast. Perhaps, Garcia
argues, it is necessary for Latinos to seek other avenues outside the mainstream
to achieve their Camelot.
Jorge Iber
Texas Tech University

Frankie: Mrs. R. D. Randolph and Texas Liberal Politics, Ann Fears Crawford
(Eakin Press, P.O. Box 90159, Austin, TX 78709-0159) 2000. Contents.
B&W Photos. Notes. Bibbo. Index. P. 143. $22.95. Hardcover.
Frankie Randolph of Houston was a contending force in Texas politics for
twenty-five years after World War II. Because of her ability to organlze on
precinct, county, and state levels - and through seemingly tireless work - she
enabled liberal Democrats to wield significant power regarding the
implementation of party policies and the selection of candidates. Partly as a
result of her efforts, Ralph Yarborough challenged conservative Democratic
candidates during these years, crowning all such efforts with U.S. senatorial
victories in 1958 and 1964. In fact, Yarborough acknowledged her efforts by
writing that "Mrs. Randolph's support and encouragement more than that of
any other one person was a major factor in my going to the U.S. Senate" (p. 56).
.Mrs. Randolph was also a continual source of contention within the
Democratic Party. Over the years she battled the conservative or moderate
forces led by Governors Allan Shivers, Price Daniel, and John Connally, as well
as the congressional leadership of Lyndon Johnson and Sam Rayburn. Though
seldom successful, she was a formidable opponent, worthy both of their fear
and admiration. During those postwar years Randolph battled for important but
at times unpopular causes in Texas such as integration for blacks, equal rights
for women, and civil rights for all - and often she ran afoul of the "male
establishment." She was even instrumental in establishing - and sustaining
financially - the Texas Observer, a journal renowned for "tackling progressive
issues, exposing corruption, informing the public on issues concerning civil and
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human rights, and, most importantly, covering the peccadilloes of the Texas
legislature" (p. 37). And l again, such an activity was part of her liberal legacy.

Frankie is a worthy contribution to Texana. Ann Fears Crawford, a
professor of history at Houston Community College and Wharton County
Junior College, has presented clearly a study of the liberal-conservative fight in
Texas from 1946 to 1970. And even though often eulogistic of her subject, an

uncompromising leader who was by no means a saint, Crawford has provided
insight into one of the significant "movers and shakers" in the Democrat Party
in post-World War II Texas, Frankie Carter Randolph.
Ben Procter
Texas Christian University

Capitol Women: Texas Female Legislators, 1923-1999, Nancy Baker Jones and
Ruthe Winegarten (University of Texas Press, P. O. Box 7819, Austin TX
78713-7819) 2000. Contents. Biographies. B&W Photos. Appendices.
Biblio. Index. P. 328. $45.00. Hardcover.
Nancy Baker Jones' and Ruthe Winegarten's Capitol Women is more than
a simple compendium of the lives of the eighty-six women who served in the
Texas legislature from January 1923 to January 1999. It is a gateway to
understanding and appreciating the role of women in the state legislature. Both
authors are historians in the field of women's history and Winegarten has eleven
books to her credit. The authors. in readable, objective, and well-researched
biographies, show how famous and obscure women won elections which
advanced democracy for all. These women legislators used their political office
to challenge traditional roles and fought for the removal of restrictions against
women. Jones and Winegarten concluded that women officeholders did make a
difference. But with only twenty percent of the Texas legislature composed of
women after seventy-six years of having the opportunity to serve in politics, the
authors urged more women to run for office and to organize a women's caucus
(p.22).
Jones' and Winegarten's work is most useful to historians and researchers
in women's history in the field of government and politics. The women whom
Texans elected came from a wide variety of backgrounds and occupations.
They generally endeavored to advance the interests of the counties they
represented. Many women ran for office to advance women's and children's
issues which they felt had been neglected. At the same time, they did not want
to be known as "feminists" or limit themselves to a single group. Barbara
Jordan's retort is fairly representative of women's feelings about fitting in with
the male members of the Texas government: ''I'm not a black politician. I'm not
a female politician. I'ill a politician. And a good one" (p. 6).

Capitol Women begins with four essays which give context to women's
struggles to maneuver the maze of male Texas politics. These essays are a
thoughtful analysis of the achievements of women officeholders and of how
much farther society needs to go to reach equal representation for the great
variety of people living in Texas. This section could have been expanded into a
book-length work.
The limited information in the section titled "Snapshots." posed the only
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drawback to the work. Although the women listed in that division were still
serving in the legislature at the time of the writing of the book, a brief
biography of each and the issues they sponsored would have balanced the past
with the present. Using interviews and an extensive bibliography, Jones and
Winegarten have written interesting biographical information and informative
statistical appendices on Texas women legislators of the twentieth century.
Priscilla Myers Benham
North Harris College

The History of Smith County, Texas: Born in Dixie. Volumes 1 and 2, James
Smallwood (Eakin Press, PO. Box 90159, Austin, TX 78709) 1999.
Contents. Bibl1o. Appendices. Notes.llius. Maps. Index. V. 1 & 2 P. 920.
$79.95+S/H. Hardcover.
East Texa'\ would be a much better place, at least from a historian's
perspective, if each of its counties had a history as good as the two-volume set
James Smallwood of Oklahoma State University produced for Smith County.
Few of teday's county histories are as complete or as interesting as the
work begun by Smallwood in 1969 when, as an graduate student at East Texas
State University, he wrote an article for Tyler's renowned Chronicles of Smith
County at the request of his instructor, the late James Smyrl, who later became
an administrator at the University of Texas in Tyler.
From that initial piece, Smallwood developed a number of close friends in
Tyler and began to accumulate a foundation of knowledge about Smith County_
He was eventually asked by the Smith County Historical Society to produce a
history of Smith County from its origin in 1875 to its centennial year.
Smallwood has produced a history that begins much earlier than where
most county histories start: The Pleistocene Age. It ends with a prologue to the
twenty-first century. Sandwiched between the first page of Volume 1 and the
last of Volume 2 are pages and pages of fascinating material, including a
chapter about Tyler's role in shaping the postbelJum political landscape in
Texas and the influence of Governor Richard B. Hubbard, who became so well
known in America that he gave the Fourth of July address at the Philadelphia
Centennial Exposition in 1876.
Smallwood has included an excellent chapter on Camp Ford, the largest
Confederate prisoner-of-war camp in the Trans-Mississippi Theater of war, and
a section on Tyler's immigrants and ethnic groups, which created a unique
cosmopolitan comer of Dixie.
While Smallwood deserves considerable credit for this landmark work, he
has graciously given credit for much of the material to the Chronicles, which
has published two issues a year for more than thirty years.

Bob Bowman
Lutkin, Texas
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A Walk Through Mt. Vernon: A History, B.P. Hicks (Franklin County Historical
Association, P. O. Box 289, Mt. Vernon, TX 75457) 2000. Contents.
Maps. B&W Photos. Index. P. 256. $20 Softbound. $30 Hardbound.

In this local history, the author give!\ a "musical chairs" account of Mt.
Vernon's changing business section from its beginning as Keith in 1848 to the
end of the millennium. The buildings tend to remain the same but the occupants
are continually changing with the times.
Located on (old) Highway 67, known as the "Broadway of America" in its
prime, Mt. Vernon has seen many changes in its century and a half existence,
most of them for the better. Beginning with the arrival of its frrst train in
February 1887, the St. LSW (Cotton Belt) R.R. played a major role in the
town's development by opening new markets for its products.
Interstate 30 by-passed Mt. Vernon, inhibiting its economic growth and
progress in general. Franklin County's location on the dividing line of the pine
belt and the post-oak prairie (Savannah), puts it in the unique position of having
a varied economy ba~ed mostly on agricultural products and timber, with some
declining oil production. It was once a major cotton center, but fruit growing
has taken that great cash-generating commodity's place.
The author takes you on an interesting journey up one street and down the
other, relating numerous tales of murders, fires, robberies, and all else that goes
with small town life. You hear the names of various characters, both famous and
infamous, such as Colonel Henry Thruston, "taHest man in the Confederacy" at
seven feet seven and one-half inches; Don Meredith, Dallas Cowboys, star
quarterback in the 1960s~ Lefty Frizzell, country-western singer; Dr. I.M.
Fleming, world traveler; and State Representative Tom Ramsey. Other lesser
known characters with intriguing nick names are: "Mutt" Tedder, barber; "Cap"
Newsome, gas station owner and cattleman; "Lucky" Ramsay, star auto
salesman; "Watenneion" Mills, grocery man; and LLJimmy" Sowell, eightyish
shoeshine entrepreneur, who attended all Mt. Vernon home football games as
the only black person there.
Fred McKenzie
Avinger, Texas

Under the Man-Fig, Mollie Moore Davis (TeU Press, TeU Box 297050, Fort
Worth, TX 76129) 1895. Reprint 2000. Contents. Notes. P. 332. $15.95.
Paperback.

Mollie Moore Davis' late nineteenth-century mystery novel encompasses
the scope of Texas history - more specifically, southeast Texas history - from
immediate post-statehood to the 1870s. Davis' style evinces the tastes of an
audience accustomed to a society that moved far more slowly than ours, yet the
book itself does not leave the modern reader without a rich array of interesting
characters or a broad view of a pre- and post-Civil War, semi-frontier
community.
Beginning with an historical fable about a surging Brazos River, the
narrative quickly moves under the shade of the Thornham's (perhaps West
Columbia, according to the book's jacket), aman-fig," the local acouncil tree."
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Thornham is described in tenns of a typical river town comprised of wealthy
land-owning, up-and-coming professional-and-mercantile, and poor sharecropping whites, and, as in much literature of Davi~' time and region, Joyal,
virtuous, carefree, enslaved, and later freed blacks.
The man-fig shelters the poor whites who pass judgment on the rest of the
town's folk, and the mystery of stolen jewelry and the otherwise
incomprehensible rise in fortune of one of the town's main attorneys/politicians
is "rumored out" in the shade of this tree. Though this presumed theft is the
main plot of the novel, Davis' depiction of characters and personalities in this
book is most interesting and most successful because of its focus on the female
members of Thomham's community_ The characterizations reflect humor,
pathos, and tenderness, but Davis' insistent portrayal of the strength of her
women is perhaps the most endearing trait of Uruler the Man-FiR.
W. Dale Hearell
Stephen F. Austin State University

Oil and ldeology: The Cultural Creation of the American Petroleum Industry,
Roger M. Olien and Diana Davids Olien (University of North Carolina
Press, P.O. Box 2288, Chapel Hill, NC 27515-2288) 2000. Contents.
Notes. Index. P. 305. $18.95. Paperback. $49.95. Hardcover.
To quote a recent pop culture icon, "image is everything." The oil industry,
according to Roger M. Olien and Diana Davids Olien, is certainly no exception.
In Oil and Ideology: The Cultural Creation of the American Petroleum
Industry, they demonstrate how collective perception sometime~ becomes more
important than reality.
The Oliens contend that government regulatory policy reflected a biased
image of the oil industry. During the nineteenth century the development of
resources l especially those such as oil that seemed destined to concentrate
wealth in the hands of a small group of entrepreneurs, was considered by many
who longed for a simpler, Jeffersonian past to be immoral: monopoly, the
apparent outgrowth of such development. was likewise wrong. Having attracted
the attention of muckraking journalists, Standard Oil became the monopolistic
model for an entire industry for most Americans. Progressive conservationists
also criticized the petroleum business, focusing their attention on the industry'S
waste and pollution problems that served as cultural metaphors for crass
materialism and disregard for the future. During the 19208 this criticism
became more strident as the industry suffered much blame for over speculation
in stocks and the growth of a shallow, consumptive society. Attempts at
government regulation of the oil industry during the 1930s and 1940s, the
authors contend, were simply reactions to the false image that critics had
constructed of the business over the previous several decades.
The authors pose several interrelated questions in this book: How was the
social and cultural construct of the American petroleum industry formed? By
whom? Why? And how did it affect the formulation of public policy in the
years before 1945? They do a fine job answering each of these, and their
ultimate conclusion insists that public polley created on the basis of a culturally
constructed image, rather than the reality of the industry, was, and continues to
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be, unworkable.

"It is time," the authors state in closing, "to reconstruct the cultural
construction of oil." Anyone who reads this carefully crafted book likely will
agree.
Mark D, Barringer
Stephen F. Austin State University

Bring 'Em Back Alive: The Best of Frank Buck, Steven Lehrer, editor (Texas
Tech University Press, P. O. Box 41037, Lubbock, TX 79410-1037)
2000. Reprint 1930. Introduction. B&W Photos. Index. P. 248. $28.95.
Hardcover.
For many people of middle age or older, the phrase "bring 'ern back alive"
recalls jungle adventurer Frank Buck, a powerfully-built man who sported a
pencil mustache and a pith helmet. Frank Howard Buck was born in 1884 in
Gainesville, Texas, and died sixty-six years later in Houston. During the years
between his Texas beginning and finale, Buck became famous for a career that
took him to exotic locales in search of rare and dangerous creatures.
As a boy growing up in nineteenth-century Texas, Buck avidly trapped and
collected small animals, birds, and snakes. He quit school after the seventh
grade and found work as a cowpuncher on a train to the Chicago stockyards. In
Chicago he associated with unsavory characters, engaged in barroom brawls,
and, at seventeen, took a fnrty-one-year-old bride. The couple divorced,
allowing Buck to marry soulmate Muriel Reilly. In 1911, with the profits from
a poker game, Buck journeyed to Brazil to buy exotic birds, which he sold in
New York. Buck began traveling to the jungles of India, Borneo, Sumatra, and
the Philippines in search of animals, reptiles, and birds he could sell to zoos and
circuses. At this time the jungle animal business was dominated by a German
company, Hagenback. But the First World W;rr curtailed the activities of
Hagenback, and Frank Buck aggressively seized this opportunity. Soon he was
the most notable animal supplier in the world, and in 1922 the city of Dallas
commissioned him to populate an entire zoo.
"I have made it my business to bring them back alive," wrote Buck, in
explanation of the painstaking care he gave the creatures he purchased and
trapped. The first of eight autobiographical books, Bring 'Em Back Alive,
appeared in 1930. The next year, with 125,000 feet of film he shot in the jungle,
Buck produced a hit movie with the same title. He served as the model for a
character in the legendary motion picture, King Kong. Buck had a network
radio show, appeared with Ringling Brothers, Barnum & Bailey Circus, and
was a popular subject of comic books. By the time he died of lung cancer in
1950, Frank Buck had achieved worldwide fame. That this hardy Texan's
celebrity was earned is made evident in a new version of Bring 'Em Back Alive,
which is a compilation of exciting and often chilling first-person adventures
excerpted from five of his books.
Bill O'Neal
Panola College
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Built in Texas, F.E. Abernethy, editor, Line drawings by Reese Kennedy
(University of North Texas Press, P.O. Box 311336, Denton, TX 762031336) 2000. Reprint of 1979. Preface. Contents. B&W Photos. Line
Drawings, P. 291. $29.95. Paperback.
Things built in Texas are as diverse as the people who built them. The early
folk came to Texas, some driven by nece~sity, some fired by ambition, but once
here, they needed shelter and safety and they desired comfort and convenience.
So they built.

In twenty-four essays, Built in Texas describes what they built, how they
built, what they built from, why they built the way they did, and some efforts at
preservation and restoration of Texas-built treasures.
Described are types of shelters Texans built from teepees to tie structures,
from dugouts to double-pen dogtrot houses, from lean-ta's to log houses,
shotgun houses to salt-boxes, 80to1 to catslide - adobe, board-and-batten, rock,
brick, palisade, and anything else available.
After shelter, other necessities discussed include fences to keep things out
and to keep things in, stiles, gates, cattleguards, wells, windmills, cisterns,
tanks, ponds, barns, cribs, smoke houses, root cellars, and outhouses.
To provide a measure of comfort, Texans built fireplaces, porches, bridges,
balconies, and such furniture as tables, chairs, benches, and beds.
The book describes how they did all of this with the axe and broadaxe,
adze and foot adze, maul and wedge, mallet and froe, and draw knife, plane,
and chisel.
Editor Francis E. "Ab" Abernethy also wrote the priceless preface and
introductions to the seven sections. The book is generously illustrated with over
250 photos and about fifty line drawings. Most of the photos were taken by
"Ab." many running full page - and many of the drawings are by Reese
Kennedy with some by Ben C. Mead.
When the opportunity presents itself to be entertained and to become
better informed about how things were and how they got to be as they are, one
should seize it. Built in Texas is just such an opportunity.
R.G. Dean
Nacogdoches, Texas

Taking the Waters in Texas: Springs, Spas, and Fountains ofYouth , Janet Mace
Valenza (University of Texas Press, P.O. Box 7819, Austin. TX 787137819) 2000, Contents. Appendices. Notes. lllus. BibBo. Index. P. 265.
$24.95. Paperback. $40.00. Hardcover.

Imagine yourself in a happy place as you let the power of mineral waters
relax your legs, your torso, your entire body. Feel the negative energy release
as you go deeper and deeper into relaxation.
Even though mineral spas have completely vanished in Texas and largely
disappeared in the rest of the United States, due mainly to modem medical
technology, "taking the waters," a colloquial tenn for balneology, the study of
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the therapeutic effects of baths and bathing, is still enticing. Just ask anyone
who has visited the bathhouses of Hot Springs, Arkansas.
In Taking the Waters in Texas, a dissertation turned into a book, Janet Mace
Valenza takes the reader on an interesting journey. She touches first on
prehistoric times when pictographs denoted healing practices, then moves to
the medieval and classical periods in Europe when many wells were considered
the sacred abodes of gods and the period in the United States when leaders such
as George Washington and Thomas Jefferson visited spas. Lamenting the fact
that she finds little research on the numerous Texas watering holes, Valenza
carefully documents their history. She begins with mythical stories and Indian
legends such as warring tribes meeting in peace to bathe at Sour Lake, through
the frontier years of the Republic of Texas when towns sprang up around the
mineral waters, through the "Golden Age" of the late 18005 when many of
Texas' natural wells became pleasure resorts, and concludes with the virtual
disappearance of spas during the postwar years of the twentieth century.
In addition to detailing daily spa life at the popular resort towns of
Lampasas, Mineral Wells, Marlin, and San Antonio, Valenza offers a list by
counties of all the known mineral wells and springs in the state as well as a
regional guide with numerous photographs from her postcard collection.
Well written and researched, this book is indeed a historical treasure!
Wanda Landrey
Beaumont, Texas

Rivers of Texas, Verne Huser (Texas A&M University Press, 4354 TAMUS,
College Station, TX 77843-4354) 2000. Contents. lllus. Biblio. Index. P.
233. $24.95. Hardcover.
People like rivers. Rivers provide things people enjoy - scenery, travel,
recreation, adventure, food, and sustenance. Verne Huser's Rivers oj Texas
relates the natural history, geography, uses, and benefits of Texas rivers.
Commentary on the attitudes of Texans toward their rivers and environmental
problems with them makes the book informative and enjoyable reading.
The diversity of Texas rivers is emphasized by the categories in which the
writer groups them for discussion: the long border rivers; major heartland
rivers~ some regional streams; and those short coa.'\tal plains rivers which run
directly into the Gulf of Mexico. Each is treated in a chapter that introduces its
river by giving a summary list of details on location, length. tributaries,
watershed, flow, origins of its names, recreation uses, public lands and parks,
and special features.
The author provides an engaging discussion of the history, people, and
wildlife of these rivers. In this setting, Huser's advocacy for the preservation of
these riparian ecosystems is presented well. The writer's concern for the future
of the rivers is apparent. The timeliness and pertinence of Huser's book is
evident in the current controversy over whether the Texas Committee on
Natural Resources should retain the designation of the Angelina River as "high
quality" as to wildlife habitat or lower it to "intennediate quality," thus
permitting a local industry to continue dumping waste into the river.
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The flora and fauna of each Texas river is narrated in colorful detail in this
book, and people who were prominent in the areas of the rivers are important
in Huser's discussion of the river's history.
This book is an interesting blend of facts abollt Texas rivers. Reading it is
nearly as good, maybe better in places, than a lazy river drift across these
prairies, canyons, and towering forests.
C.P. Barton
Nacogdoches, Texas

McKinney Falls, Margaret Swett Henson (Texas State Historical Association,
2.306 Sid Richardson Hall, Austin, TX 78712) 1999. Contents. Notes.
IIlus. P. 48. $7.95. Paperback.
This concise contribution to the Fred Rider Cotton Popular History Series
encapsulates the life of Thomas Freeman McKinney and the story of his home
in what is now the city of Austin. A Kentucky native, McKinney arrived in
Texas during the I820s and eventually entered into a business relationship with
Samuel May Williams in Galveston. McKinney, who also served in the Texas
legislature, built his Travis County stone house during 1850-1852. By 1860, the
McKinney Ranch on Onion Creek encompassed 1500 improved acres. After his
death in 1873, his widow remained on the property for a few years and later
sold most of the land, including the house, to James W. Smith. The lauer's heirs
donated 682 acres to the state of Texas in 1974.
This study sketches the prehistory of the Santiago Del Valle grant that
became McKinney Falls State Park in ]976, briefly considers "'the Onion Creek
community" (p. 40), and contains a map of the nineteenth-century ranch. One
would to like to know more about the property's recent past, including
problems associated with agricultural economics, urban growth, and water
pollution. Nevertheless, the author has drawn from rich primary sources such
as McKinney family papers, census reports, legal records, and newspapers to
construct an infonnative narrative about the historic site that now lies in the
shadow of Austin's new airport.
Paul M. Lucko
Angelina College

Dark Thicket, Elmer Kelton (Texas Christian University Press, TCU Box
298300, Fort Worth, TX 76129-83(0) 1999. Reprint 1985. P. 189. $21.95.
Hardcover. $14.95. Paperback.
Those of us who are Texana bibliophiles are familiar with the stories by
Elmer Kelton. Some of his works have merited reprinting, as is the case with
Dark Thicket, originally published in 1985. This edition includes an afterword
by Laurie Champion which sheds light on Kelton and his other books.

Dark Thicket concerns a wounded Texas Confederate taking convalescent
leave home somewhere west of Austin. While he is dedicated to the Southern
cause, his family and friends frequently take refuge in a nearby thicket because
of their Unionist sympathies. The hero, Owen Danforth, has to reconcile the
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conflicting sympathies without violating Confederate law. This scenario is of
special interest to this reviewer since his own great grandfather was caught up
in similar circumstances in Parker County in 1865.
Great Grandad solved his problem by migrating to Indian Territory, but
Danforth stays to fight the forces of evil, help his people, and romance a local
belle. In fact, it is Kelton's weaving of subplots throughout the main theme that
gives Dark Thicket an exciting as well as plausible story. He has combined his
own definition of truth, being fiction, folklore, and fact, in this novel.
This book is recommended for anyone who likes a good story about Texas
or the Confederacy. It is highly recommended for public school libraries.
Robert W. Glover
Shiloh Ranch

Texas Constables: A Frontier Heritage, Allen G. Hatley (Texas Tech University Press, Box 41037, Lubbock, TX 79409-1037) 1999. Contents.
Appendices. Notes. Biblio. Index. lIlus. P. 237. $34.95. Hardcover.
Of all the lawmen who have served Texas since its inception, county
constables largely have been overlooked by historians and writers. Few, if any,
serious studies have been made of this special group of peace officers.
Allen G. Hatley, a free-lance writer and a twice-elected constable in
Bandera County, has tackled the history of constables in Texas and, in doing so,
filled a gap in our knowledge about Texas peace officers. We learn, for example,
that the word "constable" comes from the Latin comes stabuli, which means
master of the horse, master of the stable, or count of the stable. Early constables
in France were~ in fact, military officers.
The history of constable in Texas reaches back to 1823 when Thomas V.
Alley was appointed constable in Stephen F. Austin's colony to summon
witnesses and bring offenders to justice. The first constables in the Republic of
Texas - William Chissum, E. Fitzgerald, E.E. Hamilton, and A. Waters - were
elected in Nacogdoches in 1838. Tex.as' present system of county constables
was created by the Texas legislature when Texas became a state in 1846.
Hatley provides readers with a history of how the office of constable
evolved in Texas and serves up a collection of famous and interesting constables, from El Paso's John Selman, a contemporary of Wyatt Earp and Bat
Masterson, to Ganison's Darrell Lunsford, whose murder in 1991 by three drug
dealers was recorded by a video camera in his patrol car.
Allen Hatley has produced a valuable book, one that should be on the shelf
of anyone who loves the Old West.
Bob Bowman
Lufkin, Texas
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Dictionary of Texns Artists, 1800~1945. Paula and Michael R. Grauer, Editors
(Texa., A&M University Press, 4354 TAMUS, College Station, TX
77843-4354) 1999. Contents. Hlus. Tables. References. P. 240. $34.95.
Hardcover.
Paula and Michael Grauer have compiled a directory of who was who in

Texas art late in the nineteenth century and the first half of the twentieth
century. The Dictionary of Texas Artists, ]800-1945 identifies more than 2,500
artists whose names appear in professional art-exhibition records in Texas. With
extensive research and a comprehensible format, this publication is a valuable
reference tool for readers interested in Texas art and history.
The roster of artists stretches to the beginnings of Texas art history to
include artist-explorers, military survey artists, itinerant portrait painters, and
early immigrant artists. It extends through the Texas Centennial Celebration in
1936 to encompass the influx of artists and sculptors lured to Texas by the
prospect of lucrative Centennial commissions. Also included are a number of
contemporary Texas artists. Names are arranged alphabetically followed by the
personis curriculum vitae. At the end of each entry a list of sources facilitates
further study of a particular artistfs life and work.
In addition to biographical sketches, the Dictionary provides the ftrst
published inventory of major art exhibitions in Texas before 1945. The
inventory records the names and dates of thirty-two exhibitions and identifies
the artists who participated in each event.

More than 150 color plates supplement the written material. Since most of
the works pictured pre-date the modem-art movement in Texas, they record in
eyewitness fashion the people, events~ architecture, rural landscapes, and city
street scenes associated with the state of Texas before the mid-point of the
twentieth century.
Michael R. Grauer is curator of art at the Panhandle-Plains Historical
Museum. Paula L. Grauer is a columnist for the Canyon News.
Carol Morris Little
Longview. Texas
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